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PREFACE

VOLUMES XXII and XXIIT, now completed, contain the

first three volumes of the original records of the First
Church in Plymouth. The printing of these volumes has been
undertaken in codperation with the New England Society in
the City of New York.

Of the material here presented, only a portion has hitherto
appeared in print. The first of the three original volumes
consists of five parts, each separately paged. A considerable
portion, but by no means all, of the first part was printed in
1841 by the Rev. Dr. Alexander Young in his Chronicles of
the Pilgrim Fathers; and the second part of the first volume
has been printed in the Mayflower Descendant. But the
third, fourth, and fifth parts of the first volume, and all of
the second and of the third volume, are now published for
the first time. It is believed that no more important contri-
bution to the ecclesiastical history of New England has been
made than will be found in these volumes. .

For the Introduction, the Society is indebted to one of its
members—Mr. ARTHUR Lorp. The Editor is under obliga-
tions to Mr. William Bradford Browne and Mr. George Ernest
Bowman for genealogical information kindly furnished by
them.

Three sets of photostatic reproductions of the first three
original volumes of the Plymouth Church Records have been
made : one for this Society; one for the Massachusetts His-
torical Society ; and one for Mr. Arthur Lord, who intends to
deposit it in Pilgrim Hall.



xiv PREFACE .

The Committee gratefully acknowledges the Society’s
indebtedness to several institutions, and to friends and
members of this Society, for permission to reproduce docu-
ments in their possession, or for other courtesies, namely: to
Mr. Arthur Lord, Mr. Chandler Robbins, the First Church
in Plymouth, and the Pilgrim Society.

For the Committee of Publication,
Frep Norris RoBINSON,

Chairman.
BosTox, 1 September, 1920.




INTRODUCTION

TABLET on the meeting-house of the First Church in Plym-
outh bears this inscription:

The Church of Scrooby, Leyden and the Mayflower,
Gathered on this hillside in 1620,
Has ever since preserved unbroken records,
And maintained a continuous ministry,
Its first covenant being still the basis of
its fellowship.

The meeting-house stands fronting the Town Square and Leyden

Street,
Their hill of graves behind it,
Their watery way before.

The first three volumes of the church records preserve the story of
this church from its beginnings at Scrooby until the year 1859,
The records from the beginning until 1669 are in the handwriting of
Nathaniel Morton, who served as clerk or secretary of the colonial
Court from December 7, 1647, until June 2, 1685, and as town clerk
from March 4, 1648, the date of his first record in the town book,
until his death June 28, 1685.

In July, 1623, Nathaniel Morton, then a boy of about eleven
years, came with his father, George Morton, in the Ann to Plym-
outh. His mother was Juliana Carpenter, sister of Alice Carpenter
who, then the widow of Edward Southworth, was married to Gov-
ernor Bradford in 1623. In 1669 the New England’s Memorial,
the book by which Morton is best known, was “Published for the
Use and Benefit of present and future Generations.”

When in January, 1680, he began the ecclesiastical history of the
Church of Christ at Plymouth in New England, which is now pre-
sented in these volumes, he quaintly refers to his New England’s
Memorial “in which I occasionally took Notice of Gods Great and
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Graciouss worke in erecting so many Churches of Christ in this
wildernes; But it was Judged by some that were Judicious that I
was too sparing and short in that behalf; The consideration wherof
put mee on thoughts of Recollecting somthing -more prticularly
Relateing to the Church of Plymouth.”

Animated by that purpose and undismayed by the loss of his
manuscript by the great fire in Boston in 1676, he writes, “I did
once againe Repaire to the studdy of my much honored Vncle,
William Bradford Esquire deceased.” In that storehouse of original
material, with the manuscripts of the Governor before him and with
the records of town and colony to him a familiar story, he under-
takes the work. Boy and man he had lived in Plymouth for fifty-
seven years on terms of closest intimacy with many a member of
the Mayflower company who had welcomed him on his arrival in
1623. Official records, family tradition, and personal acquaintance
with members, elders and ministers of the Pilgrim Church made
him the best equipped man in all the colony to write the story of
that church during the three-quarters of a century which had passed
since its feeble beginnings in its English home. When Dr. Alexander
Young published his Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers in 1841, the
importance of these church records to the student of Pilgrim history
amply justified the high tribute that learned annalist paid them when
he wrote: “It takes precedence of every thing else relating to the
Pilgrims, in time, authority, and interest. It will be found to con-
tain a detailed history of their rise in the North of England, their
persecutions there, their difficult and perilous escape into Holland,
their residence in that hospitable land for twelve years, the causes
which led to their emigration, and the means which they adopted to
transport themselves to America.” !

Dr. Young was the first historian to note the real authorship of
the narrative in the records, a fact put beyond all doubt by the mar-
ginal note of Morton, “This was originally pened by Willam Brad-
ford Gour. of New Plymouth.” The first volume also contains
Governor Bradford’s first “Dialogue or the sume of a Conference
between som younge men borne in New England and sundery An-
cient men that came out of Holland and old England Ann° dom
1648,” giving an account of many of the English Independents and

1P.vii.
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of the meaning of the term Separation, as understood by the leaders
of the movement, and also the memoir of Elder Brewster, written
by Bradford, and some letters from Robinson and others of the
Pilgrim company.

In the towns and villages of Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire
and Yorkshire, where these counties bordered nearest together, this
church was formed “and as the Lords firee people Joyned them-
selues (by a Covenant of the Lord) into a Church estate in the
ffellowshipp of the Gospell to walk in all his wayes made knowne or
to be made knowne vnto them according to theire best endeauors,
whatsoeuer it should Cost them.” The covenant which bound
them was as simple as the burdens which oppressed them were
severe.

Their first pastor was Mr. Richard Clifton, “a Graue and Reuerend
Preacher,” who held that office from the organization of the church
in 1606 until he was succeeded by John Robinson, some time his
colleague. William Brewster was their first elder, and John Carver,
their first Governor, was chosen deacon of the church while in Holland
as early as 1617,

It is unnecessary to repeat here the story set forth in full in these
records, since the publication of Bradford’s History of the Plymouth
Plantation, which Morton freely used in these records and in part
followed verbatim, has made the story of their lives, labors, and
sufferings as familiar as a household tale. It is the ecclesiastical
history rather than the political, economic and social record of the
Pilgrims and their successors at Plymouth which is mainly preserved
in these volumes and may justify an Introduction. '

When the time for the Pilgrims’ departure from Leyden came, it
was decided that as the greater number of the Leyden church were
to stay behind, it was the duty of the pastor, John Robinson, to
remain, and for the elder, William Brewster, to go with those who
were to find a new home in the New World. It was also “agreed on
by mutuall consente and covenante, that those that went should be
an absolute church of them selves, as well as those that staid;” for
they feared that in such a dangerous voyage and a removal to such
& distance it might come to pass that they should never meet again.
But this agreement was made with the proviso that “as any of the
rest came over to them, or of the other returned upon occasion, they
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should be reputed as members without any further dismission or
testimoniall.””! Technically the date of the foundation of the First
Church in Plymouth may be considered as 1620.

John Robinson, the scholarly and pious leader of this independent
movement, must be regarded as the true founder of Independency
or Congregationalism. His views as expressed in his later writings
show a breadth and liberality and toleration which deeply impressed
not only the members of his own church but exercised a wide in-
fluence in the religious thought of the time. It was undoubtedly
true, as Edward Winslow admitted, that Robinson “was more rigid
in his course and way at first, then towards his latter end.” 2 When
he exhorted the Pilgrims “If God should reveal any thing to us by
any other instrument of his, to be as ready to receive it as ever we
were to receive any truth by his Ministry,” 2 he compelled the con-

viction and impressed upon his hearers the thought that there was

more light yet to come.

Looking at the ecclesiastical history of this church in its earlier
years in Holland and admitting the influence which the Dutch
toleration exerted, one cannot fail to be impressed with the accuracy
of the statement of Edward -Winslow that “the foundation of our
New-England Plantations was not laid upon Schisme, division, or
Separation, but upon love, peace, and holinesse.” ¢ The Pilgrims
undoubtedly were strict Calvinists. The fact that their great reli-
gious leader and teacher Robinson was “terrible to the Arminians”
was & source of pride and gratification. Their religious dogma and
their church polity was clearly and authoritatively stated by William
Perkins and John Robinson, the two great leaders of the religious
thought expressed in this independent movement. .

William Perkins, a Cambridge graduate and voluminous writer,
and whose works were more numerously included in Brewster’s
library than those of any other theologian, had gathered into six
principles the foundation of Christian religion. In & catechism en-
titled “The Fovndation of Christian Religion, gathered into sixe
Principles. As it is to be learned of ignorant people, that they may

! Bradford, History, i. 98.
* Winslow, Hypocrisie Unmasked (1916), p. 93.
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be fit to heare Sermons with proﬁf. and to receiue the Lords Supper
with comfort,” these six principles of Perkins are as follows:

1st. There is one God, Creator, and Gouernour of all things, distin-
guished into the Father, the sonne, and the holy Ghost.
2nd. All men are wholly corrupted with sin through Adams fal, &
so are become slaues of Sathan, and guiltie of eternall damnation.
3rd. Iesus Christ the eternal Sonne of God, being made man, by his
death vpon the Crosse, and by his righteousnesse, hath perfectly alone
by himselfe, accomplished all things that are needfull for the saluation
of mankind. - :
4th. A man of a contrite and humble spirite, by faith alone ap-
prehending and applying Christ with all his merits vnto himselfe, is
iustified before God, and sanctified.
5th. Faith commeth onely by the preaching of the word, and in-
creaseth dayly by it: as also by the administration of the Sacraments,
and praier. ’ i
"~ 6th. All men shall rise againe with their own bodies, to the last
iudgement, which beeing ended, the godly shall possesse the kingdome
of heauen: but vnbeleeuers and reprobates shall be in hell, tormented
with the diuell and his angels for euer.!

Robinson wrote an Appendix to these principles in the form of a
Catechism, containing forty-six questions and answers. He defines
a church as “A company of faithful and holy people, with their
seed, called by the Word of God into public covenant with Christ
and amongst themselves, for mutual fellowship in the use of all the
means of God’s glory and their salvation,” and limits its number so
that it shall not exceed such a number as may ordinarily meet to-

- gether in one place for the worship of God. He defines the offices
-of ministry in the church to be —

1. The pastor (exhorter), to whom is given the gift of wisdom for
exhortation. 2. The teacher, to whom is given the gift of knowledge
for doctrine. 3. The governing elder, who is to rule with diligence. . . .
4. The deacon, who is to administer the holy treasure with simplicity.
5. The widow or deaconess, who is to attend the sick and impotent
with compassion and cheerfulness;

and states the outward works of the church’s communion with
Christ as —
! Works (1608), pp. 1, 2.
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1. Prayer. 2. The reading and opening of the Word. 3. The
sacraments. 4. Singing of Psalms. 5. Censures. 6. Contribution to
the necessities of the saints.!

The church polity and the church dogma of this Pilgrim church
are authoritatively stated in the catechisms of Perkins and of
Robinson, and the catechism used as late as Mr. Cotton’s ministry
(1669-1697) was the catechism of William Perkins, though it was
during Mr. Cotton’s pastorate that a change was made (in 1678)
to the Assembly’s shorter catechism.?

The first definitive declaration of the faith and church polity of
the Pilgrims is found in the document in the Public Record Office
at London, signed by John Robinson and William Brewster and
first printed by Mr. George Bancroft in 1857, which reads as follows:

Seven Articles which y® Church of Leyden sent to y* [Privy] Coun-
cell of England to bee considered of in respeckt of their judgments
occationed about theer going to Virginia Anno 1618.

1. To y* confession of fayth [the 39 Articles of Religion of 1562]
published in y* name of y° Church of England & to every artikell theerof
wee do w*t y* reformed churches wheer wee live & also elswhere assent
wholy. ‘

2. As wee do acknolidg y* doctryne of fayth theer tawght so do wee
y* fruites and effeckts of y* same doctryne to y° begetting of saving
fayth in thousands in y° land [of England] (conformistes and reform-
istes) as y® ar called w** whom also as w*® our bretheren wee do desyre
to keepe sperituall communion in peace and will pracktis in our parts
all lawfull thinges.

3. The King’s Majesty wee acknolidg for Supreame Governer in
his Dominions in all causes and over all parsons, and y* none maye de-
cklyne or apeale from his authority or judgment in any cause whatso-
ever but y* in all thinges obedience is dewe unto him, either active, if
y° thing commanded be not agaynst God’s woord, or passive yf itt bee,
except pardon can bee obtayned. '

4. Wee judg itt lawfull [morally right] for his Majesty to apoynt
bishops, civill overseers, or officers in awthoryty onder hime in y® sev-
erall provinces, dioses, congregations or parrishes, to oversee y* Churches
and governe them civilly [secularly] according to y* Lawes of y* Land,

! Works (1851), iii. 427, 429, 431.
* Cf. pp. 145, 154, 172, 175, 178, below.
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untto whom y® ar in all thinges to gyve an account & by them to bee
ordered according to Godlyness.

5. The authoryty of y* present bishops in y® Land [of England] wee
do acknolidg so far forth as y*® same is indeed derived from his Majesty
untto them and as y° proseed in his name, whom wee will also theerein
honor in all things and hime in them.

6. Wee beleeve y* no sinod, classes, convocation or assembly of
Ecclesiastical Officers hath any power or awthoryty att all but as y®
same [is] by y* Magestraet geven unto them.

7. Lastly, wee desyer to geve untto all Superiors dew honnor to pre-
serve y® unity of y° speritt w'® all feare God, to have peace w*t all men
what in us lyeth & wheerein wee err to bee instructed by any.!

Whether the purpose in subscribing to this declaration was mainly
to minimize the differences between the Leyden church and the
Church of England, in order to secure the necessary permission to
go beyond the seas and found an English colony, or whether there
is some distinction to be drawn between the ecclesiastical and civil
authority of the bishops, which they recognized, and qualifies a
literal construction of the language, is not clear. Winslow in his
Hypocricie Unmasked, quotes Robinson as saying —

And to that end . . . I should be glad if some godly Minister would
goe over with you, or come to you, before my comming; For . . . there
will bee no difference between the unconformable Ministers [the Puritan
Anglican clergy] and you, ‘when they come to the practise of the Or-
dinances out of the Kingdome.?

To the same effect is the brief and simple statement in the letter of
January, 1618, signed by Robinson and Brewster, as follows:

Touching the Eclesiastical minnestry Namely — of Pastours for
teaching Elders for Ruleing and deacons for distributing the Churches
Contribution as alsoe for the two sacraments Baptisme and the Lords
supper wee doe wholly and in all points agree with the ffrench Reformed
Churches, according to theire publick confession of ffaithe though some
smal differences. The oath of Supremacie we shall willingly tak if it
be Reqvired of vs if that Convenient satisfaction be not giuen by our
takeing the oath of Allegience.?

1 2 Collections New York Historical Society, iii. 301-302.

* P.98.
$ See p. 36, below.
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The oath of Supremacy acknowledged the king to be “the supreme
head of the Church of England,” and the oath of Allegiance was an
oath of “ submission and obedience to the king as a temporal sovereign
independent of any other power upon earth.”

Although the imperious necessities of the situation made it neces-
sary for the members of the Mayflower company to form themselves
into a body politic for the administration of civil affairs, no occasion
existed for a formal organization of a new church. The plan adopted
in Leyden was entirely adequate to their needs and they had hoped
that the pastor and the rest of the church might soon follow them
to their new home. The death of Robinson in Leyden on March 1,
1625, prevented that consummation of their hopes which they de-
voutly wished. From time to time other members of the Leyden
church came to Plymouth until in 1629, at the charge of the Plym-
outh brethren, thirty-five families were finally transported to
Plymouth at the cost of about five hundred pounds sterling.

The result of this removal and the union that year with others
who had been members of Mr. Lothrop’s church in England, was
that the First Church at Plymouth about this time “became pretty
numerous and flourishing, although in regard of Ministry it was
low with them,” as stated by Mr. John Cotton in his Account of the
Church of Christ in Plymouth.!

The faithful administrations of their scholarly and beloved elder
did not fully meet all their needs. The duties and authority of an
elder of the church did not include and permit the administration
of the sacraments. In the absence of the pastor, marriages were
performed by civil rather than ecclesiastical authorities, following
the practice in Holland, a matter later of reproach to Edward Wins-
low and subjecting him to the penalty of imprisonment in the Fleet
prison on the occasion of an early visit to London.

! In an Appendix (p. 3) to the sermon preached by the Rev. Philemon Robbins
at the ordination of his son the Rev. Chandler Robbins at Plymouth on January
30, 1760. This John Cotton (who was a son of Josiah Cotton, a grandson of
the Rev. John Cotton of Plymouth, and a great-grandson of the Rev. John
Cotton of Boston) graduated at Harvard College in 1730, was ordained the first
minister of Halifax in 1735, was dismissed in 1755, retired from the ministry
and settled at Plymouth, where he died November 4, 1789. He will be men-
tioned again in this Introduction: see pp. xxxvi~xxxix, below. For the title of
Mr. Robbins’s sermon, see p. Ixi, below.

| N .
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The first preacher at Plymouth was one John Lyford, who came
to Plymouth in 1624 and before the expiration of a year was dis-
covered to be “a vile man and an enemy to the plantation,” and
was banished from Plymouth.

The church remained without a minister until 1628, and then
there was sent over from England to be their minister a young man
by the name of Rogers. The church did not hastily determine upon
the settlement of Rogers, recalling their experience in Lyford’s case,
and made some trial of him as a candidate with an unsatisfactory
result. They found him to be “Crased in his braine,” and at the
expense of the church sent him back to England. Their conclusion
as to his mental condition seemed to be fully justified, for after his
departure he “Grew quite destracted.”

The first settled minister of the church was the Rev. Ralph Smith
who, at the invitation of the church, became its pastor in 1629 and
remained with them until his resignation in 1635. During Mr.
Smith’s ministry they employed assistants to him, finding him to be
“a man of low gifts and parts.” Among these assistants were
Mr. Roger Williams, “a young Man of bright Accomplishments, but
of unstable Judgment,” who at his own request, against the wishes
of many of the congregation, was granted a dismission to the church
at Salem in 1634; and Mr. John Norton, who came to Plymouth in
October, 1635, but went to Ipswich in the following March.!

The church then made choice of Mr. John Reyner as the successor
to Mr. Smith, “an able and a Godly man; and of a Meek and humble
sperite, sound in the truth and euery way vnreprouable in his life and
Conversation.” During his term of service the church in 1638 en-
deavored to secure the services of Mr. Charles Chauncy as his col-
league. Mr. Reyner was expected to officiate as pastor and Mr.
Chauncy as teacher, according to the distinction of those days, the

! Mr. Norton arrived in the vessel in which Edward Winslow returned.
When Winslow went to England in 1634, he was commissioned “to procure
them an able man” to be helpful to Mr. Reyner, and was ““prouided of one (as
hee hoped) to Come ouer with him viz: one mr Glouer a very able dispencer of
the word; but hee ended his life in London before hee Came on board” (p. 73,
below). George E. Littlefield identified this “mr Glouer” with the Rev. Jose
Glover, who died on the voyage from England to Boston in 1638: see Littlefield,
Early Press of Massachusetts, i. 19,34-35. Cf. W. C. Ford, in Bradford’s History,
ii. 161 note.
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teacher’s duty being chiefly to explain the doctrines, and the pastor’s
to enforce them with suitable counsels and exhortations.

Mr. Chauncy preached at Plymouth for nearly three years but
declined a settlement, being of different opinion from the majority
of the church as to the method of baptism, which he held should be
by dipping or plunging the whole body in water. The church were
reluctant to lose his services and offered to compromise by permit-
ting him to administer the ordinance of baptism by immersion, pro-
vided he would permit Mr. Reyner to baptize, if requested, by
sprinkling, which was then the mode in general use. The position
was taken by some of the church leaders that both of these methods
were lawful and proper but that the latter method, the baptism by
‘'sprinkling, was vastly more convenient in this cold climate. Mr.
Chauncy “did not see Light to comply,” and left the Plymouth
Church to become the minister of the church at Scituate, and later
became President of Harvard College, entering upon the duties of
his office on November 27, 1654, and died on the 19th of February,
1672,

After eighteen years of service Mr. Reynmer resigned in 1654,
“Richly accomplished with such Gifts and qvallifications as were
befiting his place being wise faithfull Grave sober a louer of Good
men Not Greedy of the matters of the world Armed with much
faith patience and meeknes mixed with Currage in the cause of
God.” !

In 1632 churches at Duxbury and Green’s Harbor (or Marshfield)
were established, mainly upon practical considerations based upon
the difficulty of members bringing “their wiues and Children to the
publick worshipp and Church meetings heer.”

The third church to be set off was at Nauset, now Eastham. It
had been at first proposed that the whole church should migrate to
Nauset on account of the “straightnes and barrenes” which' the
inhabitants found in Plymouth. There was a marked division of
opinion as to the wisdom of the removal which further consideration
of the objections to the proposed change increased. It may be in-
ferred from Bradford’s statement that he was not in favor of aban-
doning the settlement at Plymouth which with so great labor and
pains they had established, and after much deliberation they began
T, 105, beow.
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“to see their error,” and an agreement was finally reached that only
those members of the church who had definitely decided upon re-
moval and had made some beginning should establish themselves
at Nauset.

The land at Nauset had been reserved by Governor Bradford for
the benefit of the “purchasers or old comers” in his assignment of
the patent of 1629, and the General Court granted in 1644 to the
church at Plymouth or to those that went to dwell at Nauset a
large tract, well defined in the grant.! The effect of this migration
to the new settlement of many active and leading members of the
Plymouth church is quaintly and tenderly stated by Governor
Bradford in these words:

And thus was this poore church left, like an anciente mother, growne
olde, and forsaken of her children, (though not in their affections), yett
in regarde of their bodily presence and personall helpfullnes. Her
anciente members being most of them worne away by death; and these
of later time being like children translated into other families, and she
like & widow left only to trust in God. Thus she that had made many
rich became her selfe poore.? .

This movement of families from the town of Plymouth into the
outlying districts raised some interesting questions which required
consideration and advice. On the 5th day of August, 1639, Mr.
Reyner, the pastor, and elder Brewster, wrote a letter, probably to
the Rev. John Cotton at Boston, asking some questions “concern-
ing the holding of farmes,” among them the following:

2. Seeing by meanes of such farmes a mans famylie is Diuided so
that in busie tymes they cannot (except vpon the Lords day) all of them
joyne with him in famylie duties whether to make use of them because
of the forenamed needfulnes be not to doe evell that good may come
of yt3

After Mr. Reyner’s resignation in 1654, the church remained for
fifteen years without a settled minister and was obliged to rely upon
the services of neighboring ministers, although public worship was
carried on each Sabbath by Elder Cushman with the assistance of

! Plymouth Colony Records, ii. 81.
* History, ii. 369.
3 Bradford’s History, ii. 275 note, where the letter is printed in full.
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some of the brethren, except when the pulpit was supplied for short
periods during these years by Mr. James Williams, an able Gospel
preacher, who after a brief service returned to England, and by
Mr. William Brinsmead, a well accomplished servant of Christ.

In September, 1666, the Rev. John Cotton, son of the Rev. John
Cotton of Boston, was called to Plymouth, but declined the invita-
tion. The next year the invitation was renewed and he removed to
Plymouth with his family November 30, 1667, but was not ordained
as the minister of the church until June 30, 1669. :

The distinction between the church and the town or parish in
relation to their several powers to contract with or settle a minister
may well be noted here, as it tends to explain the reason that the
prudential affairs of the church had no consideration in the church
meetings, whose full details are preserved in these records.

The power to settle the minister resided wholly in the members of
the parish; the members of the church formed but a small part in
numbers of the parish. The ancient usage required that the church
should first make choice of a minister and then request the con-
currence of the parish. If the parish did not concur, the action of
the church was a mere nullity. If the parish concurred, then the
contract of settlement was made between the parish and the min-
ister and bound only the parish and minister. Until the town was
divided into precincts or parishes, it was considered to be one parish,
and when a separate parish was formed within it, then the inhabit-
ants and territory not included in the separate parish constituted
the first parish. Before the town was divided their parochial con--
cerns were transacted at the town meeting. The town fixed the
salary, imposed the rate to pay the salary and to provide for the
purchasing of a place or parsonage for the minister, and contracted
for the erection of the meeting-house. If a suit was brought by the
builders of the meeting-house to recover for failure to pay the
agreed cost of construction, it was brought against the town and
the town instructed its committee to defend it.

The provisions for the payment of the minister’s salary were made
by the town and varied with the changing years. Sometimes the
salary was fixed in money alone. More often in the earlier years
grant was made of money salary and firewood, as in the case of |
Mr. Brinsmead in 1666, when his salary was fixed at “seaventy
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pounds a yeare besides his fierwood.” ! Three years earlier in 1663
the town had ordered that the wood on Clark’s Island, Saquish,
and the Gurnett’s Nose, be reserved for the use of the minister,? an
interesting record as it established the fact that the now barren
points of Saquish and the Gurnett were once covered with wood, as
shown in the descriptions of these localities by the early voyagers.
Sometimes, as in the case of Mr. Cotton, provision was made by
the town for an allowance to his wife or family in the event of his
death, of an annual salary and the use of the parsonage house until
the town was provided with another minister.

When money was difficult to obtain in 1677, the salary of Mr.
Cotton of “four score pounds for this yeare” was paid by the town,
one third in wheat or butter or tar or shingles; one third in rye, peas
or malt; and one third in Indian corn, at the prices named in the
vote? The town records show that' from time to time efforts were
made to provide for the maintenance by free subscription and com-
mittees were appointed to see what persons would contribute towards
the minister’s support. This plan appeared to be unsatisfactory, as
the town soon returned to the method of raising the salary by the
rates. As late as 1795 the town leased the sedge lands along the
Town Brook, which had been reserved for the use of the ministry,
for 999 years, at a rental of six bushels of corn on the northerly side,
the southerly side of the Brook having been rented for four bushels
of corn in 1788, and until the death of the Rev. James Kendall in
1859 this rental was annually paid to the pastor by the lessees or
their grantees.

" If a town or parish settled a minister without any limitations as
to the continuance of his settlement or any stipulation as to the
method of dissolution, it created a contract for life and could be
terminated only in the manner and for the causes established by
law. The connection could not be dissolved by the parish at its
mere will and pleasure without alleging some misconduct on the
part of the minister. There were three established causes of forfei-
ture of office by the minister: first, a substantial and essential change
of doctrine; secondly, a wilful neglect of duty; and thirdly, immoral

1 Plymouth Town Records, i. 77.
1. 53.
3 j. 154. In 1676 Mr. Cotton had been allowed £60 (i. 150-151).
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or criminal conduct. The immoralities sufficient to justify a parish
in dismissing their minister without the intervention of a council,
are those of the grosser sort, such as habitual intemperance, lying,
unchaste or immodest behavior.!

If the town or parish desired the dissolution of connection between
them and the minister or the minister desired such dissolution, and
also where there were charges of immorality or neglect on the part
of the minister, the parties, if they could not agree to dissolve the
contract, called to their assistance an ecclesiastical council. The
decision of the council did not bind either party, and the effect of
the advice of the council was merely a legal justification of the party
who adopted its recommendation.?

The colonial laws as well as the decisions of the court show a
solicitous care for the support of an able and godly minister. At
the General Court held at Plymouth on the 10th of June, 1650, it
was provided that “Whosoever shall villifie by approbrivs tearmes
or speaches any church or minestry or ordinance being heerof lawfully
convicted shall forfeite and pay to the vse of the collonie ten shill-
ings for euery default.” * The next year a penalty of ten shillings
was imposed for neglecting public worship or assembling at a place
upon any pretense whatsoever “in any way contrary to God and
the allowance of the gouernment tending to the subversion of Reli-
gion and churches.”* In 1655 the General Court provided that
““such as shall deney the Scriptures to bee a rule of life shall receiue
Corporall punishment according to the descretion of the Majestrate
soe as it shall not extend to life or Limb.” ®* And with commendable
zeal that the minister should not be without oil in his lamps, the
General Court recommended in 1662 to the towns “where Gods
Prouidence shall cast any whales” that they should agree to set
apart some part “of euery such fish or oyle for the Incurragement
of an able Godly Minnester amongst them.” ¢ But all matters per-
* taining to the forms of church service were the exclusive concern of
the church.

1 Sheldon vs. Congregational Parish in Easton, 24 Pick. 281.
* Avery vs. Tyringham, 3 Mass. 160.

3 Plymouth Colony Records, xi. 57.

¢ xi. 57-58. )

§ xi. 64.

8 xi. 207-208.
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The church at Plymouth used Ainsworth’s version of the Psalms,
entitled “The Book of Psalmes: Englished both in Prose and Metre,”
until 1692. Longfellow in the Courtship of Myles Standish, de-
scribes Priscilla as seated beside her wheel and —

Open wide on her lap lay the well-worn psalm-book of Ainsworth,

Printed in Amsterdam, the words and the music together, .

Rough-hewn, angular notes, like stones in the wall of a churchyard,

Darkened and overhung by the running vine of the verses.

The edition here referred to was “Imprinted at Amsterdam, By
Giles Thorp. Ae. Di. 1612.”

On May 17, 1685, the elders stayed the church after public wor-
ship was ended, and “moved to sing Psalm: 130: in another Trans-
lation, because in M* Ainsworths Translation which wee sang, the
tune was soe difficult few could follow it, the chh readily consented
thereunto.” On August 7, 1692, the church voted unanimously
that “when the tunes are difficult in the Translation wee use, wee
will sing the Psalmes now used in our neighbor-ches in the Bay.”
This was “The Bay Psalm Book,” printed first at Cambridge in
1640 and sometimes known as “The New England Version.”

As early as 1681 the practice of reading the psalm line by line for
the people to sing, was first introduced. At a church meeting held
February 10, 1681, the elders told the church that “a Brother ear-
nestly desired the Psalmes might be read in publick worship, because
else he was incapable of practising that ordinance.” The church
hesitated to make this innovation in the old custom and desired the
pastor to show from the Scriptures the lawfulness of reading the
psalm in order to singing. The pastor considered the subject for
more than six months and then (on September 18) showed the law-
fulness and necessity of reading the psalm, and two weeks later
(October 2, 1681) it was decided, although not without opposition,
that the reading of the psalms was lawful and the practice was
adopted of the elder’s reading the psalm and the pastor’s expound-
ing the psalm before singing.

In several meetings in 1770 and 1771 the church considered
changing the version of the Psalms which were sung in public wor-
ship.! For some years the versions of Dr. Watts and of Tait and

1 See the meetings held on January 28, February 1, 11, 13, December 19,
1770, January 6, 1771, and March 21, 1786: pp. 332-336, 366, below.
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Brady had been on trial. The church was divided; some strongly
in favor of Dr. Watts’s version, and others bitterly opposed, and
it was decided, subject to the approval of the congregation, that
Tait and Brady’s version be hereafter sung in public worship, and
also, that the hymns annexed to that version, mainly by Dr. Watts,
be made use of. But it was voted in 1786 that Dr. Watts’s
“Version of the Psalms, & Hymns united, be sung in future.”

It is a curious illustration of the bitterness of the feeling as to the
use of the hymns by Dr. Watts that on May 1, 1776, one of the
deacons was brought to trial before the church charged with saying
that “when D Watts composed his Hymns, he was under the In-
fluence of y° Devil.” The church handled the matter ingeniously
and voted that it was proved the deacon “said so with respect to
his Psalms, tho not Hymns.” The deacon expressed his regret that
he used such an expression, if he did use it, and the church accepted
his qualified apology and voted to forgive him.!

From the time of Mr. Cotton’s settlement, the records of the
church were kept by the ministers and during his ministry the prac-
tice began, which was followed by all his successors, of giving in
full detail the names of communicants of the church and persons
admitted to membership, and also full lists of the baptisms and deaths
of members, which will be found of especial interest to genealogists
and antiquarians.2 The pastors of the church also kept full records
of the ecclesiastical councils and ordinations to which the church
was invited and was represented by its minister and delegates?
The minute reports of the numerous cases in the church which re-
quired investigation and trial present some curious cases of church
discipline, where the penalty varied from a warning or temporary
suspension of privileges to formal dismissal and excommunication.*

Mr. Cotton introduced (or revived) in 1669 the practice of cate-

1 See pp. 350, 351, below.

* Curiously enough, no marriages were recorded until 1760, when Mr. Robbins
began the practice.

3 The dates of some early ordinations are to be found in these records only.

4 Cf. Charles Francis Adams’s paper on church discipline in New England
(2 Proceedings Massachusetts Historical Society, vi. 477-516). “I have alluded,”
he said, “to the early church records of Plymouth as probably offering a pecu-
liarly interesting field of inquiry in this matter. I have never seen those records,
and know nothing of them ” (p. 510). These records fully bear out Mr. Adams’s
opinion as to their probable value.
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chizing children, using at first the catechism composed by the
Rev. William Perkins, and later (in 1678) the Assembly’s cate-
chism was adopted. It was also during his ministry that the change
was made from the Ainsworth Psalm Book to the New England
Psalm Book, before referred to.

In June, 1676, in compliance with the request of the General Court
that “all our churches renew their covenant engagement to God for
Reformation of all provoking evills,” the church met and voted that
the following covenant should be left upon record as that which
they “did own to be the substance of that Covenant which their
Fathers’ entered into at the first gathering of the Church:”

In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ & in obedience to his holy will
& divine ordinances.

Wee being by the most wise & good providence of God brought to-
gether in this place & desirous to unite our selves into one congregation
or church under the Lord Jesus Christ our Head, that it may be in such
sort as becometh all those whom He hath redeemed & sanctifyed to
himselfe, wee doe hereby solemnly & religiously (as in his most holy
prescence) avouch the Lord Jehovah the only true God to be our God
& the God of ours & doe promise & binde ourselves to walke in all our
wayes according to the Rule of the Gospel & in all sincere conformity to
His holy ordinances & in mutuall love to & watchfullnesse over one
another, depending wholy & only upon the Lord our God to enable us
by his grace hereunto.!

Some differences having arisen in the church, Mr. Cotton resigned
and at his request was dismissed on October 5, 1697. The reasons
for Mr. Cotton’s resignation do not clearly appear in the church
records. It is suggested that a difference of opinion between the
pastor and his church as to the position taken by Mr. Isaac Cush-
man, who accepted an invitation to preach over the “upper society,”
since called Plympton,?2 before his ‘designation to office of ruling
elder by the church, was the principal cause for Mr. Cotton’s later
withdrawal. Judge Sewall in his.Diary gives an interesting account
of his visit to Plymouth in March, 1698, and his interviews with

1 See p. 148, below.
? The Plympton church, to which Mr. Cushman was called in 1695 and over
which he was ordained on October 27, 1698, was the fourth offshoot of the
Plymouth Church.
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Mr. Cotton and members of the church, which suggests some more
serious grounds for Mr. Cotton’s resignation.! He remained in
Plymouth for a year after his withdrawal from his pastorate and
then accepted a call to the church at Charleston, South Carolina,
having made up all differences as his grandson, John Cotton, says
with the Plymouth church, and receiving a recommendation from
several ministers. He sailed for Charleston on the 16th of Novem-
ber, 1698, and died there after a brief but successful ministry, on
the 18th of September, 1699. The Charleston church erected in
token of their respect, a monument over his grave in that city, and
the Plymouth church erected a monument to his memory on Burial
Hill. From a diary kept by Josiah Cotton, son of the Rev. John
Cotton of Plymouth, Dr. James Thacher copied an account of the
life of this Plymouth minister, in which it is stated:

He had a vast and strong memory, and was a living index to the
Bible. . . . He sometimes preached in the Indian language, and he
corrected the second and last edition of the Indian bible. . . . He was
a competent scholar, but divinity was his favorite study. He discharged
the work of the ministry to good acceptance, both in public and in
private, and was very desirous of the conversion of souls. He ruled his
house like a tender parent; was a hearty friend, helpful to the needy,
kind to strangers and doubtless a good man. And yet, what man is
there without his failings??

He was succeeded by the Rev. Ephraim Little, who after two
years’ probation was ordained in 1699 and continued as the minister
of the church until his death on the 24th of November, 1723. It
may be noted that Mr. Little was the first minister of the church
to be buried on Burial Hill. Since the landing of the Pilgrims only
one other minister, the Rev. Chandler Robbins, rests in that grave-
yard beside the church.

The meeting of the church council in 1706 to hear the complaints
of members of the church in Middleboro of the intemperance and
excessive drinking of the minister of that church, shows the limited
power and authority of church councils and that the particular
province of the church council was to advise and not direct, and that

! Sewall, Diary, i. 472-473. Cf. C. Mather, Diary, i. 79, 194, 236, 237,

277, 319; Sibley, Harvard Graduates, i. 496-508.
* History of the Town of Plymouth (1832), p. 302.
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the right to terminate the pastoral relations between minister and
church was vested in the parish alone. Delegates from four churches
heard the complaint and adjudged the charges to be proved and
then “advised him to make a peaceable and Ordrely Secession”
from the church, and advised the church to dismiss him with such
expressions of love and charity as became the Gospel. Then those
members of the church who were dissatisfied with the advice of the
council called a second council of twelve churches. Twelve pastors
and twenty-two delegates assembled in response to the call and
concurred with the former council.!

Mr. Little is described as a “gentleman more inclined to the
active than the studious life; but should be remembered for his
useful services as a minister, and for his exemplary life and conversa-
tion, being one of good memory, a quick invention, having an excel-
lent gift in prayer, and in occasional performances also excelling.” 2

The records of the church during Mr. Cotton’s and Mr. Little’s
ministries contain many references to the general fasts and par-
ticular fasts observed by the church. The general fasts were fasts
throughout the province, held in accordance with the requirements
of the General Court, and particular fasts were those limited to the
church itself, and the speedy answers to the prayers of the church
were often noted with pious satisfaction.

In the administration of the right of baptism, a difference of
opinion existed in the practice of the ministers. Mr. Little held that
if the mother was in full communion, the child was undeniably a
proper subject of baptism. For the first time in the history of the
church, the pastor performed the right of baptism privately by bap-
tizing on July 19, 1718, one Ephraim Holmes, who being at the
point of death was baptized in his own house, and justifies the pro-
ceedings by the following memorandum in the record: |

I nev* could find that baptism (viz. the administration of it) is any
where in scripture Limitted To y* sabbath or a public Assembly, & I
always had a greatr regard to y® Scripture than the Custome or practice
of any Minister or Church.

1 See p. 203, below.

* In Thacher, History of Plymouth, p. 306, where the passage is quoted
from John Cotton’s Account, in which it *is extracted from some Manuseript
Memoirs, written by one contemporary with him »’ (p. 24).
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(1) I cant find it Limitt? To sabbath in y° Scripture.
(2) nor To a publick Assembly:
1: not to y* sabbath.!

During Mr. Little’s pastorate two churches were set off from the
ancient church, one in the year 1717 in the north part of the town,
now Kingston, which was the fifth church;? another in 1738 at
Manomet or Monument Ponds, which was the sixth church?
founded by members of the original First Church.

On the 29th of July, 1724, the Rev. Nathaniel Leonard of Norton,
who had been chosen to succeed Mr. Little on the 13th of February,
1724, was ordained as minister. The formal letters of invitation
were sent to the neighboring churches, requesting the presence of
minister and delegates to the ministerial council and ordination.
Mr. Leonard notes in his record the names of fifty-four male com-
municants or members of the church, and one hundred and one
females, at the time of his ordination. The house which he built
and occupied on the southerly side of Leyden Street is still standing,
the oldest parsonage house now remaining in Plymouth.

As a result of the preachings of Andrew Croswell,* a revival
minister, with whom Mr. Leonard was in sympathy as he permitted
him to preach in his pulpit,® differences arose in the church and
Josiah Cotton, son of the Rev. John Cotton of Plymouth, pro-
pounded certain queries, one of which at least was aimed directly
at Mr. Croswell’s methods and preachings. The church met to con-
sider the problem “Whether a sudden and short distress, and as
sudden joy, amounts to the repentance described and required.
(2 Corin. vii. 9-11.).”¢ No formal decision was made by the
church, but as a result of these church dissensions some of the
society who were bitterly opposed to Mr. Leonard withdrew from
7. 218, below.

* The organization of the fourth church at Plympton has already been noted
(p. xxxi note 2, above). }

3 Manomet is still part of Plymouth, and the church at Manomet is the
Second Church of Plymouth.

4 Andrew Croswell was born at Charlestown in 1709; ‘graduated at Harvard
College in 1728; was ordained at Groton, Connecticut, in 1738; was installed
over the Congregational Church in School Street, Boston, in October, 1748; and
died in Boston April 12, 1785. He was a noted controversialist.

§ Mr. Leonard also attended Mr. Croswell’s installation at Boston in 1748.
¢ Thacher, History of Plymouth, pp. 309-310.
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' the church and in 1744 organized the third Congregational society
within the town, which was the seventh church formed from the
First Church. This church, known as the Third Church, continued
as a separate organization until 1784, when it re-united during the
pastorate of Mr. Robbins with the old First Church.!

Mr. Leonard’s health failing in 1757 he asked to be dismissed from
his pastoral relation, which was assented to by the church with the
understanding that it was not to be formally completed until his
successor had been settled. When his successor was ordained on
January 30, 1760, Mr. Leonard was present at the ordination and
came from his home in Norton, to which he had removed in 1757,
took part in the exercises of the ordination, and secured the formal
dismission from his pastorate, the church “at the same Time ac-
knowledging it is a great Favour of Heaven, that we have enjoyed
his Labours So long. Viz. For near three & thirty Years: In this
Time we have found him a diligent, zealous, faithful Minister of
Jesus Christ.” 2

After the dismissal of Mr. Leonard, the church heard many
candidates and made several unsuccessful attempts to settle a
minister. Invitations to clergymen in other places to become the
minister of the church at Plymouth for one reason or another had
been declined and after all hopes faded, the Rev. Chandler Robbins
of Branford, Connecticut, was invited to preach as a candidate, and on
October 30, 1759, the church chose him as Mr. Leonard’s successor,
but required that he should declare his assent and consent to the
New England Confession of Faith or exhibit one in writing to
the satisfaction of the church. Mr. Robbins accepted the call
after a public declaration before the church and congregation of
his assent and consent to the New England Confession, and on
the 30th of January, 1760, was ordained as the minister of the
First Church.

On June 11, 1761, Mr. Leonard died at Norton and the church
records, quoting from the public prints, pay tribute to his memory:
“He was a Man of considerable natural Abilities (as well of acquired

1 There have been two societies in Plymouth, each called the Third Church.
The first of these lasted, as stated in the text, from 1744 to 1784, when it was
re-united with the First Church; the second was organized in 1801.

2 P. 325, below.
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Accomplishments,) of a clear Head, Solid judgment, penetrating
Tho’t, Excelling in Conference and in giving Counsel & Advice in
difficult Cases.””?

On December 19, 1770, Mr. Robbins called the church together
to consider some matters of importance relative to church discipline,
etc. The following question was proposed by him for consideration
by the church: “Whither it be the Opinion of this Chh that the
half way Practice of owning or entering into Covenant [without
coming into full communion), which has of late years, been adopted
by this Chh, be a scriptural Method — or a practice warranted by
84 Word of God, & so to be persisted in?”?

To this half-way practice Mr. Robbins was strenuously opposed;
the church was divided. Mr. John Cotton?® was a zealous sup-
porter and advocate of the practice which permitted persons owning
or renewing the covenant to have baptism for their children without
coming into full communion. At several church meetings he deliv-
ered some essays on this important question as he termed it, and
later printed the essays with some vigorous and at times bitter
letters which passed between Mr. Robbins and himself. The con-
troversy continued during Mr. Robbins’s ministry and was one of
the contributing causes which led to the withdrawal of some mem-
bers of the church shortly after Dr. Kendall’s settlement, and to
the organization of the Third Church in Plymouth.! The issues
involved have lost much of their interest to-day and it is not material
nor practical to state at length the theological arguments on the one
side or the other which the stout champions presented. The curious
reader will find in the records,® in the little volume of Mr. Cotton’s
above referred to, and in the other pamphlets published by the
disputants, an interesting discussion of the disputed points and a
striking illustration of the importance attached to a now forgotten
matter of dispute.

The practice of the church from the beginning seemed to sustain
the position of Mr. Cotton. That this practice met with the ap-
proval of his “grandfather Cotton, the former minister of this

1 Pp. 326-327, below.

2 P, 335, below.

3 For this John Cotton, see p. xxii note 1, above.

4 That is, the second Third Church, organized in 1801.
8 Pp. 334-345, below.
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church,” he finds by the manuscript written by his grandfather’s
“own hand.” To the suggestion —

““ That we received this practice by tradition from our Fathers without
ezamination, and have gone on in a loose way without being able to give
any good reason for it.” I answer, that neither our Fathers introduced
it, nor we received it in this light manner. The question was started in
the country soon after grand-ckildren were born to the first comers, and
the point agitated for twenty or thirty years by the ablest Divines,
until at last the Synod of all the Ministers and churches, came to a
solemn decision about it in the year 1662, after much prayer, study,
and converse, and gave such weighty reasons for it as were never yet
answered. Neither did many of their posterity receive it thus lightly:
Mr. Leonard in particular had occasion and thoroughly studied the con-
troversy, as appeared by several sermons on the point; and the same
may be said of many others.!

Nathaniel Morton, writing of the ordination of Mr. Francis Higginson
and Mr. Samuel Skelton at Salem in 1629, states the practice clearly
and simply as follows: :

The two Ministers there being seriously studious of Reformation,
they considered of the state of their Children, together with their
Parents; concerning which, Letters did pass between Mr. Higginson, and
Mr. Brewster the reverend Elder of the church of Plimouth, and they did
agree in their judgements, viz. concerning the Church-Membership of the
Children with their parents, and that Baptism was a seal of their Mem~
bership, only when they were Adult, they being not scandalous, they
were to be examined by the Church-Officers, and upon their approbation
of their fitness, and upon the Childrens publick and personal owning of
the Covenant, they were to be received unto the Lords Supper. Ac-
cordingly Mr. Hzgginson’s eldest Son, being about fifteen years of age,
was owned to have been received a member together with his Parents,
and being privately examined by the Pastor, Mr. Skelion, about his
knowledge in the principles of Religion, he did present him before the
Church when the Lords supper was to be Administred, and the Childe
then publickly and personally owning the Covenant of the God of his
Father, he was admitted unto the Lords supper: it being then pro-
fessedly owned, according to 1 Cor. 7. 14. that the Children of the Church
are holy unto the Lord as well as their Parents, Accordingly, the Parents

! General Practice of the Churches of New England relating to Baptism,
Vindicated [1772], pp. 20-21.
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owning and retaining the Baptism, which they themselves received in
their Infancy, in their Native Land, as they had any Children born,
Baptism was administred unto them.!

The reason Plymouth Church did not join the Synod was mainly
because that church “was without a minister ten years together
about that time.”

It seems undisputed that Mr. Leonard adopted the practice for
which Mr. Cotton contended, but it was objected that he had great
difficulty in bringing in the practice and was seven years about it,
which delay was due to his prudence, for he waited until he gained
the acquiescence of all. This was in accordance with the ancient
practice and constitution of the church, for in the records we find
that they would not vote in affairs of importance, especially in altera-
tions of any part of worship, until they had gained the consent of
every brother, at least so far as to acquiesce in the church procedure.

The whole correspondence between the minister and Mr. Cotton
was marked with bitterness. Mr. Robbins describes Mr. Cotton’s
“last Piece” as a “most tnjurious, unchristian, ungentleman-like,
gross, misrepresentation of the sentiments of your brethren.” This
was bad enough, but it did not disturb Mr. Cotton’s sensitive feel-
ings as did the suggestion that his (Cotton’s) opinions tended “to
establish the most dangerous tenets of the Arminians,” to which he
replies, “ Mr. Robbins, I must tell you, I scorn the charge,” and later
returns to the attack with the assertion that “there is no more con-
nexion between this practice and Arminianism than between it and
atheism,” and closes his argument on that point with the assertion
“Methinks the boldest face may be justly ashamed ever to mention
it any more.” Mr. Robbins offered to “bury the hatchet and forget
and forgive and for the future to live in love and peace.”

The settlement of the difficulty appeared to Mr. Cotton as “a
further insult” and not a retraction or acknowledgment, and the
controversy proceeded with his fourth and last essay ? in which he
proposed that “the church, by a formal vote, adopt the method I
proposed the last town meeting, viz. for a neighbouring Minister to

1 New Englands Memoriall (1669), pp. 77-79.

* That is, the fourth and last essay in Mr. Cotton’s first pamphlet. For the
titles of the four pamphlets printed (two by Mr. Cotton and two by Mr. Robbins),
see pp. Ivi and note 2, lvii and note 1, below.
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baptwe the children of the church, as long as Mr. Robbins’s scruples
remain. . . . We are willing to give him liberty of conscience; and
expect the same liberty from him. And should think it hard, if he
endeavours to prevent any Minister’s coming.” ! The town never
voted on Mr. Cotton’s proposal, and the church at its meeting on June
30, 1772, voted to drop the affair for the present and “to reassume
the further Consideration thereof, when they shall think it proper
or necessary.” The suggestion, however, in time became adopted in
practice, and those children who failed to meet with the minister’s
strict requirements were baptized by a more liberal preacher on the
occasion of some of Mr. Robbins’s infrequent exchanges.

The church was not onlydivided on matters of practice and dogma,
but also was not in complete accord on the issues presented by the
Revolutionary War. Mr. Robbins was a sturdy patriot and served
from time to time with the Revolutionary forces at Dorchester as
chaplain, but some of the leading citizens of the town were not in
sympathy with the demands for independence and separation from
the mother country. Deacon Foster was brought before the church
charged inter alia that his political conduct and practice were just
matters of offence, that he “discovers a Willingness to have this
Country enslaved,” and “is an Advocate for ye Destructive Doc-
trines of Positive Obedience & Non Resistance.”

On July 17, 1776, at the hearing upon the charges against Deacon
Foster, it was urged against him that he looked upon those of the
brethren who were opposed to him in political opinions as rebels
and deserving of punishment, and he being unwilling to make any
recantation, it was voted almost unanimously that they could not
contentedly communicate with him at the Lord’s table. At the
deacon’s request the meeting was adjourned for further deliberation,
without proceeding to his formal suspension from the Communion,
and before final action was taken Deacon Foster died of small-pox
in January, 1777.

Another of the brethren explained his non-attendance upon
church worship upon the ground that “The people of the town in
general treated him in contempt, calling him a Tory.”

! The extracts in the text are from Mr. Cotton’s first pamphlet, The general
Practice of the Churches of New-England, relating to Baptism, Vindicated .
[1772], pp. 20-21, 34, 36, 41, 72-73.
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In 1794 a committee of the church and a committee of the parish
were appointed to meet and prepare a form of admission to the
church and confession of faith. Dr. Robbins proposed a plan which
met the approval of his committee but the committee of the parish
would not concur. The confession of faith, as stated by Dr. Robbins
and adopted by the church in June, 1795, contained fourteen articles,
agreeing in substance with the six principles of William Perkins.

The records of the church during Dr. Robbins’s term of service
contain a larger number of cases of church discipline than are to be
found in the records kept by any other of the pastors of the church.
A scholarly, learned and devout minister, possessing the confidence
and respect of all his congregation and the affection of many, he
had positive ideas as to the duties and responsibilities of pastor and
church to its erring members. The morals as well as the religious
beliefs of the members of his parish were subjects of his interest and
care. He thoroughly believed in the propriety and importance of
public admonitions and public. confessions,! and while he tempered
justice with mercy as he understood it, in the cases of those of his
flock who were prepared to retract their errors and confess their sins
and show repentance, he did not hesitate to proceed to the severest
measures which it was possible for a church to take.

On July 1, 1798, he pronounced formal sentence of excommunica-
tion upon one member of his church: “I declare him to belong
visibly to the sinful & woful Kingdom of Satan, the Ruler of the
Darkness of this World. I declare him to be a Person, from whom
Christians, the followers of our holy Lord are to ‘withdraw them-
selves, as from one that walks disorderly.” And this just Sentence,
now passed upon him, by the Church in the Name & by the Author-
ity of Christ, is but a Prelude & Representation of a Sentence, far
more dreadful to be passed upon him, in the Day when the Lord
Jesus Christ shall come to judge the world.”?

Upon the re-union of the Third and First churches in 1784, Dr.
Robbins became the pastor of a parish including within its limits
the town of Plymouth excepting only the precinct of Manomet
Ponds, and until his death on June 30, 1799, he was, with the ex-

1 See the reasons given by himself in 1771 for recording confessions, pp. 287-
288, below. '

3 P. 520, below.
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ception of the pastor of that outlying precinct, the only settled
minister in the town. Whatever dissatisfaction existed with Dr.
Robbins’s strictness in religious and parochial matters was undoubt-
edly held in check during his term of service by the affection and
respect which the members of his parish entertained for him and no
formal action looking towards a -division of the church was had,
although it is probable that a majority of the church were not en-
tirely in sympathy with his attitude upon some matters of discipline
and practice.

Until 1788 he occupied the parsonage on the northerly side of
Leyden Street, which stands on a portion of the lot presented to the
church by the widow and son of Dr. Samuel Fuller of the Mayflower,
who for many years was a deacon of the church. This parsonage:
house is still standing and was occupied by his successor, Dr. Ken-
dall. The following memorandum appears in the church records:

Lord’s Day June 30** 1799, died, after a long and distressing illness,
The Revd Chandler Robbins DD. The justly & highly esteemed &
greatly beloved Pastor of this Church; to the great and inexpressible
loss of his bereaved flock, and his other numerous acquaintance. After
having faithfully and indefatigably laboured in this part of the Lords
vineyard, nearly forty years, it pleased his Divine Master to release him
from his service here, & to call him home to receive a gracious reward.!

The last entry made by Dr. Robbins on the church records was
the record of the meeting of February 12, 1799. The moderator of
the next meeting, held November 4, 1799, records the choice .of a
minister by the church to succeed Dr. Robbins by a vote of twenty-
three for Mr. James Kendall and “fifteen were not for him.” The
parish voted to concur with the church by a vote of 253 in the
affirmative and 15 in the negative. Mr. Kendall’s answer to the
call given him by the church on the 4th of November, 1799, is re-
corded in full in the records. He was born at Sterling, November 3,
1769, and was nearly fitted to enter Harvard College at the early
age of fourteen, but on account of serious trouble with his eyes,
attributed to the closeness of his application to the study of Greek
in the evening, he was not permitted to enter college until 1792.
He was graduated in the class of 1796 with high rank and in 1798

1 P, 623, below.
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became a tutor of Greek in the College, and later received the
degree of AM. in course and of S.T.D. in 1825. He was the first
candidate invited to preach in Plymouth after the death of Dr. .
Robbins and preached his first sermon as candidate on October 13,
1799. Dr. Thomas Robbins, a nephew of Dr. Chandler Robbins,
notes in his diary of that day: “Heard Mr. Kendall preach. He
appears to be an Arminian in full. A very great congregation
here.” !

Without ‘attempting to analyze minutely the differences between
the distinguishing tenets of the Arminians and those of the Calvin-
ists, it is sufficient to say that the Arminians regarded the doctrines
of Calvin with regard to free will, predestination, and grace as too

'severe, and adopted a religious system which extends the love of

the Supreme Being and the “merits of Jesus Christ” to all mankind.

For thirty-eight years Dr. Kendall was the sole pastor of the First
Church and after the settlement of his colleague, the Rev. George
W. Briggs, he preached frequently as the senior pastor of the church
in his own and other pulpits. He died on March 17, 1859, after a
ministry of nearly sixty years, leaving “the memory of the pious
pastor, the lover of peace, the promoter of good will among men, the
stedfast christian friend, who in his daily life, so well exemplified
their [the Pilgrims’] virtues, and their all sustaining faith.”* He
published many sermons and addresses. Eleven years after his
death Governor Clifford at his speech on the Pilgrim anniversary
in 1870, gracefully referred to “the saintlike aspect, the serene
presence, and the mellifluous voice of another divine of a later age,
the worthy successor of John Robinson and Elder Brewster, the
Reverend Dr. Kendall.” 2

The church sent invitations to fourteen churches, to President
Willard of Harvard College, and the Rev. Dr. David Tappan, Pro-
fessor of Divinity, to be present at his ordination. The ecclesiastical
council met at Plymouth on the 31st of December, 1799, nine
churches being represented. A remonstrance against ordaining him
as pastor of the church was presented to the council by three members,

1 Diary (1886), i. 99.

? These words were used when presenting to Dr. Kendall a casket containing
$400 from friends in Boston and vicinity on January 1, 1850: see his Discpurse
delivered on that day, p. 24.

3 Proceedings, etc. (1871), pp. 140-141.
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who said they represented fifteen male members. The council, after
due consideration and giving the remonstrance its full weight, voted
that they were ready to comply with the request of the First Church
of Christ in Plymouth, expressed in their letters missive, and pro-
ceeded with the ordination. On January 1, 1800, Mr. Kendall was
solemnly ordained to the work of the Gospel ministry and pastor of
the First Church of Christ in Plymouth.

On the 17th of September, 1801, a meeting of the church was held
and a request was submitted by one of the brethren that all the
members, male and female, that wished be dismissed from their
relations with the First Church, be formed into a new church by
the name of the Third Church of Christ in Plymouth, and that any
member who desires hereafter a dismission from either church to
join the other one, be dismissed and recommended to the other.
And further, that an equal proportion of the church furniture ac-
cording to the numbers of the Third Church be granted to that
church. y

On the 24th of September the church again met for further con-
sideration of this request. The petitioners explained that they had
nothing further in view than that the removal of relations from one
church to the other in the future be regulated according to the usual
practice of this and other Congregational churches in New England,
and they relinquished their claims to the church furniture, being
convinced that as it was given to the First Church the present mem-
bers were not exclusively entitled to it, and therefore had no right
to the disposal of it. They asked only for the privilege of using it
a certain time until it was convenient for them to furnish their own
table.

A petition was presented, signed by eighteen males and thirty-
five females, asking that they be dismissed from their present rela-
tions to the First Church in order to be set off into a distinct church
by the name of the Third Church in Plymouth, and the request was
assented to unanimously. Then the church voted to grant the
privilege of using the communion service for two years. So without
apparent bitterness, with singular unanimity, their church was
estahlished in Plymouth with substantially the same provision as to
the admission and recommendation of members as was made when
the church in Leyden was divided, and the members of that church
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who “went should be an absolute church of themselves as well as
those who staid.”

The Legislature by an act passed March 1, 1802, incorporated by
name 144 men and 8 women with their “polls and estates’ into a
parish by the name of the Third Congregational Society in Plym-
outh.! The third precinct or parish which was first established in
1744 had been re-united with the first parish by the act of March 20,
1784. The original petition for this act of incorporation in 1801,
which is preserved in the State archives, bases the application for a
charter upon five reasons which were given as follows:

1%t [That the petitioners had] Erected a new building for public
worship in which a respectable Congregation has Attended for more
than one Year.

24 That fifty three members of the first Church have been regularly
dismissd from that Church which was nearly one half of its members &
have formed into Church estate by the name of the 3¢ Church of Christ
in plymouth, who with others of your petitioners Cannot Concientously
unite in public worship with those from whom they Seperated.

34 That the precinct is too numerous to worship in One house as it
consists of 30402 Souls & more than 500 rateable poles, & being so
numerous the people cannot be Accommodated with Seats in one house.

42 That 'your petitioners have to Support not only their public
teacher, but have to pay to support the minister of the first precinct.

52 Considering the extent of the precinct & numerous Inhabitants
your petitioners think the present pastor inadequate to perform the
_ requirements of his office To the whole.

The number of inhabitants of the town, the fact that there were
more than 500 adult males which made it impossible, if there was -
that general desire on the part of the people to attend divine worship
which it had been assumed existed in earlier days, for the existing
meeting-house to hold the possible worshippers, might of itself justify
the establishment of another society within the limits of the town.
That the theological differences which existed were more minute and
technical than substantial, appears in the report of the committee,
which was accepted by the town, to which was referred the applica-
tion of some of the petitioners for the sale to them of a part of the

1 Acts and Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1801 (1897), pp.
342-34. .

* Perhaps “3044.”
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Training Green belonging to the town upon which to erect their
meeting-house. The committee said in part in its report to the
town on the 5th of April, 1800:

To comply with the request of the applicants by granting a lot in
Training Green for the purpose mentioned would, in the’opinion of
your committee, not only preclude the town, under whatever circum-
stances it may be, from opposing the prosecution of that object, but
would sanction the separation of a small number of persons on. principles
that do not appear to be substantial and well-founded. If religious
societies are to be split up into divisions merely from a variance of
sentiment in certain polemic speculations, about which the greatest and
best men in all ages of the Christian church have differed, each Christian
must consecrate his own dwelling as his sanctuary, for scarcely two of
the best informed Christians can be found precisely to agree on every
controverted point.

The church records during Mr. Kendall’s ministry relate mainly
to church meetings and election of church officers and delegates to
the various ordinations and councils to which the church was in-
vited. The records of baptisms, marriages,! and deaths were kept in
full as was the custom of his predecessors. Dr. Robbins on January
1, 1799, recorded a list of members of the church who were admitted

before he came to Plymouth and a list of all members admitted

during the term of his settlement, and the list of admissions to and
dismissions from the church was continued and kept by his successor.

The rigor of church discipline which had prevailed in the past was
much relaxed and may be attributed in part to a less strict and
formal compliance with disputed points of doctrine which had
divided the church members in former years, as well as to the
political, social, and economic changes which these changing years
brought.

But few cases of discipline are recorded in the later records, and
in most cases diligent effort was made by the appointment of com-
mittees and others instructed to wait on the delinquents and per-
suade them to correct the objectionable practices, without enforcing
the severity of church discipline.

In July, 1823, it was voted to alter the terms and conditions of
becoming members of the church and enjoying Christian privileges,

1 Cf. p. xxx and note 2, above. )
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in order to render them more in accordance with the requirements
of the Gospel and more agreeable to apostolic practice, and more in
accordance with the usage of this ancient church for one hundred
and seventy-five years.

It was noted that in the year 1795 a departure from the ancient
usage was introduced by adopting a written creed or confession as a
condition of admission to the Christian ordinances, and it was de-
termined that that was in fact a departure from the practice of the
church from the time of our forefathers and from the first principle
of Protestantism, which is a sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for all
the purposes of faith and practice. Instead, therefore, of continuing
to make a public acknowledgment of this creed a condition of en-
joying fellowship and communion in the future, it was voted unani-
mously to return to the former practice of the church in this respect
and adopt the covenant made use of by the church previous to the
years 1795. The original church covenant was as follows:

You do (now) in the presence of God, in the presence of his holy
Angels, and in the presence of this solemn assembly, this day avouch
the Lord Jehovah, the only living and the true, God, to be your God,
and to give up yourself to him alone, acknowledging God the Father
be your Father and Sovereign: And giving yourself unto the Lord Jesus
Christ as your only Priest and atonement, as your only Prophet and
Guide, as your only King and Lawgiver; and to the Holy Spirit of God
as your only Sanctifier and Comforter; and also giving up yourself to
this Church of our Lord Jesus Christ, You do solemnly promise by the
help of his grace to walk with God and this his Church, in ways of holy
Communion, and due subjection to all his holy ordinances, and accord-
ing to his will, revealed in his holy word.!

It was also voted that written relations should no longer be required
as a term of admission to Christian ordinances, but that it should be
optional with the applicant to communicate his request in writing
or verbally through the pastor.

The word “Unitarian” does not appear in the records earlier than
June, 1828, when a letter was communicated from the Second Con-
gregational Unitarian Society in New York, requesting the aid of
this church by their pastor and delegate at the ordination of Mr.
William Parsons Lunt over said society.?2 Prior to that time many

1 Pp. 574-575, below. 2 P. 579, below.
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churches, to which this church was invited to send delegates to the
ordinations or meetings of ecclesiastical councils, were not referred
to as Unitarian churches but uniformly as Congregational churches or
by their proper legal title. That the distinctive name of Unitarian
was not adopted by the First Parish although its affiliations with
that denomination existed in fact, is shown by the organization on
February 14, 1831, of a religious society in the town under the
name of the “Unitarian Society.” On May 16, 1831, that society
elected the Rev. James H. Bugbee for their teacher for the year
ensuing. At that time Mr. Bugbee was the minister of the Uni-
versalist Society in Plymouth. It had a brief existence, the date of
the last entry in its record being April 30, 1833.

On the 15th of June, 1837, the church again voted unanimously
to adopt the following provision and declaration as the form and
condition in the future of admission to the church and of partaking
of the ordinances of the Gospel:

Believing the scriptures of the Old and New Testament to contain
the word of God, and to be the only and sufficient rule of faith and
practice; it is my (or our sincere) desire and purpose of heart in profess-
ing this belief, in joining the Chh, and partaking of the Ordinances of
the gospel by the aid of his grace to live by the faith of the Son of God,
and thus to walk in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the
Lord blameless.!

This form it is stated, “being so much in harmony with the Sim-
plicity that is in Christ and so conformable to the primative prac-
tice of the Chh, it is hoped and believed will tend to remove from
the minds of sincere and devout persons, their reasonable objection
against joining the Chh, and availing themselves of the satisfaction
and benefit of enjoying the christian Ordinances.”

On January 1, 1838, the Church unanimously voted to invite the
Rev. George W. Briggs of Fall River to become an associate minister
with the Rev. Dr. Kendall, and to “approve of the proceedings of
the Parish at a meeting held on the thirteenth day of October last,”
whereby Mr. Briggs was invited to become colleague pastor with
the Rev. Dr. Kendall. Twenty-six churches were invited to take
part in the installation of Mr. Briggs on January 3 and were gen-

! Pp. 590-591, below.



xlviii INTRODUCTION

erally represented by their pastors and delegates, two churches, '
defined as Unitarians, were included; the church at Fall River and
the church at Buffalo. On December 31, 1852, the connectior
between the church and parish and the Rev. Mr. Briggs, at his v
ticular request, was dissolved, after a continuance of fifteen
of great unanimity and satisfaction on the part of the sor
unbroken harmony between the junior and senmior pr
Briggs accepted the invitation of the First Congregatio.
Salem to become its minister.

The parish records record an invitation to Mr. Henry L. u._
to settle as a colleague with the Rev. Dr. Kendall, by vote of t.
parish on the 19th of May, 1853. For the first time the church
does not appear to have voted on the ‘settlement of a minister.
Mr. Myrick accepted on July 9th, and a council was summoned
by the First Church and Society in Plymouth for his ordina-
tion as associate pastor, which met at the Samoset House on
the 21st of September, 1853. Ten churches were represented
by pastors and delegates and voted to proceed with the ordina-
tion. The connection of the Rev. Mr. Myrick with the church
as colleague pastor was dissolved at his request in September,
1854.

On April 8, 1855, the Rev. George S. Ball, late of Upton, com-

. menced his supply of the pulpit for one year, as associate pastor of

-

the First Church, by invitation of the First Parish through their
committee; on March 1st, 1856, he was invited to settle as colleague
pastor, and remained until April, 1857, when his connection was
dissolved at his own request.

On the 8th of November, 1858, the Rev. Edward H. Hall was
invited to become the associate pastor of the society. Mr. Hall
accepted the invitation and was ordained on January 5, 1859, the
senior pastor of the society making the ordaining prayer.

Dr. Kendall died honored and beloved on the 8th of March, 1859,
and these volumes are completed with the last entry in the hand-
writing of the aged minister and his pastorate of nearly sixty years
is finished:

A connexion formed under such favorable and auspicious circum-
stances — and with so much harmony and unanimity of feeling and
expression — inspires the hope of and promises a result most favorable
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to the Christian growth and prosperity of this Chh. and Parish. Our
desire & prayer are that this hope & this result may be realized.!

The members of the First Church have worshipped in five meet-
ing-houses. The first, erected in or about 1648, stood on the north-
erly side of the Town Square and remained until 1683, when it was
taken down.?

During Mr. Cotton’s ministry the second meeting-house was
erected in 1683, nearly upon the site of the present meeting-house,
although its front is believed to have been about twenty feet farther
easterly. This building was taken down on July 3, 1744.3

The third meeting-house was raised during Mr. Leonard’s min-
istry on July 17th, 1744, the congregation meeting in it for the first

time on July 29th of that year. On April 10, 1831, the last religious

service was performed in this building, which had stood for eighty-
seven years. The text on the occasion was “Who is left among you
that saw this house in its first glory? and how do ye see it now?”

1 Pp. 718-719, below. The reference is to Mr. Edward H. Hall.

* The two earliest allusions to the first meeting-house appear to be the follow-
ing. On December 4, 1647, a committee was chosen at a town meeting ‘‘to make
the rate for comon charges being 3£ And allso 25 pounds for ye meeting house;"”
and on May 17, 1649, a town meeting was ‘“holden at the meeting house” (Plym-
outh Town Records, i. 22, 28).

3 Two sketches of the second meeting-house are reproduced facing p. xlviii.
When or by whom they were drawn is not known, but they came into my posses-
gion from the family of William 8. Russell. The handwriting of the inscription
underneath the lower sketch has not been identified. But the words ‘“ Meeting
House Plymouth Built 1683,” written above the upper sketch, are in the hand of
Samuel Davis (1765-1829), as appears from a comparison of them with a manu-
script volume now owned by the Boston Athenseum. This volume, with the printed
label “Historical Extracts” on the back of the cover, contains entries about
Plymouth made by Mr. Davis in the years 1810-1814. On p. 74 he mentions the
second meeting-house, but makes no allusion to these sketches.

It is pertinent to add that it was Samuel Davis who, so far as is known, first
used the term Pilgrim Fathers. In an ode written by Thomas Paine (later Robert
Treat Paine, Jr.) for the anniversary of the Massachusetts Charitable Fire Society
on May 29, 1795, we read:

But, lo, across th’ Atlantic floods,
The Star-directed pilgrim sails!

- Inan ode written for the Boston celebration of Forefathers’ Day on December 22,
1798, Mr. Paine employed the expressions “pilgrim man” and “heirs of Pil-
grims.” Mr. Davis's ode in which the term Pilgrim Fathers first occurs, was
written for the Boston celebration of Forefathers’ Day in 1799. See Publications
of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, xvii. 326, 331, xviii. 32-33.
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(Haggai, ii. 3.) The next day the workmen began to take down
the house.!

The foundations of the fourth meeting-house were completed and
the frame was raised during Dr. Kendall’s ministry on June 2, 1831.
On the 14th of December the new church was completed and
solemnly dedicated to the worship and service of Almighty God.
In the afternoon of the day of dedication the pews were all sold,
except such as were reserved for the aged and paupers, for a sum
more than sufficient to cover the expense of the new church and to
pay the pewholders in the old house at the appraised value. This
building stood until November 22, 1892, when it was destroyed by
fire. The pastor notes a remarkable circumstance as an interposi-
tion of Providence that on the 22nd of November, 1831, during a
severe tempest, the church was struck by lightning, the pinnacle of
the church was destroyed, the plating forced from the column, and
the granite pillar upon which it rested was removed? No other
damage was sustained by the tower. The body of the building
was not injured, although several persons were within the tower at
the time and two in the bell deck room, yet no one suffered the
slightest injury.?

The corner-stone of the present meeting-house, the fifth, built of
stone, was laid on June 29, 1896, and the dedication occurred on
December 21, 1897.

The silver owned by the First Church has been fully described
by Mr. E. Alfred Jones.*

ARTHUR LORD.

1 A sketch of the third meeting-house is reproduced facing p. 288, below.
When or by whom it was drawn has not been ascertained, but it also formerly
belonged to Mr. Russell. In his Historical Extracts, mentioned in the pre-
vious note, Mr. Davis does not mention the sketch, but writes: “The model
of this House seems to have been taken from the Old Brick Church which form-
erly stood in Cornhill Boston. . . . The Bird on the spire is of copper gilt —
& was made at Boston by MF® Drowne” (p. 75). The allusions are to the
meeting-house of the First Church, Boston, built after the fire of 1711, and to
Shem Drowne.

t P. 584, below.

3 A reproduction of the fourth meeting-house faces p. 584, below.

4 Old Silver of American Churches (Letchworth, England, 1913), pp. 874-376.



LISTS OF PASTORS .
ASSOCIATE PASTORS, ELDERS, DEACONS, Erc.!

1620-1859
PasTors
CHRONOLOGICAL . ALPHABRTICAL .
1629-1635 Ralph Smith John Cotton 1669-1697
1636-165¢ John Reyner Edward Henry Hall 1859-1867
1669-1697 John Cotton James Kendall 1800-1859
1699-1723 Ephraim Little Nathaniel Leonard ~ 1724-1760
1724-1760 Nathaniel Leonard Ephraim Little 1699-1723
1760-1799 Chandler Robbins John Reyner 1636-1654
1800-1859 James Kendall Chandler Robbins 1760-1799
1859-1867 Edward Henry Hall Ralph Smith 1629-1635
AssoCIATE PasToRs
1838-1852 George Ware Briggs George S. Ball 1855-1857
1853-1854 Henry Lewis Myrick George Ware Briggs 1838-1852
1855-1857 George S. Ball Edward Henry Hall 1859-1859
1859-1859 Edward Henry Hall Henry Lewis Myrick 1853-1854
ELDERs
1620-1644 William Brewster - William Brewster" 1620-1644
1649-1691 Thomas Cushman Thomas Cushman 1649-1691
1699-1746 Thomas Faunce? Thomas Faunce 1699-1746

1 Previous to Mr. Cotton’s ministry, the dates are more or less conjectural.

In addition to the pastors in the list, all of whom were regularly settled, the
following preached at different times, but were never settled: John Lyford, 1624—
1625; —— Rogers, 1628; Roger Williams, 1631-1634; John Norton, 1635-1636;
Charles Chauncy, 1638-1641; James Williams, between 1654 and 1667; William
Brinsmead, between 1654 and 1667. A Mr. Glover was apparently to come
over in 1635, but died in London before his expected departure. There are
allusions in the Plymouth Town Records to James Williams, who on September
16, 1663, was allowed £60 (i. 54); and to William Brinsmead under dates of
December 27, 1665, February 5, and September 11, 1666 (i. 77, 78, 82).

In 1757 James Sproat, in 1759 Job Whitney, and in 1759 Nathaniel Potter
were chosen pastors, but declined.

? On March 7, 1694, Thomas Faunce and Isaac Cushman were “nominated-
. . . for Elders” (p. 173, below). On June 16, 1695, the “matter of Elders being
named, & then nominated, desired to give their answer, Bro: Faunce declined a
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Deacons!

CHRONOLOGICAL ALPHABETICAL
1620-1621 John Carver John Atwood 1716-1754
1620-1633 Samuel Fuller Nathaniel Atwood 1694
1629-1633 Richard Masterson Joseph Bartlett 1745-1783
1629-1633 Thomas Blossom " John Bishop 1797-1801

John Doane Thomas Blossom 1629-1633
William Paddy John Carver 1620-1621
John Cook _Thomas Clark 1694-1697
-1669 John Dunham Thomas Clark 1728-1728
1669-1687 Robert Finney John Cook
1669-1693 Ephraim Morton Rosseter Cotton 1822-1837
1686-1699 Thomas Faunce William Crombie 1777-1814
1694-1727 George Morton Jonathan Diman 1784-1797
1694 Nathaniel Atwood? . John Doane
1694-1697 Thomas Clark Lemuel Drew 1812-1825
17161741 John Foster John Dunham -1669
1716-1754 John Atwood Thomas Faunce 1686~-1699
1728-1750 Haviland Torrey Robert Finney 1669-1687

present acceptance of the call from sense of his owne unfitnesse, Bro: Isaac Cush-
man desired further time of consideration; In which time our bretheren engaged
in promoting & new society in our westerne preecincts, gave Bro: Cushman an
earnest call to teach the word of God to them & desired our chh to consent
thereto” (p. 177, below). Isaac Cushman accepted the call to the new soclety,
which later beca.me Plympton. On April 3, 1699, Thomas Faunce was again
chosen elder, this time accepted, and was ordamed October 4 (pp. 187, 189,
below).

1 Some of the dates are conjectural.

There is mention of ‘ Deacon Rob* Harlow” on May 12, 1751 (p. 447 below);
of “Deac® Nathaniel Warren” on February 26, 1767, and December 27, 1792
(pp. 396, 420, below); and of ““Deacon Cornelius Holmes’’ on August 11, 1773
(p. 402, below). All three were presumably deacons of some other church.

Sylvanus Bartlett and Lemuel Bartlett ‘were chosen deacons in 1777, but
declined. (Pp. 352, 353, 354, below.)

In his Account of the Church (Appendix to Mr. Philemon Robbins’s Sermon,
1760), Mr. John Cotton gave the names of the deacons down to 1760. In a copy
of the Account owned by Mr. Lord, in the margin of p. 4 is written, in the hand
of Mr. Cotton, “M’ James Hirst.” There was a James Hirst (or Hurst) at
Plymouth in the early days, but his name apparently does not occur in the
church records, and the authority for Mr. Cotton’s statement is unknown.

* Nathaniel Atwood is in the records variously called “ Atwood” and “Wood.”
The date of his death is unknown. Whether he was the father of Deacon John
Atwood, whose name also variously appears as “Atwood” and “Wood,” has not
been ascertained.
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CHRONOLOGICAL ALPHABETICAL
1728-1728! Thomas Clark John Foster 1716-1741
1745-1777 Thomas Foster Thomas Foster 17451777
1745-1783 Joseph Bartlett Samuel Fuller 1620-1633
1754-1776 John Torrey Richard Masterson  1629-1633
1777-1814 William Crombie Ephraim Morton 1669-1693
1784-1797 Jonathan Diman George Morton 1694-1727
1784-1818 Ephraim Spooner Ichabod Morton 1832-1841
1797-1801 John Bishop 2 William Paddy
1812-1825 Lemuel Drew Wm. Putnam Ripley 1818-1842
1818-1842 William Putnam Ripley Thomas Russell 1853-1854
1822-1837 Rosseter Cotton William Shaw Russell 1853-1863
1832-1841 Ichabod Morton ? Ephraim Spooner 1784-1818
1853-1863 William Shaw Russell = Haviland Torrey 1728-1750
1853-1854 Thomas Russell John Torrey 1754-1776

! Haviland Tqrrey and Thomas Clark were chosen deacons on January 22,
1728, the choice was concurred on February 11, and they were ““in the Name of
the Chh desired . . . to Accept of that Office and take their places in the Dea-~
cons seat & be assisting with the other Deacons as Occasion shall require till they
be Regularly Ordained.” Haviland Torrey was duly ordained on December 29th,
but Thomas Clark died on March 18th before ordination. (Pp. 237, 238, 239,
below.)

2 Exactly how long John Bishop remained deacon is uncertain. He was
elected deacon on April 10, 1797 (p. 5§13, below). On March 6, 1800, he requested
“‘to be dismissed from his office, as deacon, in this Chh,” but “was prevailed with
to withdraw his request” (p. 543, below). On September 24, 1801, a John Bishop
was dlismissed from the First Church to the Third Church (p. 547, below), and
presumably this was Deacon John Bishop. At all events, there is no further
allusion to John Bishop as deacon until January 6, 1812, when the church voted
“ to adjourn this meeting to first tuesday in Feb. for the purpose of making choice
of a Deacon in the room of Dea. Bishop resigned some years since;” and on
February 4 the adjourned meeting voted to ‘ proceed to make choice of a Dea®
to fill the vacancy made by the resignation of Dea™ Bishop” (p. 559, below).
Yet his gravestone states that he died March 26, 1830, and that ‘“he was Deacon
of the Church 34 years” (Kingman, Epitaphs from Burial Hill, p. 165). Perhaps
he became deacon of the Third Church in 1801. .

3 Ichabod Morton resigned as deacon on February 19, 1841, and on October 23,
1842, at his own request, his connection with the First Church was dissolved.
(Pp. 597, 598, below.)

After 1800 it clearly became difficult to induce members to accept the office of
deacon, and vacancies remained unfilled for many years. On February 19, 1841,
“It was then proposed to chose a substitute to fill his [I. Morton’s] place in the
Office of Deacon of the Chh. After some consultation — it was Voted to post-
pone the meeting indefinitely — for the purpose of selecting and agreeing on
some suitable person among the brethren, who might be willing to accept the
office, if chosen” (p. 597, below). Mr. Morton’s resignation left the church with
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MeeTing-Housks

1648-1683 First
1683-1744 Second
1744-1831 Third
1831-1892 Fourth
1897 Fifth

"OrrsrOOTS FROM THE Frmst CHURCH, PLYMOUTH

1632 Duxbury

1632 Marshfield

1646 Eastham

1698 Plympton

1717 Kingston

1738 Second Church, Plymouth (Manomet Ponds)

1744 Third Church, Plymouth (re-united with the First
Church, Plymouth, 1784)

1801 Third Church, Plymouth

but a single deacon, William P. Ripley; and from the death of Mr. Ripley on
November 10, 1842, to March 13, 1853, the church was apparently without a
deacon.



BIBLIOGRAPHIES
1620-1859!

PASTORS AND ASSOCIATE PAsTORS

EpERAM LiTTLE
17202
Of Taking Heed to, and Fulfilling the Ministry; With the Grand Motive
thereto. A Sermon Preached at the North-Precinct in Plymouth, November 2.
1720. Being the Day of the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Joseph Stacey, to
the Pastoral Office in the Church there. By Daniel Lewes, A.M. Pastor of the

1 These include only (1) the writings of the settled pastors and associate pas-
tors of the First Church from 1620 to the end of the year 1859, and (2) the ser-
mons preached at the ordination or at the funeral of the settled pastors. Of the
early ministers who preached at Plymouth but were not regularly settled (see
p. 1i note 1, above), only three appear to have published anything — Roger
Williams, John Norton, and Charles Chauncy.

Mr. John Cotton assisted the Apostle Eliot in his Indian translations, but
published nothing under his own name. After the death of John Alden in 1687,
two poems were printed in broadside. The authorship of one of these has never
been ascertained, but the other, signed “J. C.,” is usually attributed to Mr.
Cotton. (See Proceedings Massachusetts Historical Society, xli. 208; Mayflower
Descendant, ix. 129-131, 193-196. If the attribution is correct, the poem was
overlooked by Sibley in his Harvard Graduates, i. 507-508.) This poem is
entitled:

“Upon the Death of that Aged, Pious, Sincere-hearted Christian, John Alden
Esq: Late Magistrate of New-Plimouth Colony, who dyed Sept 12th. 1687. being
about eighty nine years of age.”

Mr. Little’s only known publication was a Preface to a sermon printed in 1720:
see the text on this page.

Mr. Leonard apparently published nothing, but he may have been the author
(or part author) of a pamphlet printed in 1745. This was signed (p. 14) by four-
teen pastors, headed by ‘““Nath. Leonard, Pastor of a Church at Plymouth.”
The title reads:

The Testimony of A Number of Ministers Conven’d at Taunton, In the County
of Bristol, March 5. 1744, 5. In Favour of The Rev. Mr. Whitefield, &c. Giving
the Reasons of their inviting him into their Pulpits. . . . Boston: . . . 1745.

It is possible that a charge delivered by a pastor of the First Church was
printed in some sermon preached by the minister of another church. But, so far
as is known, no sermon or discourse by a settled pastor of the First Church was

* These dates indicate when the sermons or discourses were delivered or writ~
ten, the date of publication being in some cases a year later.
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Church in Pembroke. With a Preface by the Reverend, Mr. Ephraim Little,
Pastor of the First Church in Plymouth. . . . Boston: . . . 17201

CHANDLER RoBBINS
1767

The Ways of God vindicated. A Sermon Occasioned by the Death of Mrs.
Elisabeth Watson of Plimouth, Late Consort of George Watson, Esq; and
Daughter of the Hon. Peter Oliver, Esq; Who departed this Life, February 19,
1767. ZXtatis 32. Delivered the Lord’s Day after her Decease. . . . Boston:
.. .M DCC LXVIIL

1771

The Character of Dorcas considered and improved. A Sermon occasioned by
the Death of Mrs. Lydia Hovey, of Plimouth, Late Consort of James Hovey Esq.
Who Departed this Life Feb. 23d. 1771. Ztatis 56. . . . Boston Printed,
M, dee, Ixxi.

1772 :

To please Christ, the great Business of a Gospel Minister. A Sermon Preached
January 29th. 1772. at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Lemuel Le Baron, To
the Pastoral care of the Second Church in Rochester. . . . Boston: . . .
MbccrLxxm.

1773

A Reply to some Essays Lately published by John Cotton, Esq; (of Plymouth)
Relating to Baptism. Wherein it is attempted to shew, That the Practice of
Persons owning the Covenant, (as it is called) and enjoying Baptism for their
Children, while they neglect to come to the Lord’s Supper, is unscriptural and of
dangerous tendency. Also, A Vindication of the Author from several injurious
Aspersions contained in Mr. Cotton’s Remarks on some Letters that passed rela-
tive to this Point. . . . Boston: . . . 17732

1774

Some brief Remarks on A Piece published by John Cotton, Esq; Of Plymouth.
Entitled “The general Practice of the Churches in New-England relating to

published until nearly a century and a half had elapsed after the settlement of
Plymouth.

From 1767 to 1859, inclusive, thirteen discourses were published by Dr. Rob-
bins, eighteen by Dr. Kendall, and twelve or more by Dr. Briggs.

Mr. Myrick and Mr. Ball apparently printed nothing, and Dr. Hall’s publi-
cations, coming after 1859, are not included in these bibliographies.

1 The Preface is dated ‘“Plymouth, Dec. 30, 1720,” and fills pp. i-iv. The
Sermon fills pp. 1-32.

* This pamphlet was in reply to Mr. Cotton’s first pamphlet entitled:

The general Practice of the Churches of New-England, relating to Baptism,
Vindicated: or, some Essays on this important Question, Whether the Practice
of Persons owning or renewing the Covenant, and having Baptism for their
Children without coming immediately into full Communion, be warrantable?
Delivered at several Church-Meetings in Plymouth. With some Letters that
passed on the Subject. By John Cotton, A.M. of Plymouth. . . . Boston: . ..

Mr. Cotton’s pamphlet, according to Evans, was published in 1772.
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Baptism, further vindicated, in Answer to Mr. Robbins’s Reply.” . . . Boston,
.. 17742
1791

A Serraon. Preached before His Excellency Jonh Hancock, Esq. . . . May
25, 1791. Being the day of General Election. Boston, . . . M,DCC,XCI.

1793

An Address, delivered at Plymouth, on the 24th day of January, 1793, to the
Inhabitants of that Town; assembled to celebrate the Victories of the French
Republic, over their Invaders. Delivered at the request of the Subscribers for
the Civic Festival of that day. . . . Boston, . . . MDCCXCIII.

1793

A Sermon preached at Plymouth, December 22, 1793; being the anniversary
of the landing of our ancestors in that place, in 1620. Published at the request
of those who heard it, and others; with some enlargements, and particular anec-
dotes relstmg to their sufferings before they left England never before published.
. . . Boston: . 17942

1794

A Century Sermon, Preached at Kingston, In the County of Plymouth,
April 2d, 1794; at the special desire of Mr. Ebenezer Cobb, who, on that day,

arrived to the age of One Hundred Years. . . . Boston, . . . 1794.
1794
A Sermon, preached at the general Convention of Congregational Ministers
in Boston, May 29, 1794. . . . Boston, 1794.
1795

A Sermon, preached at the Ordination of the Rev. Eliphalet Gillett, to the
Pastoral Charge of the Church in the South Parish in Hallowell, (District of

Maine) August 12th, 1795. . . . Hallowell. MDCCXCY.
. 1796
A Discourse delivered before the Humane Society of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, after their Semiannual meeting, June 14th, 1796. . . . Boston,
... MDCCXCVI.

1 This pamphlet was in reply to Mr. Cotton’s second pamphlet, entitled:

The General Practice of the Churches of New-England, Relating to Baptism,
Further Vindicated; Containing an Answer to the Rev. Chandler Robbins’s
Reply, Relative to this Question, Whether the Practice of persons owning or
renewing the Covenant, and having Baptism for their Children, without coming
Immediately into Full Communion, be Warrantable? Wherein the Affirmative
is more Fully Confirmed. Together with some Further Remarks on Mr. Rob-
bins’s injurious Treatment of the Author. In Three Parts. By John Cotton,
. AM. of Plymouth. . . . Boston: . . . 1773.

2 An edition of this Sermon was published at Stockbridge in 1796.

~
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1797

A Sermon, preached at the Ordination of the Rev. Ward Cotton, to the Pas-
toral Care of the First Church and Society in Boylston, June 6, 1797. . . .
Printed at Worcester, . . . 1797.

James KENDALL

1800
A Discourse, delivered at Plymouth, February 22d, 1800. At the Request of
the Inhabitants, and in Compliance with the Recommendation of Congress, as a
Testimony of Grief for the Death of George Washington. . . . Boston. . . .
1800.
1800

The Character and Blessedness of the Righteous; illustrated in a Sermon
delivered at Plymouth, September 21, 1800, Being the Sabbath after the Inter-
ment of The Widow Jane Robbins, Relict of the late Dr. Robbins, Who died
September 12, In the 60th year of her age. . . . Boston. 1800.

1800
A Funeral Sermon, delivered gt Plymouth, December 14, 1800. Occasioned

by the Death of Col. George Watson, Who died December 3d, In the 83d year
of his age. . . . Boston. 1801.

1803 .
A Sermon, delivered at Plymouth, September 4, 1803. Occasioned by the
Death of the Rev. David Tappan, D. D. . . . Boston: . . . 1803.
1805

A Sermon, delivered at Dennis, January 2, 1805, at the Ordination of the
Rev. Caleb Holmes, to the Pastoral Office in that Place. . . . Boston: . . .
March, 1805.

1806

Preparation for War the best Security for Peace. Illustrated in a Sermon,
delivered before the Ancient and Honourable Artillery Company, on the Anni- -
versary of their Election of Officers, Boston, June 2, 1806. . . . Boston: . . .
1806.

1811

™ A Sermon, delivered before the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the
Indians and Others in North America, at their Anniversary, November 7, 1811.
. .. Boston: ... 1812.

1813
A Discourse delivered in King’s Chapel, Boston, before the Humane Society
of Massachusetts, at their Semiannual Meeting, June 8, 1813. . . . Boston: . . .
1813
1815
A Sermon, delivered at the Ordination of Rev. Oliver Hayward, to the Pastoral
Care of the East Church and Parish in Barnstable, Nov. 8, 1815. . . . Boston:
. . . 1816,
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1818

An Occasional Sermon, preached at Plymouth the Sabbath after the Interment
of Deacon Ephraim Spooner, who died March 22d, 1818, in the eighty third year
of his age. . . . Boston: . . .

1823

A Discourse, preached in Plymouth, Lord’s Day, February 9, 1823. On the
Danger and Remedy of Evil Habit. . . . Plymouth, . . . 1823.

1825
An Exposition of I Tim. III. 16. Delivered in a Discourse before the Bay
Association, At Quincy, April 27, 1825. . . . Plymouth: . . . 1825,
1828

On Man’s Acoountableness to his Creator, and a Future Retribution. In The
Liberal Preacher; a Monthly Publication of Sermons by Living Ministers.
March, 1828. Vol. I, No. 9, pp. [133}-147.2

1830

A Sermon, delivered at the Ordination of Hersey Bradford Goodwin, as Col-
league Pastor with Ezra Ripley, D.D. of the Congregational Church and Society
in Concord, Mass. Feb. 17, 1830. . . . Concord. . . . M DCC XXX.

1830

A Sermon, delivered at the Ordination of Rev. James Augustus Kendall, as
Pastor of the First Congregational Church and Society in Medfield, Mass.
Nov. 10, 1830. Boston: . . . 1831.

1833

Charge. In A Sermon delivered at the Ordination of Rev. Chandler Robbins,
over the Second Congregational Church in Boston, December 4, 1833. By Rev.
Henry Ware, Jr. Boston: . . . 18332

1836

A Sermon, delivered February 14, 1836, occasioned by the Loss of the Brig
Regulator, of Boston, in Plymouth Harbor, on the 5th of the same Month. . . .
Plymouth: . . .

1850
A Discourse delivered January 1, 1850, upontheFlftlethAnm'venu-yofhis
Ordination as Pastor of the First Church in Plymouth, . . . Plymouth: . . .

1850.%

1 The Liberal Preacher was at that time ‘“Published by John Prentiss, Keene,
N. H. and Bowles & Dearborn, Boston. Printed at Keene, by J. Prentise.”

? The “Charge. By Rev. James Kendall, D.D. of Plymouth, Mass.,” fills
pp- [19}-26.

3 Collation: Title, 1 p; Correspondence between Committee of Arrangements
and Dr. Kendall, 1 p; Discourse, pp. [3}-21; Notes, pp. 21-23; Exercises in the
Church, p. 23; Social Gathering in the Evening, pp. 23-24.
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George WARE Briaes

1835
A Sermon, preached at the Dedication of the Unitarian Church, in Fall River,
Mass. January 28, 1835. . . . Fall River: . . . 1835.

1842
An Address delivered before the Total Abstinence Societies in Plymouth, July
Fourth, 1842, by George W. Briggs. . . . Plymouth. 1842.
1842
An Address delivered at the Funeral of Deacon William P. Ripley, In the First
Church, at Plymouth, Sunday Afternoon, Nov. 13, 1842. . . . Plymouth: . ..
1842.
1846

The Bow in the Cloud: Fifteen Discourses. . . . Second Edition. Boston:
... 18462
1847
Obituary notice of Rev. Zephaniah Willis. In Christian Examiner, May,
1847, xlii. 466-467.2
1847

Two Sermons preached in the First Church in Plymouth, Mass. Sunday,
July 4, 1847. . . . Plymouth: . . .

1847
A Discourse delivered before the Autumnal Unitarian Convention, held at
Salem, Mass., Wednesday Evening, October 20, 1847. . . . Boston: . . . 1847.
1847

Bushnell on Christian Nurture. In Christian Examiner, November, 1847,
xliii. 435-451.

1852

Method of Christian Salvation. . . . Printed for the American Unitarian
Society. Boston: . . . In Tracts of the American Unitarian Association. First
Series. Vol. XXV. ... Boston: ... 18523

1853

An Addrees to the Middlesex Sunday-School Society. Delivered at East Cam-
bridge, Oct. 12, 1853. . . . Reprinted from the Monthly Religious Magasine.
Boston: . . . 1853.¢

1 The preface is dated “Plymouth, Mass., December, 1845;” the text ends
on p. 216; and the book was copyrighted in 1845. See under 1854 for a later
edition (p. Ixi, below).

* The notice is without a title.

8 This has a double pagination: pp. [3}-22, and pp. [97}-116.

4 Reprinted from The Monthly Religious Magasine, December, 1853, x.
568-568.
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1854
The Bow in the Cloud: Discourses. . . . New Edition Enlarged. Boston and
Cambridge. . . . M DCCC LIV} :
1855
The Living Ministry: its Preparation and its Work. An Address Delivered
before the Graduating Class in the Theological School at Cambridge, Sunday
Evening, July 15, 1855. . . . Cambridge: . . . 1855.

1855
The Unchanging Christian Message. A Sermon preached at the Ordination
of Rev. Alfred Porter Putnam, as Minister of the Mt. Pleasant Church in Rox-
bury, December 19, 1855. . . . Boston: . . . 1856.

1857
Protest in Piedmont. In Christian Examiner, November, 1857, Ixiii. 404-431.

1859
A Sermon delivered at Plymouth, at the Funeral of Rev. James Kendall, D.D.,
Senior Pastor of the First Church, in Plymouth, Sunday Afternoon, March 20,
1859. By George W. Briggs, Minister of the First Church in Salem. . . . Bos-
ton: . . . 18592
1859

The Conditions of Ministerial Power: An Address delivered before the Gradu-
ating Class in the Theological School at Meadville, Penn., Wednesday Evening,
June 29, 1859. . . . Boston: . . . 18593

ORDINATION AND FUNERAL SERMONS

1724

The Ministers of God’s Word must Approve themselves unto God. A Sermon.
Preached in the Audience of a Great Assembly at Plymouth, July 29th. 1724.
Being the Day when the Reverend Mr. Nathanael Leonard, Was Ordained Pas-
tor of the First Church in that Town. By Nathanael Eells, Pastor of the South
Church in Scituate. . . . Boston, . . . 1725.

1760
A Sermon Preached at the Ordination Of the Reverend Mr. Chandler Rob-
bins, To the Pastoral Office over the First Church and Congregation In Plym-

! The preface is dated ‘“Salem, (Mass.,) December, 1853.” It contains
twenty-four discourses and the text fills 280 pages. For an earlier edition, see
under 1846 (p. Ix, above).

* Title, 1 leaf; Note, 1 leaf; Sermon, pp. {5]-31; Appendix, pp. [33}-38.

3 Dr. Briggs also published “ Hymns for Christian Worship, Boston, 1845:” cf.
L. B. R. Briggs, ‘ George Ware Briggs, 1810-1895,” in Heralds of a Liberal Faith,
III, The Preachers, Boston, 1910, pp. 37-40. The Massachusetts Historical
Society owns what appears to be a proof of a ‘“Sermon by Rev. George W. Briggs,
D.D., Salem, Mass. Daniel V. 27.” It consists of four pages, printed on the
recto of each leaf; but in what magazine or newspaper the sermon was printed
has not been ascertained.
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outh, January 30th 1760. By his Father, the Reverend Mr. Philemon Robbins,
Pastor of the first Church in Branford, — Conmecticutt. Boston: . . . 1760.t

1799
The Resurrection of good Men to a blessed Immortality, a Ground of Conso-
lation to surviving Mourners, illustrated in a' Discourse, delivered at Plymouth,
July 14, 1799, a few Days after the Death and Interment of the Rev. Chandler

Robbins, D.D. . . . By William Shaw, A.M. Pastor of the First Church of
Christ in Marshfield. . . . Boston. 1799.
1800 '

A Sermon, preached at the Ordination of the Reverend James Kendall, Over
the First Church and Congregation in Plymouth, January 1, 1800. By Jonathan
French, Pastor of the South Church in Andover. . . . Boston. 1800

1859
A Sermon delivered &t Plymouth, at the Funeral of Rev. James Kendall, D.D.,
. By George W. Briggs, . . . 18593

1 Title, 1 leaf; An Ordination Sermon, pp. [3}-22; An Appendix, pp. [1}-35.
The heading to the Appendix reads:

An Appendix, Containing An Account of the Church of Christ In Plymouth,
The first Church in New-England, From it’s Establishment to the present Day.
By a Member of said Church.

This Appendix was written by the Rev. John Cotton of Halifax, later of Plym-
outh: see p. xxii note,above.

* Collation: Half-title, 1 leaf; Title, 1 leaf; [Mr. French’s] Sermon, pp. [5]-23;
Charge, by the Rev. John Howland, pp. [24}-25; Right Hand of Fellowship, by
the Rev. William Shaw, pp. [26]-28; Title [to Dr. Tappan’s Sermons), 1 leaf;
8ermon I, pp. [3]-21; Sermon 11, pp. [23}-46. Though Dr. Tappan’s Sermons are
separately paged, the pamphlet has a continuous register. The title to Dr.
Tappan’s Sermons reads:

" The Beauty and Benefits of the Christian Church, illustrated in Two Ser-
mons, delivered to the First Religious Society In Plymouth, On January 5, 1800,
Being the Lord’s-Day immediately following the Ordination of the Reverend
Mr. Kendall To the Work of the Gospel Ministry in that Society. By David
Tappan, D.D. Hollis Professor of Divinity in Harvard College. . . . Boston.
1800.

How both Mr. French and Dr. Tappan came to preach sermons is explained
by Dr. Briggs: “Dr. Tappan, who had been requested to prepare himself to
preach the Sermon, on account of the feeble health of Mr. French, remained in
town over the following Sabbath, and preached all day from Psalm xlviii. 2"
(Sermon, March 20, 1859, p. 34).

8 For the full title of Dr. Briggs’s Sermon, see p. Ixi, above.
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Part I?

Church Records of
plimouth
1715
Ecclesia Christi 2
CHRISTIAN READER,
I haue Looked att it as a duty Incombent on mee to Comitt to

writing the first Beginnings and after progresse of the Church of
Christ att Plymouth in New England; forasmuch as I can not vn-

! This heading, as throughout the volume, is not a part of the original records,
having been inserted for convenience by the Editor. A short rule always sepa-
rates the heading from the text of the records.

Volume I was originally bound in vellum and contained 84 leaves, constitut-
ing Parts i, i, iii, and iv as indicated in the headings of the present volume, each
part being separately paged. The pages measure 1114 inches in height by 734
inches in width, and the watermark is the same throughout. On the front of
the original vellum cover are written in ink these words in the hand of Nathaniel

Morton:
A Breife Eclesiasticall
History of the Church of
Christ Att Plymouth
Ann° Domi
1680
Many of the leaves of the vellum-covered volume being badly worn, some years
ago the volume was taken to pieces and the leaves (including the vellum cover)
inserted in & new volume bound in leather. Where a leaf is written on one side
only, it is sometimes pasted on a page of the new volume, but most of the leaves

2 These words, in an unknown hand, are on an unnumbered page, at the top
of which something is written in an unknown hand, but as the leaf is torn only
the words “Children of the Church” can be made out. The words on this page
are the only ones in Part i not written by Nathaniel Morton. The verso of the
page is blank.
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derstand That there is any. thmg' p'tlcularly extant concerning it

and almost all the Membf.rao‘f the said Church: both Elders & others
Being deceased- by, whoni Intelligence of Matters in that behalf
might be procln:ed ‘I dare not charge the Reuerend Elders of that
C.hurh Whoe are Gon to there Rest; with any Neglect on that behalf

** & for when they were in holland they were Nessesitated to defend the
- "% Cause of Christ by writing against opposites of seuerall sortes; soe
as such like Imployes Together with the Constant and faithfull dis-
charge of the duties of their offices probably took vpp the Greatest
prte of theire time; And since the Church prted and a considerable
prte therof came vnto this Goeing downe of the sun; It might be
Neglected prtly on the accoumt! That diuers writings some wherof
being put forth in print, did point att; and in a Great measure dis-
criminate the affaires of the Church; forasmuch (as then) the smale
comonwealth in our first begining att New Plymouth Consisted
mostly of such as were members of the church which was first begun

are mounted. When this was done, Part v, which contains 17 leaves, was also
included in the volume, though as its leaves are smaller and have no watermark
Part v could not have been a portion of the original vellum-covered volume.
Hence as now made up, Volume I contains 111 leaves in five parts, each sepa-~
rately paged.
Volume I, as now bound in leather, has printed on the back of the cover,
which measures 123/ inches in height by 834 inches in width, the words:
Plymouth
First Church
Records.
And on the front cover are printed these words:
Plymouth First Church

Records.
First Book

The Lord our God be with us as he was
with our Fathers.

Part i is, with the exception of a few words on p. 3 of this volume (see page 3
note 2), wholly in the hand of Nathaniel Morton. It contains 41 leaves, or 82
pages, of which six are not numbered, while the remainder are numbered from
(1] to [76]. Six pages are blank — p. (3], p. [60], and four unnumbered pages,
one being the verso of p. [1] and another the verso of p. [76]: see p. 3 note 2,
above, and pp. 6 note 1, 8 note 3, 10 note 2, 113 note 4, 141 note 2, below.

For descriptions of Parts ii-v, see pp. 142 note 1, 190 note 1, 224 note 1,
249 note 1, below.

1 Written above ““accoun,” crossed out.
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NATHANIEL MORTON’S PREFACE, 1680 5

and afterwards carryed on in Leyden in holland; for about the space
of twelue yeers and Continewed and carryed on att Plymouth in
New England; a smale prte wherof Remaineth vntill this day; if
any thing was don on this kind; by those worthy Leaders; I suppose;
the blame is Rather to be layed on those which had the first view;
of theire studdyes and had theire bookes and writings in Custody
after theire~decease; for I ame prswaded that such was theire faith-
fulnes and prudence as that they did not wholly Neglect this matter
some yeers since it pleased God to putt an Impulse vpon my speritt
to doe somthing in a historicall way Concerning New England,
more especially; with Respect to the Collonie off New Plymouth;
which was Intitled New Englands Memoriall; ! In which I occa-
sionally I took Notice of Gods Great and Graciouss worke in erecting
soe many Churches of Christ in this wildernes; But it was Judged
by some that were Judicious that I was to sparing and short in that
behalf; The Consideration wherof put mee on thoughts of Recol-
lecting somthing more prticularly? Relateing to the Church of
Plymouth but it pleased the Lord in holy wisdom soe to dispose
that haueing accomplished my desires somtime after the finishing of
this worke I was solliseted to lend it to a Reuerand frind att Boston
where it was burned in the first fire that was soe destructiue att
Boston in the yeer 1667.%) yett Notwithstanding I haue through
the goodnes of God Crowded through many difficulties to atcheiue
it the second time; and for that end did once againe Repaire to the
studdy of my much honored Vncle William Bradfo[rd4] Esquire
deceased for whose care and faithfulnes in such like Respects wee
stand bound; as firstly and mostly to the Lord soe® secondarily, to
him and his whose labours in such Respect might fitly haue bin

1 Printed at our Cambridge in 1669: see Publications of the Colonial Society
of Massachusetts, xiv. 268-281, xviii. 15-26.

? Here “Related” is crossed out.

* This date, which is twice underscored, is doubtless an error for 1676, for it
was in the fire of November 27, 1676, that Increase Mather (to whom Morton
here refers) lost part of his library: see Mather’s Diary under that date, 2 Pro-
ceedings Massachusetts Historical Society, xiii. 373, 404.

4 Words or letters blotted or torn away or undecipherable are enclosed within
square brackets. Such words or letters are in many cases taken from Bradford’s
History of Plymouth Plantation (edition of 1912), and in some cases from Young’s
Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers (1841).

§ Here the word “secondly” is crossed out.
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published to the world; had they Not bin Involved in and amongst
prticulars of other Nature;

Gentle Reac r I humbly Craue thy Patience and acceptance of
this smale treatice soe as to Read it ouer Consideratly wherin soe
doeing thou wilt descern much of the Goodnes Mercye and power
of God; whoe as att the first brought this fabrick of the world out
of the womb of Nothing; hath brought soe many famous Churches of
Christ out of soe smale beginings; with Many other vsefull Con-
sidera[tions] that thou mayest meet with in the serious p7usall therof;
Soe leaueing thee and this smale work To the blessing of the onely

wise God
I Remaine thyne in Christ Jesus
NATHANIELL MORTON;
Plymouth in New England
January 13t 1680t
[14 '
" {T]hia s An Introduction to the Eclesiasticall history

pened by me of the Church of Christ att Plymouth
ford Gout in New England as followeth;

Flymoutd It is well knowne to the Godly and Judicious how that euer since

the first breakeing out of the light of the Gospell in our honorable
Nation of England which was the first of Nations whom the lord
Adorned therwith after that Grosse darknes of Popery which had
Couered and ouerspred the Christian world, what warrs and opposi-
tions euer since Satan hath Raised mainetained and Continewed
against the Saints from time to time; in one sort or other; sometimes
by bloody death and Crewell torments; otherwhiles Imprisonments
banishments and other hard vsages as being loth his Kingdome
should Goe downe, the truth prevaile, and the Churches of God
Reuert to theire Ancient purety and Recouer theire primatiue order
libertie and bewty; But when hee Could not prevaile, by these means

1 The date is underscored three times. This address is written on an un-
numbered page, the verso of which is blank.

? The heavy face figures within square brackets indicate the pagination of
the original.

3 Words written in the margin are sometimes, as in this instanoce, printed in
the margin; sometimes printed in the text; and sometimes printed in the foot-
notes.
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against the maine truthes of the Gospell but that they began to
take Rooting in Many places being watered with the blood of the
Martires; and blessed from heauen with a Graciouse Increase, hee
then began to take him to his ancient Strattagems vsed of old against
the first Christians; That when by the bloody and Barbarosenes of
the heathen Emperours hee Could not stop and subvert the course
of the Gospell; but that It speedily ouerspred with a wonderful
Celeritie to the then best known prts of the world hee then began
to sow errors herresies and wonderfull desentions amonst the pro-
fessors themselues, working vpon theire prid and Ambition; with
other Corrupt Passions Insident to all Mortall men: yee to the Saints
themselues (in some Measure) by which woefull effects followed, as
not onely bitter; Contensions and hartburnings Schismes! with other
horrible Confusions, but Satan took occasion and advantage thereby
to ffoist in a Number of vile Serrimonies with many vnproffitable
Canons and decrees which haue since bine as snares to many peacable
poor soules euen to this day; soe as in the ancient times the prsecu-
tions by the heathen and theire Emperours was not Greater then
of the Christians one against another; The Arians and other theire
accomplices against the orthodox and true Christians as wittnesseth
Socrates in his 2cond book; saith hee) “was noe less then that of ie: 3 Che 33
old practised towards the Christians when they were Compelled
and drawne to Sacrefice to Idolls for many Indured sundry kinds
of Torments oftens ? Racking and dismembering of theire Joynts
Confiscateing of theire Goods some bereaued of theire Natiue soyle
others departed this life vnder the hands of the tormentor and some
died in banishment and Neuer saw theire Country againe;”’ 3

The like Meathod Satan hath seemed to hold in these Latter times
since the truth began to springe and spred after the Great defection
made by Antichrist the Man of sin; for to lett pas the Many ex-
amples in sundry Nations in seuerall places of the world and In-
stance of our oune; when as the old serpent Could not prevaile by
those fiery flames and other his Crewell tragedies, which hee by his

1 Here the words “and hart bummga” are crossed out.

2 This word (now obsolete) is plain, but was pnnted ‘““others” by Young in
his Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, p. 8.

3 Morton’s quotation marks, usually placed in the margin, can not be printed
in that fashion and are here transferred to the text.
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Instruments put in! ure euery wher in the dayes of Queen Mary
and before; hee then began another kind of warr and went more
Closely to worke Not onely to oppuggen but euen to Ruinate and
destroy the kingdom of Christ by more Cecrett and subtill meanes,
by kindleing the flames of Contention and sowing the seeds of dis-
cord and bitter enmitie amongst the professors and seeming Reformed
themselues, for when hee Could not prevaile by the former meanes
against the principall doctrines of faith; hee bent his force against
the holy discipline and outward Regiment of the Kingdom of Christ
by which those holy doctrines should be Conserued, and true Piety
maintained amongst the Saints and people of God;

M-+ flox Recordeth how that besides those worthy martires and
Confessors which were burned in Queen Maryes dayes and other-
wise tormented, many both Studients and others fled out of the
land to the Number of 800: and became seuerall Congregations att
Wesell ffrankford Bassill Emden Markpurge Strausburough &
Geneua &ec: .

Amongst whom especially those att ffrankford began a bitter
warr of Contention and Persecution about the Cerrimonies and
seruice book and other Popish and Antichristian [stuffe t}he Plague
of England to this day, which are like [the] high places [in Israell,)
which the prophetts Cryed out against and were thelir ruine;]?
(2] which the better prte sought according to the puritie of the
Gospell to Root out, and vtterly [to abandon] and the other ptt
vnder vailed pretences for theire owne ends and * advancem|ents]
sought as stifly to Continew maintaine and defend, as appereth by
the discourse thereof published [in] print Anne: 1575 a book ® that
deserues better to be knowne and Considered then it is® the one
syde Labored to [have] the Right worshipp of God and discipline of
Christ established in the Church according to the simplisitie of the
Gospell without the mixture of mens Inventions, and to haue and
to be Ruled by the Lawes of Gods word dispenced in those offices

1 Here “vs” or ‘“vse” is crossed out. The word employed by Bradford is
“ure” (History, i. 6).

3 This figure is uncertain. $ The verso of p. [1] is blank.

¢ Here “advantages” is crossed out.

§ A Brieff Discours off the Troubles begonne at Franckford in Germany
Anno Domini 1554, compiled by William Whittingham.

¢ Here something, perhaps “On side,” is interlined and croesed out.
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CONTENTIONS ABOUT POPISH CEREMONIES, ETC. 9

and by those officers of Pastours and Teachers and Elders accord-
ing to the Scriptures; The other partye though vnder many Coullers
and pretences Indeauored to haue the episcopall dignitie, after
the ! Popish manor, with- theire large power and Jurisdiction still
Retained with all those Covrt Cannons, and Cerrimonies together,
with all such liueings Revenewes and subbordinate officers with
other such means as formerly upheld theire Antichristian? Greatnes,
and enabled them with Lordly and tiranus power to prsecute the
poor servants of God, This Contension was soe Great as Neither
the honor of God® the Comon prsecution nor the Mediation of M*
Calvin and other worthyes of the Lord, in those places, Could pre-
vaile with those thus Episcopally minded; but they proceaded by all
meanes to disturbe the peace of this poor prsecuted Church soe farr
as to Charge very vnjustly, and vngodlely (yett prelate Like) some
of theire Cheiffe opposers with Rebellion and high Treason against
the Emperour and other such Crimes;

- And this Contension died not with Queen Mary nor was left be-
yond the seas but att her death these people Returning into England
vnder Gracious Queen Elizabeth many of them p*serued aspired to
Bishopprickes and other promotions according to their aimes and
desires. & Now* That Inveterate hatred against the holy discipline
of Christ in his church hath Continewed to this day, In soemuch
that for feare it should prevaile all plott and deuises haue bin vsed
to keep it out Insenceing the Queen and State against it as dan-
gerouse to the Comon wealth and that it was most Needfull for the
foundamenta[l] points of Religion should be preaced in® in those
Ignorant and superstitious t[imes] and to win the weake and Ignorant,
they might Retaine diuers harmles Ceremonies and though it were
to be wished that diuers thinges were Reformed yett this was [not]
a season for it; and many the like to stopp the mouthes of the More
Godly; to bring them on to yeild to one Ceremony after an other,
and one corruption after an other by the[se] ¢ wyles beguilling some
and Corrupting others vntill att length they began to prsecute al[l]

1 Here “Popp” is crossed out. ? Here “way” is crossed out.

% Here the words ‘““as neither the Comon p’secution” are crossed out.

¢ The words “ & Now,” which are interlined and perhaps crossed out, are ob-
scure: they are not in Bradford's History (i. 9).

3 Here the words “in those prtes” are crossed out.
¢ Here “wyl” is crossed out.
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the zealous professors in the land (altho they knew Little what this
disipline mente) both by word and deed if they would not submitt
to theire Ceremonies and become Slaues to them and theire popish
trash which haue noe Ground in the word of God, but are Relicts
of the man of sin; and the more the light of the Gospell Gre[w] the
more they vrged theire subscribsions to these corruptions soe as
notwithstandi[ng] all theire former pretences and faire Coullers they
whose eyes God had not Justly blinded might esily see whereto these
thinges tended; and to Cast Contempt the more vpon the Cenceer
servants of God they approbriously and Most Injuriously Gaue
vnto and Imposed vpon them that Name of puritans, which is said
the Nouatians out of Prid did assume and take vnto themselues,
and lamentable it is to see the effects which haue followed; Religion
hath bine disgraced: the Godly Greiued afflicted p*secuted and many
excilled sundry haue lost theire liues in prisons and other wayes, on
the other hand sin hath bin Countenanced Ignoranse prophanes and
athiesme Increased the papests Incurraged to hope againe for a
day;

This made that holy man m* Perkins! Cry out in his exhortations
vnto Repenten[ce] on Zepha 2 Religion saith hee, “hath bin amongst
vs this 35 yeers But the more it is published the more it is Con-
temned and Reproached of many &c Thus not proph[anes] nor
wickednes but Religion it selfe is a byword a mocking stock and
Matter of Reproach soe that in England att this day the man or
woman that begins to profess Religlion] and to serue Glod must]
Resolue with him selfe to sustaine M[ock]s and Injvries euen [as]
though hee [lived amongst] the enimies of Religion”’ and [this com-
mone] experience [hath confirmed, and made too apparente.”] [4 %]

But before I pass on I can not omitt an observation worthy to be
noted which was observed by the author viz: m* William Bradford
as followeth:

Saith hee, full litle did I think that the doune fall of the Bishopps
with theire Courts Cannon and Ceremonies had bin soe near when
I first began this writing which about the year 1630 and soe peeced
att Leasvre time afterwards, or that I should haue liued to haue seen

1 William Perkins, Godly and learned Exposition of Christ’s Sermon on the
Mount, 1618.
? Page [3] is blank.



WILLIAM BRADFORD’S ELEVATION OF SPIRIT 11

or heard of the same But it is the lords doeing and ought to be
Marvelous in our eyes; euery Plant which mine heauenl[y] ! father
hath not planted saith our father shalbe Rooted vp: Mat: 15:13:
I haue Snared thee and thou art taken oh Babell (Bishops) and thou
wast not aware; thou art found and alsoe caught because thou hast
Striven against the Lord Jer: 50:24: But will they needs strive
against the truth against the servants of the lord; what and against
the lord himself doe they provoake the lord to anger are they stronger
than hee 1 Cor 10: 22: noe noe they haue mett with theire match;
Behold I Come against the oh proud man saith the lord God of
hostes for thy day is coming euen the time that I will visitt thee
Jer: 50:31: May not the people of God now say; and these poor
people among the Rest; The lord hath brought forth our Rightous-
nes come lett vs declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God Jer:
51:10: lett all flesh be still before the Lord for hee is Raised vp
out of his holy place Zach: 2:13:2

This poor people may say (amonge the thousands of Israell) when
the Lord brought againe the Captiuity of Zion wee were like them
that dreame Psalm 126:1 The Lord hath done Great thinges for
vs whereof wee Rejoyce verse the third; They that sow in teares
shall Reape in Joy; they went weeping and Carryed precious seed
but they shall Return with Joy and bringe theire sheaues verse 5: 6:

Doe yee not Now see the fruits of youer labours oh all yee serv-
ants of the Lord that haue suffered for his truth and haue bin faith-
" full witnesses of the same; and yee little handfull amongst the
Rest the least amongst the thousands of Israell; you haue not had
a seed time, but many of you haue seen a Joyfull haruest. should
yee not then Rejoyce yee againe Rejoyce and sing hallelujah salua-
tion and Glory and honor and power be to the Lord our God for true
and Righteouse are his Judgments Reu:19:1:2.

But thou wilt aske what is the matter what is done; Why art thou
a stranger [in] Israell that thow shouldest not know what is done;
are not those Jebusites ouercome that haue vexed the people of
Israell soe longe euen holding Jerusalem euen vntil Dauids Dayes

1 Here a word, apparently “father,” is crossed out.

3 Morton has here written in the margin: “this eleuation of speritt was a
considerable time after the first pening of thes writings but heer entred because
of the suitablenes of the mater goeing before it;”

It
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and bin as thornes in theire sydes soe many ages and Now bega[n]
to scorne that not any Dauid should meddle with them; they begaine
to fortify theire tower as that of the old babilonians; But those
proud Anakims are Now throwne downe; and theire Glory layed in
the dust, the tiranous Bishopps are ejected there Colurts] desolued
theire Canons fforceles theire service books Casheired theire Cerre-
monies vseles [and] despised theire plotts for Popery prevented, and
all theire superstitions dis[carded] and Returned to Roome from
whence they Came; and the moniments of Idolletry [rooted] out of
the land, and the proud and prophane supporters and Crewell de-
fenders [of] these, as bloody Papists wicked Athiests and theire
mallignant Consorts marue[lously] ouerthrowne, and are not these
Great things, whoe Can deney it;

But whoe hath don it euen hee that siteth on the white horse whoe
is called faithf[ul] and true and Judgeth and fighteth Righteously
Reuelati 19: 11: whose Garments are diped in blood; and his Name
was Called the word of God verse 13: for hee shall Rule them with
a Rod of Iron for it is hee that treadeth the winepresse of the ffeircnes
of the wrath of God Almighty, and hee hath vpon his Garment and
vpon his thye a name written, the Kinge of Kinges and the lord of
Lords, Hallelujah;

See how this holy man his sperit was Elivated and his hart Raised
vp in praiseing of the Lord in Consideration of the downefall of the
proud prelatse; as hee and many more of the Saints had Good Rea-
son; who felt the smart of theire bitter and Crewell tirany; whoe are
endeed a limbe of Antichrist; and if the Generallitie of the Saints
had bin those sencible of this Great and! Marueilous work of God,
posibly that proud hirachy, had not Gott vp soe soone againe as they
haue done soone, after this Good man[s] departure out of this world;?
Neuertheles wee doubt not but that God wil bring them down in
his Good time; for vndoubtedly all those that will not that the Lord
Jesus should Raig[n] ouer them; but ensteed therof exercise a usurped
lordly power over the poor saints of God sha[ll be] brought and
slaine before him; (and without Repentance) shall together with
the beast and ffalse prophett be thrown into the lake burning with
fier and brimstone; when Babilon [cometh into] Remembrance

1 Here “vnde” is crossed out.
* Bradford died May 9, 1657.
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before God then shall the saints with the angell say thou art J[ust]
and holy because [thou hast judged] these thinges for they; viz:
that hord® of Room [an]d the prelates theire ad[herents] haue shed
the blood [of the saints. Give them blood to drink; for they are
worthy.?] [6]

The exordium being Concluded; I shall come more Nearier my
Intended purpose: viz: in Reference vnto the Church of Christ at
Plymouth in New England; first begun in old England and carryed
on in holland; and att Plymouth aforsaid;

Chapter 1.

When by the trauell and dilligence of some Godly and Zelous Imp*
Preachers and Gods blesing on theire labours as in other places of
the Land soe in the North prtes many became Inlightened by the
word of God and had theire Ignorance and sines discouered by the
word 3 of Gods Grace; and began by his Grace, to Reforme theire
liues and make Consience of theire wayes, the work of God was noe
sooner manifest in them but prsently they were both scoffed and
scorned by the prophane Multitude and the minnesters vrged with
the yoake of Subscribption or else must be silenced; and the poor
people were soet vexed with apparrators and Pursvants and the
Comission courts as truly theire affliction was not smale; which
Notwithstanding they bare sundry yeers with much Patience vntill
they were occationed by the Continewance and Increase of those
troubles and other meanes which the Lord Raised vp in those dayes;
to see further Into thinges by the Light of the word, of God; how
not onely ® those base beggerly Ceremonies were vnlawfull but
alsoe that the lordly tiranous power of the Prelates ought Not to be
submitted to which thuse Contrary to the fireedome of the Gospell
would load and burten mens Consiences with and by theire Com-
pulsiue power make a prophaine mixtvre of prsons and thinges in
the worship of God; and that theire offices and Callings Courts and

1 Perhaps “hore.”

* This paragraph is of course Morton's. The words torn away are supplied
from Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, p. 17. .

3 Here the words ““of truth” are interlined and crossed out.

¢ Here two letters, apparently ‘“xe,”’ are crossed out.

5 Here the words “some of the” are crossed out.
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Cannons &c: were vnlawfull and Antichristian being such as haue
noe warrant in the word of God but the same that were vsed in
Popery: and still Retained; of which a famous Auther thus writeth
in his duch Comentaryes?

“Att? the Comeing of Kinge James out of Scotland into England,
the New Kinge (saith hee) found there established the Reformed Re-
ligion; According to the Reformed Religion of Kinge Edward the
sixt, Retaining or keeping still the speritvall state of the bishopes
&ec: after the old manor much varying and differing from the Re-
formed Churches of Scotland ffrance and the Netherlands Emden
Geneva etc whose Reformation is Cutt or shapen much Nearer the
first Churches as it was vsed in the Apostles times;”

Soe many therfore of these proffessers as saw the euil of these
thinges, in these prtes and whose harts the Lord had touched with
heauenly Zeale for his truth, they shook of this yoake of Antichris-
tian Bondage and as the Lords ffree people Joyned themselues (by
a Covenant of the Lord) into a Church estate in the flellowshipp of
the Gospell to walk in all his wayes made knowne or to be made
knowne vnto them according to theire best endeauors whatsoeuer
it should Cost them ® and that it Cost them much paines trouble
sorrow affliction and ¢ prsecution; and expence of theire estates &c
this ensueing history will declare

These people became two distinct bodyes or Churches; in Regard
of Distance of Place and did Congregate Seuerally for they were
of seuerall townes & villages some in Nottingamsheire some in Lan-
kishsheire® and some of Yorksheire where they bordered Nearest
together; In the one of these Churches besides others of Note was
m* John Smith a man of Able Giftes and a Good preacher whoe
afterwards was Chosen their Pastour but these afterwards falling

1 Emanuel van Meteren’s General History of the Netherlands was trans-
lated by Edward Grimstone.

* Against this paragraph and the next is written in the margin: “[Th]e Re-
formed [Chur]ches shapen [muc]h Nearer the [prijmitive Pateren [thlen England
[flor they Casheired [t]he Bishopps [w]ith®all theire [Coujrt Canons and [Cer]e-
monies att [the] first and [left] them amongst [the] popish trash [to w]hich they
[applertaine.”

3 Here a word is crossed out.

¢ Here a word, perhaps “prsecution,” is apparently crossed out.

§ Morton’s error for Bradford’s ¢ Lincollinshire” (History, i. 22).
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into some errours in the low Countryes, there for the Most prte
buriyed themselues and theire Names

But in this other Church; which must be the subject of our dis-
course besides other worthy men was M* Richard Clifton a Graue
and Reuerend Preacher whoe by his paines and dilligence had don
much Good and vnder God had bin a meanes of the Conversion of
Many; and Alsoe that famous and worthy man M* John Robinson
whoe afterwards was theire Pastour for many yeers vntill the Lord
6] The Lord took him away by death; And alsoe m* William
Brewster a Reuere[nd] man who afterwards was Chosen an Elder
of the Church and liued with them [until] old age; and death

Butt after these thinges they Could not longe Continew in any
peacable manor but were hunted and prsecuted on euery side soe as
theire former Afflictions; were but as molehills to Mountaines, in
Comparison to these; which now Came vpon them; for some were
taken and Claped vp in prisons, others had theire houses besett and
watched Night and day and hardly escaped theire hands and the
most were faine to fly and leaue theire houses and habitations, and
the meanes of theire liuelihood yett these and many other sharper
thinges which afterward befell them were Noe other then they looked
for; and therfore were the better prepared to beare them by the Assist-
ance of Gods Grace and speritt; yett se¢ing themselues thus Molested,
-and that there was noe hope of theire Continewance theire; by a
Joynt Consent they Resolyed to Goe into the low Countryes; where
they heard was fireedom of Religion for all men; as alsoe how sun-
dry from London and other p°tes of the land that had bine exiled
and prsecuted for the same Cause and were Gon thither and liued
att Amsterdam ! and in other places of the land;

Soe after they had Continewed together about a yeer and kept
theire meetinges euery sabbath in one place or other exercising the
worship of God amongst themselues, Notwithstanding all the dilli-
gence and mallice of theire aduersaries; they seeing they Could Noe
Longer Continew in that Condition they resolued to Gett ouer Into
holland as they Could which was in the yeer 1607 and 1608: of which
more in that which followeth; ’

1 This refers to the church which, originally set up at London in 1592, soon
after removed to Amsterdam. Francis Johnson was the pastor and Henry
Ainsworth the teacher.
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1608:
of theire departure Into holland And theire troubles
therabout with some of the many difficulties
they found and mett withall

- 2 Chapt

Being thus Constrained to Leaue theire Natiue Country theire
lands & liueings and all theire frinds and familliar acquaintance, It
was much and thought marueilious by many; But to Goe into a
Country they knew not (but by hearsay) where they must learn a
New Language and Gett theire Liuings they knew not how; It being
a deare place and subject to the Misseryes of warr It was by many
thought an adventure almost desparate, a Case Intollerable and a
missery worse then death especially seing they were Not acquainted
with trades nor traffick (by which the) Country doeth subsist; but
had onely bin vsed to a plaine Country life and the Inocent trade
of husbandry; But these thinges did not dismay them (although
they did sometimes trouble them) for theire desires were sett on the
wayes of God and to enjoy his ordinances But they Rested on his
prouidence; and knew whom they had beleiued; yett this was not
all for although they Could not stay; yett were they not suffered to
Goe but the ports and hauens were shutt against them; soe as they
were faine to secke secrett meanes of Conveyance and to see the
Marrinors and Giue extreordinary Rates for theire passages and yett
were they oftentimes betrayed many of them; and both they and
theire goods Intercepted and surprised and therby put to Great
trouble; and Charge of which I will Giue an Instance or two and
omitt the Rest; .

There was a Great Companie of them purposed to Gett passage
att Boston in Linkensheire and for that end had hiered a shipp
wholly to themselues and made agreement with the Master to be
Ready att a Certaine day; and take them and theire goods in att a
(7] Conuenient place where they accordingly would all attend in
Reddines; soe after longe waiting and large expences, though hee
kept not the day with them yett hee came att Length and took them
in In the Night, and when hee had them and theire Goods aboard,
hee betrayed them haueing before hand Comploted with the serchers
and others officers soe to doe, whoe took them and putt them into
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open boates and there Rifelled and Ransaked them serching them
to theire shirts for mony, yee euen the weomen further then became
Modesty; and then Carryed them backe into the Towne, and made
them a spectacle and wondermeut to the Multitude which came
fllocking on all sydes to behold them; Being thus by the Catchpole?!
officers Riffled and striped of theire Mony bookes and much other
goods they were prsented to the Majestrates and Messengers sent
to Informe the Lords of the Councell of them; and soe they were
comitted to ward Indeed the Majestrates vsed them Curtuovsly
and shewed them what fauor they Could but Could not deliuer
them vntill order Came from the Councell Table, but the Issue was
that after a month Imprisonment the Greatest p*te were dismissed
and sent to the place from whence they Came; but some? of the
principall were still kept in prison and bound ouer to the Assices.
The Next spring after there was another attempt made by some
of these and others made to Gett ouer att another place; and it soe
fell out that they lited of a duch man att hull haueing a shipp of his
owne belonging to Zealand; they made agreement with him and ac-
quainted him with theire Condition; hopeing to find more faithfull-
ness in him, then in the former or of theire owne Nation; hee bad
them not feare for hee would doe welenough hee was by appointment
to take them in between Grimsbey and hull where was a large Comon
a Goodway* distant from any towne; Now against the prfixed
time the weomen and Children with the Goods were sent to the place
in a smale barque which they had hiered for that end and the men
were to meet them by land but it soe fell out that they were there a
day before the shipp Came, and the sea being Rough and the weomen
very® very sick.prevailed.with the seamen to put into a Creek hard
by where they lay on Ground att Low water The Next morning
the shipp came but they were fast and Could Not stirr vntill about
noone; In the mean time the shipp Master p*seiveing how the Mater
was sent his boate to be Getting the® Men aboard whome hee? saw

1 Altered from ‘‘ Catchpoles.”

* Here Bradford has “7’" (History, i. 31).

8 The reference is to pp. [40—41] of the text, or p. 80 of this volume.
¢ Here a word, perhaps “distinct,” is crossed out.

¢ Here “weomen” is crossed out.

¢ Written above “them,” crossed out.

? Here “‘say” is crossed out.

p. 40/13
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walking about the shore but after the first boate full was Gott aboard
and shee was Reddy to Goe for more the Master espyed a Great
Companie both horse and foot with bills and Guns and other weapons
for the Country was Raised to take them; The duch man seeing that,
swore his Countryes Oath (Sarament) and haueing the wind faire
wayed his Ancre hoysed sayles and away but the poor men which
were Gott on board were in Great Distress for theire wiues and Chil-
dren which they saw thuse to be taken and were left destitute of
their healpes and themselues alsoe, Not haueing a Cloth to shift
them with more then they had on theire backes; and some scarse
apeny about them all they had being on board the barke; It drew
tears from theire eyes and any thinge they had they would haue
Giuen to haue bin on shore againe but all in vaine there was Noe
Remedy they must thus sadly prte; and afterward Indured a fear-
full storme att Sea being forteen dayes or more before they ariued
att theire! port; In seauen whereof they Neither saw Sun moon Nor
starrs; and were driuen to the Coast of Norway the Marrinors them
selues often desparring of life; and once with shrikes and Cryes Gaue
ouer all as if the shipp had bine foundered in the sea, and they sink-
ing without Recouery; But when Mans hope and healp wholly
faylleth the lords power and Mercy appeered for theire Recouery
for the shipp Rose againe, and Gaue the Marriners Corrage againe
to Manage her; and if Modesty would suffer [8] mee I might de-
clare with whate feruent prayers they Cryed vnto the Lord in this
Grleat] distress especially some of them euen without any Great
destraction when the water Ran in theire very ears and Mouthes;
and the Marrynors Cryed out wee sinke wee sink; they Cryed if
not with Miraculous yett with a Great hight of divine ffaith; yett
Lord thou Canst saue yett Lord, thou Canst saue; with such other
expressions as I will forbeare; 2 vpon which the shipp did not onely
Recouer but shortly after the violence of the storme began to abate;
and the Lord filled theire afflicted Minds with such Comforts as
euery one Can not vnderstand; and in the end brought them to theire
desired hauen where the people Came focking admireing theire
deliuerance, the storme haueing bin soe longe and sore; in which

1 Here a word is croesed out.
3 Here the words “with such other expressions as I will forbeare” are crossed
out. .
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much hurt had bin don as the Masters frinds had Related vnto him,
in theire Congratulations;

But to Returne to the others where wee left; the Rest of the men
that were in the Greatest danger made shift to escape away before
the troope Could Surprise them those onely staying that best might;
to be assistant to the weomen but pittifull it was to see the heauy
case of these poor weomen; in their destress what weeping and Crying
on euery syde, some for theire husbands that were Carryed away in
the shipp as it was before related; others not knowing what should

. become of them and theire Little ones others melted in! teares seeing
theire poor Little ones hanging about them Crying for feare and:
quaking with Cold; being thus apprehended they were hurryed from
one place to another and from one Justice to another vntill in the
end they knew not what to doe with them for to Imprison soe many
weomen and Inocent Children, for noe other Cause (Many of them)
but that they must Goe with theire husbands, seemed to be vn-
reasonable 2 and all would Cry out of them, and to® send them home
againe was as difficult; for they alledged (as the truth was) They
had noe homes to Goe to; for they had sold or otherwise disposed of
their houses and liueings to be short after they had bin thus tor-
moyled, a good while and Conveyed from one Constable to another
they were Glad to be Rid of them, in the end vpon any tearmes for
all were wearie and tired with them; tho in the mean time the poor
soules Indewred Misery enough and thus in the end Nessisitie forced
a way for them; .

But that I be not tedious in these thinges I will omitt the Rest;
although I might Relate many other Notable passages and troubles
which they Indvred, and vnderwent in these theire wanderings and
trauells both att ¢ Land and Sea. But I hast to other thinges yett
I may not omitt the fruite that Came heerby; for by those soe pub-
lick troubles in soe many eminent places theire Cause became famous,
and occationed Many 'to Looke into the same, and theire Godly
Carryage and Christian behauiour; was 'such as left a® deep Im-

1 Something in here crossed out.

2 Here the words “vnto all” are crossed out.
8 Here “send” is crossed out.

¢ Here “sea” is crossed out.

§ Here the letters “dep” are crossed out.
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pression in the minds of Many; and tho, some few shrunke; att those
first Conflicts and sharp beginin[gs] (as it was noe Maruell) yett
many more Came on with firesh Corrage and Greatly anymated
others; and in the end! Notwithstanding all these stormes of 2
opposition they all Gott ouer att  length some att one time and some
att another and mett together againe according to theire desires with
noe smale Rejoycing;

Chapt: 3
of theire settleing in holland and theire manor of Liueing
' and entertainment there; ‘

Being now Come into the Lowcountryes 4 they saw many Goodly
and fortified Cittyes strongly waled and Gaurded with troopes of
Armed men; alsoe they heard a strange and vncouth Language and
beheld the different Manors and Customes of the people with theire
strange fashions and attires; all soe farr diffiring from that of theire
plaine Countrye villages wherein they were bread and borne and had
soe longe liued; as it seémed they were Come into a New world; but
those were not the thinges they much looked on, or longe took vp
theire thoughts for they had other work in hand; and another kind
of warr to wage and maintain [9] ffor though they saw fair and
butifull Cittyes flowing with aboundance of all sorts of wealth and
Riches, yett it was not longe before they saw the Grime and Griseled
face of pouerty Comeing on them like an Armed man, with whom
they must buckle & incounter, and from whom they Could not fly
But they were armed with faith and Patience against him and all
his encounters and though they were sometimes foyled, yett by Gods
assistance they prevailed and Gott the® victory; Now when Mr*
Robinson M~ Brewster and other principall Members were Come
ouer for they were of the last and stayed to healp the weakest ouer
before them; such thinges were thought on as were Nessesary for
theire settleing and best ordering of the Church affaires and when
they had liued att Amsterdam about a yeer; Mr Robinson theire

! Here “vnder” is crossed out.

? Here some letters are crossed out.
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¢ “In this history the Low Provinces mean the two provinces of Holland and
Zealand” (W. C. Ford, Bradford’s History, i. 36 note).

8 Here the letters “victo” are crossed out.
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Pastovr, and some others of best descerning ‘seeing how m* John
Smith and his Companie was alreddy fallen into Contension (with
the Church) that was there before them;! and noe meane[s] they
Could vse would doe any Good to Cure the same; and also that the
flames of Contension were like to breake out in that ancient Church;
it selfe as afterwards Lamentably Came to pase; which thinges they
prudently foreseing; thought itt was best to Remoue before they
were any way engaged [with] the same; though they well knew it
would be much to the prejudice of theire outward estate both att
prsent and in likelyhood in the future; as Indeed it proued to be;
for these and some other Reasons they Remoued to Leyden a fayre
and butifull Citty and of a sweet Scittuation; But made more famous
by the vnivercety wherwith it is adorned in which of late ha[th] it
bin, by soe many Learned men; But wanting that traffick by sea
which Amsterdam Injoyed It was not soe benificiall for theire out-
ward means of liueing and estates; but being Now heere pitched
they fell to such trades and Imployments as they best Could vallue-
ing peace and their sperituall Comfort aboue any other Riches
whatsoeuer; and att length they came to Raise a Competent and
Comfortable Liueing; and with hard and Continuall labour being
thus settled after many difficulties they Continewed Many ? yeers
In a Comfortable Condidition Injoying much sweet and delightfull
society; and sperituall Comfort together in the wayes of God vnder
the able minnestry and Prudent Gouerment of M* John Robinson
and Mr William Brewster who was an Assistant vnto him in the
place of an elder, vnto which hee was Now Called and Chosen by?
the Church soe as they Grew in knowlidge and other Gifts and Graces
of the speritt of God And liued together in peace and loue and holi-
nes; and Many Came vnto them from diuers prtes of England; soe
as they Grew a Great Congregation; and if att any time any differ-
ences did arise or offences broke out, as it Can not be but that som-
times 4 there will euen amongst the best of men; they were eue[r]
soe mett with and Nipt in the head betimes or other wise soe well
Composed a[s] still loue peace and Comunion was Continewed, or
else the Church purged of those that were Incurable; and Incorrig-

1 See p. 15 note 1, above. * Here “in” is crossed out.
3 Here something is crossed out.
¢ Here “euen” is crossed out.
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able, when after much Patience vsed noe other meanes! would
serue which seldome comes to pass yee such was the mutvall loue
and Resiprocall Respect; That this worthy man had to his fllock
and his flock to him, that it might be said of them 2 as it once was
said of that famous Emperour Marcus Aurelivs and the people of
Roome; That it was hard to Judge whether hee delighted more in
haueing such a people; or they in haueing such a pastor his loue was
Great towards them; and his Care was alwaies bent for their best
Good both for soule and body for besides his singular abillities in
diuine thinges (wherin hee excelled) hee was able alsoe to Giue
direccion [10] In Civill affaires and to foresee dangers and Incon-
veniences, by which meanes hee was [very] healpfull to theire out-
ward estates; and soe was euery way as a Comon father vnto them,
and none did more offend him; then those that were Close and Cleaue-
ing to themselues and Retired from the Comon Good; as alsoe such .
as would be stiffe and Ridged in Matters of outward order and *
Invay against the euills of others; and yett be Remise in them selues,
and not soe Carefull to express a vertuous Conversation; they in
like manor had euer a Reverent Regard vnto him and had him in
precious estemation as his worth and wisdome did deserue, and
although they esteemed him highly whiles hee liued and laboured
amongst them; yett much more after his death when they Came to
feele the want of his healp and saw by woefull experience ® what a
treasure they had lost of the Greife of theire hearts and wounding
of theire soules, yee such a losse as they saw Could not be Regained
for it was hard for them to find such another leader and feeder in
all Respects, as the Taborites to find another Ziska; and although
they did not Call themselues orphanes as the other did after his
death yett they had Cause as much to Lament in another Regard,
theire prsent Condition and after vsage; But to Returne I know

1 Here the words ‘“Noe other Meanes” are crossed out.

* Here some words are interlined and crossed out.

3 The Golden Boke of Marcus Aurelius Emperor and Eloquent Oratour, a
translation by Lord Berners of a French version of Antonio de Guevara’s Libro
Aureo de Marco Aurelio (1528). In 1529 Guevara published an enlarged version
entitled Libro de Emperador Marco Aurelio ¢6 Relox de Principes, which was
translated by Sir Thomas North. See The Diall of Princes (ed. K. N. Colvile,
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not but it may be spoken to the honor of ! God and without preju-
dice to any That such was the humble Zeale and feruent loue of
this people (whiles they thus liued together) towards God and his
wayes and the single hartednes and senseer affection one towards
another That they Came as Neare the primitiue Patteren of the
first Churches as any other Church of these latter times haue don;
according to theire Ranke and qvallitie; But seeing it is not my pur-
pose to treat of the seuerall passages that befell this people whiles
they thus liued in the low Countryes, which might worthyly Re-
qvire a large treatice of it selfe; But to manifest somthing of theire
begining and after progresse in New England which I principally
Scope, and aime att; yett because some of theire Adversaries did
vpon the Rumer of theire Remoueall Cast out Slanders against
them; as if that State had bine weary ? of them; and had Rather
driuen them out as the heathen histories did faine of Moses and the
Israellits when they went out of egipt; then it was theire owne free
Choise and motion; I will therfore mention a prticular or two to
shew. the Contrary; and that Good acceptation they had in the place
and first altho it was low with many of them yett theire word would
be taken amongst the duches when they wanted mony, because they
had found by experience how Care full they were to keep theire [ Great
word; and saw them soe painefull and dilligent in theire Callings tbe [Glospell
that they stroue to Gett theire Customes, and to Imploy them aboue
others in theire work for theire honesty and dilligence;

Again ® the Majestrates of the Cittey about the time of their
Coming away or a little before in the publick place of Justice Gaue
this Comendable Testimony of them in Reproffe of the Walloones
(whoe were of the firench Church) in the Cyttey; these English
(said they) haue lived amongst vs now this 12 yeers; and yett wee
Neuer had any ‘suite or accusation Came against them; but youer
striffes and gqvarrells are Continuall &c:

In these times alsoe were the Great troubles Raised by the Ar-
minians whoe as they Greatly molested the whole state soe this
Cittey in prticular, in which was the Cheiffe Vniversitie soe as there
was dayly and hott disputes in the Scooles therabouts and as the

1 Here*to" is crossed out.
* Written above “wery,” crossed out.
3 Altered from “Against.”
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Students and other learned were deuided in theire opinnions heerin;
soe were the two professours or diuinity Readers themselues, the
one daely teaching for it, and the other against it; which Grew to
that passe that few of the desiples of the one would heare the other
teach; But Mr Robinson although hee taught thrise a weeke him-
self and wrott sundry bookes besides his Manifold paines otherwise;
yett hee went Constantly to heare theire Readings and heard as well
one as the other; by which means hee was soe well Grounded in the
Controversy and saw the force of all theire ! Arguments and knew
the shifts of the Adversary; and being himself very able, Non was
fitter to buckle with them then himslelfe] as appeered by sundry
disputes, soe’ as hee began to be terible to the Arminions [11] which
made epescopious ? the Arminian Proffesor to put forth his best
strength and sett out sundry thesies which by publick disputes hee
would defend against all men; Now Poliander® the other professor
and the Cheiffe preachers of the 4 Citie desired M* Robinson to de-
spute against him but hee was loth being a stranger yett the other
did Importune him and tould him that such was the abillitie and
Nimblenes of witt of the Adversary that the truth would suffer; if
hee did not help them soe as hee Condecended and prepared him
self against the time; and when the time came the Lord did soe healp
him to defend the truth and foyle his Adversary; as hee put him to
an apparent Nonplus in this Great and publick Audience; and the
like hee did two or three times vpon such ° like occations the which
as it caused many to praise God that the truth had soe famous a
victory soe it procured him much honor and Respect from those
Learned men and others which loued the truth; yee soe farr were
they from being weary of him and his people or desireing theire
absence, as that it was said by some (of noe mean Note) That were
it not for Giveing offence to the State of England they would haue
prefered him otherwise if hee would, and allowed them some publick
fauor yee when theire was speech of theire Remouall into these
p°ts: sundry of Note and eminensy of that Nation would haue had

1 Here a word, perhaps ‘“singular,” is crossed out.
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them Come vnder them and for that end made them Large offers;
Now although I might alledge many prticulars and examples of the
Like kind to shew the vntruth and vnliklihood of this Slaunder yett
these shall suffice seing it was beleiued of few being onely Raised by
the Mallice of Some whoe labovred theire disgrace;

The 4t Chapt:
shewing the Reasons and Causes of their Removall !

After they had liued in this Citty about eleuen or twelue yeers;
(which is the more) (obseruable) being the whole time of that famous
truce 2 between that state and the Spainiards; and sundry of them
were taken away by death and many others began to be well stricken
in yeers; the Graue mistris Experience haueing taught them many
things; these prudent Gournors with sundry of the sagest members
began both deeply to apprehend theire prsent dangers; and wisely
to foresee the future and think of timly Remedy in the agitation of
their thoughts and much discovrse of prticulars heerabout; the
began to encline to this Conclusion of Removall to some other place
Not out of Any New fangleednes or other such like Giddy humer by
which men are many [time]s Transported to theire Great hurt and
danger but for sundry waighty and sollid Reasons; the Cheife of

‘which I will heer Resight and breifly touch; and first: they found
and saw by experience the hardnes of the place and Country to be
such as few in comparison * would Come to them and fewer that
would bide it out; and Continew with them; for many that cam to
them and many more that desired to be with them Could not In-
dure the Great labour and hard fare with other Inconveniencyes
which they vnder went and were Contented with; But though they
loued theire prsons and approued theire Cause and honored theire
sufferings, yett they left them as it were weeping as orpha did her
mother in law Naomy; or as those * Romans did Catoe in vtica

whoe desired to be excused; and borne with: though they could not
all be Catoes;

1 This heading is written in the margin.
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1 for many though? they desired to Injoy the ordinances of God
in theire purity and the libertie of the Gospell with them yett alas
they admitted of Bondage with danger, of Consience Rather then to
Indure these hardshipps; yee some prefered and Chose prisons in
England Rather then this libertie in holland; with these afflictions;
but it was thought that if a beter and easier place of liueing Could
be had it would draw many and take away these discurragements,
yea theire Pastour would oftens say that many of those that both
write and preached now against them if they were in a place where
they might haue libertie and line Comfortably they would then prac-
tice as they did

2 They saw that although the people Generally bore all theire
difficult[ies] very Chearfully and with a Resolute Currage being in
the best of theire strength yett old age began to Come on some of
them; and theire Great and Continewall labours with other Crosses
and sorrowes hastened it before the time; soe as it was not onely
probably thought, but apparently seen that within a few yeers more
they were in danger to scatter by Nessesitie pressing them; or sink
vnder theire burdens, or both; and therfore according to the diuine
proverb; That a wise man seeth the Plague when it Cometh and
hydeth himself proverbes 22:3 soe they like skilfull and beaten
souldiers were fearfull either to be Intrapped or surrounded [12] by
theire enimies; soe as they should neither be able to ffight nor fily
and therefore thought it better to dislodge betimes to some place
of better advantage and lesse danger if any Could be found;

3 As Nessesitic was a task Master ouer them; soe they were
fforced to be such not onely to their servants but in a sort to theire
dearest Children, the which as it did a little wound the tender harts
of many a loueing father and mother soe it produced alsoe many sad
and sorrowfull effects for many of theire Children that were of best
dispositions and Graciouse Inclinations; haueing Learned to beare
the yoake, in theire youth and willing to beare part of theire parents
burden were often times, soe oppressed with theire heauy Labours;
that although theire minds were firee and willing; yett theire bodyes
bowed vnder the waight of the same and became decriped in their
early youth the vigour of Nature being Consumed in the very bud
(as it were) But that which was more lamentable and of all sorrowes

! Apparently altered from “thought.”
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most heavy to be bourne was that many of theire Children by these
occasions and the Great lysenciousnes of youth in the Country, and
the manyfold temptations of the place were drawne away by euill
examples vnto extrauigant and dangerouse Courses Getting the
Raines on theire neckes and departing from their parents some be-
came souldiers others tooke vpon them farr voyages by sea and other
some, worse Courses tending to desolutenes, and the danger of theire
soules to the Great Greiffe of theire parents and dishonor of God
soe that they saw theire posteritie would be in danger to degenerate
and be Corrupted;

Lastly and which was not the! least a Great hope and Inward
Zeal they had of laying some Good foundation or att least to make
some way thervnto for? the propagateing; and advanceing the
Gospell of the kingdom of Christ in those Remote prtes of the world,
yee, though they should be but as stepping stones vato other, for
prforming of soe Great a worke;

These and some other like Reasons moued them to vndertake
this Resolution of their Removall the which they afterward proce-
cuted with soe Great difficulties as by the sequell will appeer;

The place they had thoughts on were some of those vnpeopled
Countryes of America which are fruitfull agd fitt for habitation
being devoid of all Civill * Inhabitants, where ther are onely salvage

and brutish people which Range vp and downe little otherwise then

the wild beasts; this proposition being made publi[ck] and Comeing
to the scaning of all it Raised many variable oppinions amongst
men, and Caused many feares and doubts amongst themselues;
some from theire Reasons and hopes Conceiued; laboured to stir vp
and Incurrage the Rest to vndertake and procecute the same; others
againe out of theire feares objected against it; and sought to divert
from it, alledging many thinges and those neither vnreasonable nor
vnprobable; and that it was a Great designe and subject to many
Inconceivable prrells and dangers as besides the causaltie[s] of the
seas (which none can be freed from) the length of the voyage was
such as the weake bodyes of men and weomen and such other prsons
worne out with age and travill (as many of them were) could neuer

1 Here the letters “las” are crossed out.
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be able to Indure; and yett if they should; the miseryes of the land
which they should be exposed vnto would be to hard to be bourn
and likely some or all of them to Consume and vtterly to Ruinate
them; for theire they should be! lyable to famine and Naked[nes]
and the want in a Manor of al] thinges; the Changing of the 2 aire
diatt and drinking of water would Infect theire bodyes with sore
sicknesses and all tho[se] which should escape or ouercome these diffi-
culties should yett be in Contin[ual] danger of the salvage people
whoe are Crewell® Barbarous and treachlerous] [18] being most
furious in theire Rage and Mercyles where they ouercome not being
Content onely to kill and take away life, but delight to torment
men in most bloody Manor that may be; flaying men alive with
the shells of flishes Cuting of the Joynts and members of others
by peece meales; and broyling them on the Coles; and causing men
to eate the Collopps of theire fllesh in theire sight whiles they liue;
with other Creweltyes horible to be Related; and surely It could
not be thought but the hearing of these thinges: could not but moue
the bowells of men to Grate within them and mak the weak to qvak
and tremble It was further objected that, it would Require Greater
sumes of mony to furnish such a voiage; and to fitt them with Nesse-
saries then theire estates would amount to; and yett they must all
as well look to be seconded with supplies, as prsently to be trans-
" ported; alsoe the llke p'esedents of ill successe and lamentable Mis-
eryes befallen others in the like 4 designs were easey to be found
and not forgotten: to be alledged, besides theire owne experience in
theire former troubles and hardshipps in theire Removall into hol-
land, and how hard a thinge it was for them to liue in that strange
place although it was an Naighbour Country; and a Ciuill and Rich
Comon wealth;

It was Answared that all Great and honorable Actions were ac-
companied with Great difficulties; and must be both enterprised and
ouercome with Answarable Currages, It was Granted the dangers
were Great but not desparate, and the difficultie were many 5 but

1 Here “like” is crossed out. '
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Not Invincible, for although there were Many of them likely yett
they were not Certaine; It might be that some of ! the thinges
feared might Neuer befall them. Others by prouidence Care and
the vse of Good meanes might in a Great Measure be prevented;
and all of them through the healp of God by fortitude and patience; 2
might? either be bourne or ouercome; true it was that such Attempts;
were not to be made and vndertaken but vpon Geod Ground and
Reason, Not Rashly or lightly as many haue don for Curiossety or
hope of Gaine &c: But theire Condition was Not ordinary theire
ends were Good and honorable theire Calling lawfull and vrgent;
and therefore they might expect a blessing of God in theire proceed-
ing yee although they should loose theire liues in this action yett
they might haue Comfort in the same; and theire Indeauors would
be honorable.* ’

They liued heer but as men in exile and in a poor Condition;
and as Great Misseryes might posibly befall them, in this place, for
the 12 yeers of truce were now out,® and there was Nothing but
beating of drums and preparing for warr, the euents whereof are
alwaies vncertaine; the spainiard might proue as Crewell as the
saluages of America; and the famine and pestilence as sore heer as
theire and theire libertie lesse to look out for Remedy After; Many
other prticular thinges answared and alledged on both sydes It was
fully Concluded by the Major part to put this designe in execution
and to procecute it by the best meanes they could.

The 5t Chapt:
[s]hewing what [m]eanes they [used] for [prepa]ration
to [this] [w]aithty voiage ¢

And first after theire humble prayers vnto God for his direction
and Assistance And a Generall Conferrence held therabouts; they

! Here a word is crossed out.
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Consulted what prticular place to pitch vpon; and prepare for;
some and none of the meanest had [14] had thoughts and were
earnest for Goyanna or some of those fertile places in hott Clymetts
others were for some prtes of Verginnia where the English had
alreddy made enterance and begining, those for Goyanna alledged
that the Country was Rich fruitfull and blessed with a prpetvall
springe; and a fHorishing Greenes; wher vigorous Nature brought
forth all thinges in aboundance and plentey without any Great
Labour or art of man soe as it must Needs make the Inhabitants
Rich, seeing lesse prouision of Clothing and other thinges would
serue them then in more Colder and lesse fruitfull Countryes must
be h[ad] as alsoe that the spainyards haueing much more then they
Could, posesse had not yett planted there nor any where very Neare
the same; -

But to this it was Answared that out of qvestion the Country
was both fruitfull and pleasant and might yeild Riches and main-
tenance to the posessors more esely then to! other yett other thinges
Considered it would not be soe fitt; and first that such hott Coun-
tryes are subject to Greevious diseases and many Noysome Impedi-
ments, which other more tempara[te] places are freer from and
would Not soe well agree with our English bodyes; againe if they
should there liue and doe well the Jealious spaniyard, would Neauer
suffer them longe but would displant and ouerthrow them, as hee
did the firench in florida whoe were settled further from his Richest
Countryes; and the sooner because they should haue None to Pro-
tect them and theire owne strength would be too smale to Resist soe
Potent an enimie soe Neare an Naighbor,

On the other hand for Verginnia? it was objected that if they liued
amongst the English which were theire planted, or soe Near them
as to be vnder theire Gou'ment they should be in as Great danger
to be troubled and prsecuted for theire Cause of Religion as if they
lived in England (and it might be worse and if they) liued to farr of,
they should neither haue succor or defence from them;

And att length the Conclusion was to liue in a distinct body by
themselues vnder the Gener[al] Gov'ment of Verginnia; and by
theire firinds to sue to his Matie that hee would be pleased to Graunt

1 Morton should have written ‘ the.”
2 Altered from ‘‘Verginnias.”
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them free liberty, and firedom of Religion; and that this May be
obtained they were put in Good hope; by some Great prsons of
Good Rank and qval[ity] that were made theire firindes;

Whervpon two were Chosen and sent into England att the Charge
of the Rest [to] sollissit this matter whoe! found the Verginnia
Companie very desirous to haue them Goe thither, and willing to
Graunt them a Pattent with as ample privilid[ges] as they had or
could Graint to any, and to Giue them the best furtherance they
Clould] and some of the Cheiffe of the Company doubted Not to
obtaipe theire suite of the king for libertie in Religion and to haue
it Confeirmed vnder the Kinges broad sea[l] according to theire
desires but it proued a harder peece of work then they tooke it for;
for although many meanes was vsed to bring it aboute yett it Could
not be effe[cted] for there were diuers of Good worth laboured with
the Kinge to obtaine it among[st] whom was one of his Cheife Secre-
taries;2 and some other wrought with the arc[h] Bishop to Giue way
thervnto, but it proued all in Vaine; yet thus farr, they prevaile[d]
in sounding his Matte* Mind, that hee would Conive att them, and
Not molest them prouided they Carryed themselues peacably;
But to allow or tollerate them by his publick authoritie vnder his
seale, they found it would not bee; and this was all that the Cheefe
of the verginnia Company or any other of theire best frinds Could
do in the Case; yett they prswaded them to Goe on for they prsumed
they should not bee troubled and with this answare the messengers
Returned and signifyed what dilligen[ce] had bin vsed and to what
Issue thinges were Come;

But this made a damp in the business and Caused som destrac-
tion for many werle] affraid that if they should vnsettle themselues
put offe their estates and Goe vpon the[se] hopes It might proue
dangerous and but a sandy foundation; yee it was thou[ght] they
might better haue presumed heervpon without makeing any suite
att all thlen] haueing made it to be thus Rejected; but some of the
Cheifest thought othe[rwise] [186] And that they might well pro-
ceed heervpon and that the Kinges Mat'e was willing enough to
suffer them without molestation though for other Reasons hee

1 Here a word is crossed out. ThetwoehosenwereRobettOmhm,
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would not Confeirme it by any publick acte; and furthermore if
there was Noe securitie in this promise Intimated there would be
noe great Certainty in A further Confeirmation of the same for if
afterward there should be a purpose or desire to wronge them though
they had a seal as broad as the house flore It would not serue the
turne for there would be means enough found to Recall or Reverse
it; and seeing therfore the Course is probable they must Rest heerin
on Gods Prouidence as they had don in other thinges;

vpon this Resolution other Messengers! were dispatched to end
with the virginia Companie as well as they Could and to procure a
patent with as Good and ample Conditions as. they might by any
Good meanes Attaine as alsoe to treat and .Conclude with such
- Marchants and other frinds as had manifested theire forwardnes to
provoak to and adventure in this voyage for which end they had
Instructions Giuen them vpon what Conditions they should pro-
ceed with them or else to Conclude Nothing without furder advice;
and heer it wilbe Reqvisite to Insert a letter or two that may Giue
light to these proceedinges

A Coppy of a letter from Sir Edwin Sands directed to
m* John Robinson and m* William Brewster

After my harty sallutations, The agents of youer Congregation Robert
Cushman and John Caruer haue bin in Comunication with diuers Celect
Gentlemen of his Ma"® Councell for Verginnia, and by the writing of
seuen articles? with youer Names haue Giuen them that Good degree of
Satisffaction; which hath Carryed them on with a Resolution to sett
forward youer desire in the best sort that may be for youer own and the
publick Good diuers pTticulars wherof wee leaue to theire faithfull
Report; haueing Carryed themselues heer with that Good descretion as
is both to theire owne and theire Creditt from whence they Came; and
whereas being to treat for a Multitude of people they haue Reqvested
further time to Confer with them, that are to be Interrested in this
action about the seuerall prticulars which in the prosecution therof will
fall out Considerable; It hath bin very willingly assented vnto, and soe
they doe Now Returne vnto you; if therfore it may please God soe to
direct youer desires; as that on youer prtes there fall out noe Just Im-
pediments I trust by the same direction It shall likewise appeer that on

1 Robert Cushman and William Brewster: cf. p. 38, below.
2 Morton has here omitted Bradford’s * subscribed”’ (History, i. 72).
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our prtes all forwardnes to sett you forward! shalbe found In the best
sort, which with Reason May be expected; and soe I betake you with
this designe, which I hope verily is the worke of God to the Gracious
Protection and blesing of the highest.

Youer very Loueing ffrind

EpwiN Sanps
London Nouember 12 1617
[16] . )
Theire Answare was as followeth
RicaT Wor™

Our humble duties Remembered in our owne our messengers and cur
Churches name, with all thankfull acknowlidgement of youer singular
loue expressing it self as otherwise soe more especially in youer Great
Care and earnest Indeauor of our Good, in this waighty business about
Verginnia; which the lesse able wee are to Requite wee shall thinke our
selues the more bound to Comend in our prayers vnto God for Recom-
pence, whom as for the p*sent you Rightly behould in our Indeauors soe
shall wee not be wanting on our p*tes (the same God Assisting vs) to
Returne all Answarable fruite and Respect vnto the labour of youer loue
bestowed vpon vs wee haue with the best speed and Consideration
withall; that wee Could sett down our Requests in writing subscribed
(as you willed) with the? Greatest p'te of our Congregation and haue
sent the same vnto the Counsell by our agent? A deacon of our Church
John Caruer vnto whom wee haue alsoe Requested a Gentleman of our
Companie to adjoyne himself, to the Care and descretion of which two
wee doe® Refer the prosecuting of the busines; Now wee p*swade our
selues Right Wor™ That wee need not to prouok youer Godly and
loueing mind to any further or more tender Care of vs, since you haue
pleased soe farr to Interest vs in youer self that vnder God aboue all
prsons and thinges in the world wee Relye vpon you; expecting the Care
of youer Loue Councell of youer wisdom and the healp and Countenance
of youer Authoritie, Notwithstanding for youer Incurragment in the
work soe farr as probabilleties may lead wee will not forbear to mension
these Instances of Inducement;

1 Wee verily beleiue and trust the Lord is with vs vnto whom and
whose service wee haue Giuen our selues in Many tryalls; and that hee

1 Altered from “forwards.”

* Morton has here omitted Bradford’s “ hands of the” (History, i. 74).
3 Altered from “agents.” -

4 Here a word is crossed out.
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will Graciously prosper our Indeauors according to the simplissety of
our harts therin

2 Wee are well weaned from the dillicate milk of our mother Country
and Invred to the difficulties of a strange and hard land which yett in
Great p'te wee haue by patience ouercome;

3 The people are for the body of them Industruous and frugall wee
think wee may safely say as any Companie of people in the world;

4 Wee are knitt together as a body in a more strict and sacred bond
and Couenant of the Lord of the violation whero[f] wee mak ! Consience;
and by vertue wherof wee doe hold our selues straitly tyed to all Care of
each others Good; and of the whole by euery and soe Mutuall;

5 And lastly it is not with vs as with other men whome smale thinges
can discurrage or smale discontentments Cause to wish them selues att
home againe wee know our.entertainment in England and holland; wee
shall much prejudice both our artes and meanes by Remouall whoe if
wee should be driuen to Returne wee should not hope to Recouer our
prsent healps and Comforts neither indeed ? looke euer to attaine 3 the
like in any other place during our liues which are Now drawing towards
theire Periods.

These motiues wee haue ben bould to tender vnto you which you in
youer wisdome may alsoe Impart to any other our worshipfull frinds
of the Councell with you of all whose Godly dispositions and loueing,
towards our dispised prsons wee are most Glad and shall not faile by all
Good meanes to Continew and Increase the same; wee shall not be
further troublesome But doe with the Renewed Remembrance of our
humble dutyes to youer Worshipp and soe farr as in Modesty wee may
be bold to any other of our welwillers of the Councell with you, wee tak
our Leaues Comitting yeuer p'sons and Councells to the Guidance and
Protection of the almighty

Youers much bounden in all duty
’ JorN RoBinsoN'

WirLxaM BREWSTER
Leyden the 15 of december 1617

[17]

I found anexed vnto the forgoeing letters these following lines
written by m* Bradford, with speciall Reference vnto the fovrth
prticular on the other syde written

1 Here Morton has omitted Bradford’s “great” (History,i. 77).

* Here “hope” is crossed out.
3 Here “any” is crossed out.
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O Sacred bond whilest Inviolably prserued how sweet and precious
were the fruites that flowed from the same but when this fidelitie de-
cayed then there Ruine approached oh that these antient members had
not died or bin dissipated if it had bine the will of God or else that this
holy Care and Constant faithfulnes had still liued and Remained with
those that surviued that were in times afterwards aded vnto them;
but alas that Subtile Serpent hath slyly wound in him selfe vnder faire
pretences of Nessesitie and the like to vntwist! these Sacred bonds and
tyes and as it were Insensibly by degrees to desolue or in a Great measure
to weaken the same I haue bin happy in my first times to see and with
much Comfort to Injoy the blessed fruites of this sweet Comunion;
But it is now a prte of my Misery in old age to find and feele the decay
and want 2 therof in a Great measure, and with Greiffe and sorrow of hart
to Lament and bewaile the same, and for others warning and * admonition
and my owne humilliation doe I heer Note the same,

thuse much by way of digression*
ffor further light in these proceedinges fornamed see some other
letters and Notes as followeth

The Coppy of a letter sent to Sir John Worsingham

RicaT WoOR™™

With due acknowlidgement of our thankfulnes for youer singular
Care and paines in the busines of Verginia for our and (wee hope, * the
Comon good) wee doe Remember our humble duties vnto you and haue
sent as is (desired) a further explanation of our Judgments in the three
points specifyed by some of his Mati** honorable privy Councell, and
although it be Greuious vnto vs that such vnjust Insinuations are made
against vs, yett wee are most Glad of the occation of making our Just
purgation, vnto the soe honorable prsonages the declarations wee haue
sent Inclosed, the one more breiffe and Generall which wee think the
fitter to be presented, the other som thing ® more large and in which
wee expresse some smale accedentall differences which if it seeme Good
vnto you and other of youre Worshipps frinds you may send in steed of
the former; our prayers vnto God is that youer worshipp may see the
fruite of youer worthy Indeauors, which on our p*te wee shall Not faile

1 Here a word or two are crossed out.

* Here the letters ‘ ther”’ are crossed out.
3 Here “my” is crossed out.

¢ These words are written in the margin.
§ Altered from “hopes.”

¢ Here “more” is crossed out.
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to further by all Good meanes and soe praying that you would with all
Conveniency that may be;! Giue vs knowlidge of the successe of the
busines with his Matie* Privey Councell and accordingly what youer
further pleasure is, either for our direction or furtherance in the same,

. soe wee Rest
Youer worshipps in all dutye

JoEN RoBinsoN
WiLraM BREWSTER
Leyden January 27 1617 old stile

[18]
The first 2 breiffe note was this 3
Touching the Eclesiastical minnestry Namely of Pastours for teaching
Elders for Ruleing and deacons for distributing the Churches Con-
tribution as alsoe for the two sacraments Baptisme and the Lords sup-
per wee doe wholly and in all points agree with the firench Reformed
Churches, according to theire publick confession of ffaith though some -
smale differences
The oath of Supremacye we shall willingly tak if it be Reqvired of vs
if 4 that Convenient satisfaction be not ® giuen by our takeing the oath
of Allegience
JorN RoBinsoN
WiLzaM BREWSTER

the second was ¢

This touching the Eclesiasticall Minnestry as in the former, &c wee
agree in all thinges with the firench Reformed Churches according to
theire publick Confession of ffaith though some smale differences be to
be found in our practices not att all in the substance of the 7 thinges but
onely in some accedentall Cercumstances,

1 as first theire 8 minnesters doe pray with theire heads Couered;
wee vncouered;

2 Wee Chose none for Gourning Elders but such as are able to teach
which abillitie they doe not Require. '

1 Here “to” is crossed out.

? Here “no” is crossed out.

3 These words are written in the margin.
4 Here “and” is crossed out.

§ Here “taken” is crossed out.

¢ These words are written in the margin.
7 Altered from “them.”

8 Here “head” is crossed out.
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1 Theire Elders and deacons are Anuall or att the most for two or
three yeers; ours p*petuall;

4 our Elders doe Adminnester theire office in Admonitions and ex-
comunicatio[n] for publick scandalls publickly and before the Congrega-
tion theires more privately and in theire Consistories;

5 Wee doe Adminnester Baptismee onely to such Infants as wherof
the one parent (att the least) is of some Church; which some of theire
Churches doe not obserue, although in it our practices accords with
theire publick Confession; and the Judgment of the most learned amongst
them

other differences (worthy mensioning) wee know none

Subscribed JoBEN RoBINSON

WiLraM BREWSTER
London fieb 14 1617

prte of an other letter from him that deliuered these,

Youer letter to Sir John Worsingham I deliuered allmost as soone as
T had it to his owne hands (and stayed with him the opening and Reading
therof) there were 2 papers Inclosed hee Read them to himself as alsoe
the Letter, and in the Reading hee spake to mee and said whoe shall
make them viz: the Minnesters I answared his worship; that the power
of making was in the Church; to be ordained by the Imposition of hands
by the fitest Instruments, they haue It must either be in the Church or
from the Pope and the Pope is Antichrist; he said Sir John, what the
Pope holds Good (as in the trenity) that wee doe well to Assent to, but
said hee wee will not enter into dispute Now, and as for youer letters hee
would Not shew them att any hand lest hee should spoyle all; hee ex-
pected you should haue bin of the Archbishops mind for the Calling of
minnesters, but it seemes you differed; I Could haue wished to haue
known the Contents of youer two enclosed, att which hee stuck soe much
especially the larger; I agked his worshipp what Good Newes hee had for
mee to write tomorrow; hee told mee! Good newes for both the Kinges
Matic and the Bishopps haue Consented; hee said hee would Goe to M*
Chanceler Sir ffolke Griuell, as this day, and Next week I should know
more. I mett [19] I mett with Sir Edwin Sands on weddensday Night,
hee wished mee to be att the Verginnia Court the Next weddensday,
where I purpose to be thus loath to be troublesome att Present, I hope
to haue somthing Next week of Certainty Concerning you I Comitt you
to the Lord;

Youers S: B:?
1 Here Morton has omitted Bradford’s “ very” (History, i. 83).
3 This letter was written by Sabine Staresmore.
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These thinges being longe in agitation and Messengers passing
to and againe about them after all theire hopes they were longe de-
layed by many obstacles that fell in the way, for att the Returne of
these Messengers into England; they found thinges farr other wise
then they expected; for the Verginia Councell was Now soe dis-
turbed with factions and qvarrells amongst themselues as Noe
busines Could well Goe forward; the which may the better appeer
in one of the Messengers, Letters as followeth;

To his Loueing frinds

I haue thought Long since to haue writt vato you but Could Not
effect that which I aimed att Neither Can Yett: sett thinges as I wished
yett Notwithstanding I doubt Not but M* Brewster hath written to m*
Robinson, but I think my selfe bound alsoe to doe somthinge least I be
thought to Neglect you; The maine hinderance of our proceedinges in
the verginia busines is the desentions and factions as they tearme it
amongst the Councell and companie of Verginia which are such as that
euer since wee Came vp noe busines Could by them be dispatched the
occation of this trouble amongst them is, That a while since Sir Thomas
Smith Repining att his Many offices and troubles, wished the Companie
of Verginia to ease him of his office in being Treasurer, and Gou" of the
Verginia Companie; whervpon the Companie tooke occation to dismise
him, and Chose Sir Edwin Sands Treasurer and Gour of the Companie,
hee haueing 60 voyces; Sir John Worsingham 16 voyces and alderman
Johnson 24 But Sir Thomas Smith when hee saw som pTte of his honor -
lost was very Angry and Raised a ffaction to Cauill and Contend about
the election; and sought to tax Sir Edwin with Many thinges that might
both disgrace him and alsoe put him by his office, of Gour: In which
Contensions they yett Stick and are not fitt Nor Reddy to entermeddle in
Any busines, and what Issue thinges will Come to I know Not, nor are
wee yett Certaine It is most like Sir Edwin will Carry it away and if hee
doe thinges will Goe well in Verginia, if otherwise they will Goe ill enough
alwaies; wee hope in 2 or 3 Court dayes thinges will settle, mean space I
thinke to Goe downe into Kent, and come vp againe about 14 dayes or
three weekes hence, except either by these aforsaid Contentions or by
ill tidings from Verginia, wee be wholly discurraged of which tidinges as
followeth

Capt. Argoll is Come home this week; hee vpon Notice of the Intent
of the Councell Came away before Sir Gorge yeardly Came there and
soe there is Noe smale desention but his tidinges is ill altho his p*son
be welcome; hee saith M* Blackwells Shipp Came, not ther vntill march
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but Goeing towards winter they had still Northwest winds which Carryed
them to the southworth beyond theire Course and the Mr of the Shipp
and some six of the Marriners dieing It seemed they Could not find the
Bay; till after long seeking and beating about; Mr Blackwell is dead,
and m* Maggner the Capt: yee there are dead hee saith 130 psons one
and other in the shipp; It is said there was in all 180 p*sons in the ship;
soe as they were packed together like herrings they had amongst them a
flux and alsoe want of ffresh water soe as it is heer Rather [20]! won-
dered that soe many are aliue then that soe many are dead the? the
marchants heer say it was m* Blackwells fault to packe soe many in the
shipp yee and there was Great murmuring and Repining amongst them
and obraiding of m* Blackwell for his dealing and disposing of them
when they saw how hee had disposed of them and how hee Insulted ouer
them; yee the streets att Grausend Rang of theire extream qvarrelling
crying out one of another thou hast brought mee to this I may thank
thee for this, heavy Newes it is and I would ? be Glad to heare how farr it
will discurrage: I see none heer discurraged much but Rather desire to
learne to beware by other mens harmes, and to amend that wherin they
haue fayled, as wee desire to serue one another in loue soe take heed of
being Inthraled by other Imperious p*sons, especially if they be descerned
to haue an eye to themselues; It doth often trouble mee to think that in
this busines wee are to learne and none to teach but beter soe then to
depend vpon such teachers as m* Blackwell, was such a strattagem hee
made for m* Johnson and his people att Emden much was their subver-
sion but though hee their Clenlely yett vnhonestly plucked his Neck out
of the Coller yett att last his foot is caught; heer are noe letters Come;
the shipps captain Argoll came in is yett in the west prtes, all that wee
heare is but his Report it seemeth hee came away secretly, the shipp
that m” Blackwell went in wilbe heer shortly; It is as m* Robinson once
said, hee thought wee should heare Noe good of them, m* Brewster is not
well, att this time whether hee will Goe back to you or goe into the
North I yett know not, for my self I hope to see an end of this Busines
eare I Come tho I am sorry to be thus from you; if thinges had gon *
Roundly forward I should haue bin with you within this fourteen dayes
I pray God direct vs and Giue vs that 'speritt, which is fiting for such a
busines thus haueing ® sumarily pointed att thinges, which m* Brewster

1 Here a word, perhaps “wondered,” is crossed out.
* Here the letters “March” are crossed out.

# Here a word is crossed out.

¢ Written above “bin,” crossed out.

¢ Here “soe” is crossed out.
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1 think hath ! more largely write of, to m* Robinson, I leaue you to the
"Lords Protection;
Youer in all Reddynes &ec:

RoBErT CusEMAN
London May the 8th 1619

A word or two by way of digression ? touching this m* Blackwell
hee was an Elder of the Church of Amsterdam a man well knowne
of most of them; hee declined from the truth with m* Johnson; and
the Rest and went with him when they departed assunder in that
wofull manor, which brought soe Great dishonor to God scandall
to the truth and outward Ruin to themselues, in this world; but I
hope Notwithstanding through the mercyes of the Lord, theire
soules are now att Rest with God in the heauens; and that they are
ariued in the hauen of happines; though some of theire bodyes were
thus burie[d] in the terible seas, and others sunck vnder the burden
of bitter afflictions; hee with some others had prepared for to Goe
to Verginia, and hee with sundry Godly Cittyzens being att a private
meeting (I take it) att a fast in london being discouered many of
them were apprehended wherof m* Blackwell was one, but hee soe
Glosed with the bishop and either decembled or flatly denyed the
truth which formerly hee had maintained; and not onely soe but
vnworthyly betrayed and accused another Godly man? whoe had
escaped that soe hee might slipp his owne Neck out of the Collor;
and to obtaine his owne freedom brought others into bonds; wher-
vpon hee soe won the bishopps fauor but lost the Lords, as hee was
Not onely dismissed but in open Court the Archbishopp Gaue him
Great Applause, and his sollem blessing to proceed in his voyage;
But if such euents follow the Bishopps blessing happy are they that
mise ¢ the same, It is much better to keep a Good Conscience ° and
haue the Lords blessing whether in life or death, but see how that
man apprehended by m* Blackwells meanes writes to a frind of his;

RIGHT DEARE FRIND AND CHRISTIAN BROTHER M* CARUER

I sallute you and youers in the lord; Sir as for my owne p'sent Con-
dition I doubt not but you well vnderstand it by our brother Master-

1 Here “mr” is crossed out. ’

? Here two or three letters are croesed out.

# Sabine Staresmore.

¢ Here “thes” is crossed out.

$ Here some letters are crossed out.
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son whoe should haue tasted of the sam cup had his place of Residence
and his p'son bin as well known as my selfe. [21] Somwhat I haue
written to m* Cushman® how the matter still Continewes. I haue
Petitioned twise to m* Sheriffes and once to my lord Cook and haue
vsed such Reasons to moue them to pitty; that if they were not ouer-
ruled by some others I suppose I should haue soone Gained my liberty;
as that I was a man liueing by 2 my Creditt In debt to diuers in our
Sittey, liueing in more then ordinary Charges in a Close? and tedi-
ous prison; besides Great Rents abroad all my busines lying still my
onely servant lying lame in the Countrey my wife being alsoe Great
with child; and yett noe answer vntill the lords of his Matie* Councell
Gaue Consent: howbeitt m* Blackwell a man as deep in this action, as I
was deliuered att a Cheaper Rate with a great deale lesse adoe; yee with
an addition of the archbishops blessing; I ame sorry for m* Blackwells
weaknes I wish it may proue noe worse, but yett hee and some others of
them, were not sorry but thought it was for the best that I was Nomi-
nated Not because the Lord sanctifyes euill to Good but that the action
was Good; yea for the best; one Reason I well Remember hee vsed was
because this trouble would Incredse the Virginia plantation; that now
people began More Generally to Incline to Goe and if hee had not Nom-
inated some such as I; hee had not bin free being it was knowne that
Many Cittizens besides them selues were theire; I expect an Answare
shortly what they Intend Concerning mee; I purpose to write to some
other of you; by whom you shall know the Certainty, thus Not haueing
further att p'sent to acquaint you withall Comending my selfe to youer
prayers I sease and Comitt you and vs all to the Lord; from my Cham-
ber in wood street Counter Sept: 4% 1618 .
Youer frind and Brother in bonds
SABIN STARSMORE

- But thus much by the way which may be of Good vse I haue bin
the larger in these thinges that the Rising Generation may seriously
take notice ‘of the many difficultyes theire poor leaders* vnderwent
in the first enterprises toward coming into New England &

But att last after all these thinges and theire longe Attendance

! Here the letters “wh” are crossed out.

* Here some letters are crossed out.

# Here the words ““in and tedius” are crossed out.

¢ Here the letters “vnde” are crossed out.

5 The sentence beginning “I haue hin” and ending with “New England”
is written in the margin.



42 PLYMOUTH CHURCH RECORDS: VOLUME I, PART I

they had a Patent Graunted them and Confeirmed vnder the Com-
panies seale but these deuisions and destractions had shaken of
Many of theire pretended frinds and disapointed them of many of
theire hoped for and proffered meanes; by the advice of some frinds
this Pattent was Not taken in the Name of any of theire owne But
in the Name of m* John Wincobb a Religious Gentleman then be-
longing to the Countice of Lincolne; whoe Intended to Goe with
them But God soe disposed as hee Neuer went Nor they neuer made
vse of this Pattent which had Cost them soeamuch labour and Charge;
as by the sequell will appeer This Pattent being sent ouer for them
to view and Consider as alsoe the passages about the propositions
between them and such Marchants and frinds as should either Goe
or adventure with them, and especially with them on whome they
did Cheiffly depend for shiping and meanes whose proffers had bin
large they were Requested to fitt and prepare themselues with all
speed;

A I{ight Imblem It may be of the vncertaine thinges of this world
that when men have toyled them selues they vanish into smoak;

vpon a Receipt of these thinges by one of theire Messengers they
had a sollemne meeting and a day of humilliation to seeke the lord
for his direction And theire Pastour took this text 1 Sam: 23: 3: 4:
and dauids men said vnto him see wee be affraid heer ‘in Judah;?
how much more if wee Come to Keilah against the host of the Phil-
listines; Then dauid asked Counsell of the Lord againe; from which
text hee taught many thinges very aptly and befitting theire present
occation and condition to strengthen® them against theire feares
and prplexeties and Incurrageing them in theire Resolutions; [23]

In the foregoeing fiue /IChapters the Reader may take a view of
some of the many difficulties our blessed prdecessors went through
in theire first* acheiuement of this waightey Interprise of Re-
mouall of our Church into these American p*tes; the Imediate fol-
lowing Relations in m* Bradfords book (out of which diuers of these
matters are Recollected) doe more especially Concerne the Condi-
tions of theire agreement; with seuerall Marchant adventures towards .

1 Here a word is crossed out.
* This word has heen altered.
8 Here a word is interlined and crossed out.
¢ Here two or three letters are crossed out.
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the voyage &c: as alsoe seuerall ! letters sent too and fro from frind
to frind Relateing to the premises which are Not soe prtenent to
the Nature of this smale history; wherfore I shall heer omitt to
Insert them; Judging them Not soe suitable to my p*sent purpose,
and heer alsoe sease to follow the foregoeing meathod; by way of
Capters;

After such trauell and tormoiles 2 and debates which they went much ofgz_m
thorow thinges were Gotten Reddy for theire departure from Ley- specting this
den a smale shipp * was provided in holland of about sixty tun gEpremedin
which was Intended as to serue * to transport some of them ouer
the seas; soe to stay in the Country and to tend vpon flishing; and
such other affaires as might be for the Good and benifitt of the whol,
when they should Come to the place Intended; another ® was hiered
att London of burden about Nine score and all other thinges Gott
in a Reddynes, soe be[ing rea]dy to depart they had a day of sollemne
humilliation theire Pastour takeing his te[xt frjom Ezra the 8t 21
and theire att the Riuer by ® Ahaua I proclaimed a ffast, that [wee]
might humble ourselues before our God and seek of him a Right
way for vs and our children and for all our substance 7 vpon which
hee spent a good prte of the day very profittably and suitably to
theire prsent occation the Rest of the time was spent in powering
out prayers to the lord with Great feuency mixed with aboundance
of teares; and the time being Come that they must depart they were
accompanied with the most of theire bretheren out of the Cittey
vnto a towne sundry miles off Called dealfes hauen; where the shipp
lay Reddy to Receiue them; soe they left that Goodly and pleasant
Citty which had bin theire Resting place Neare 12 yeers, but they
kne[w] they were pilgrimes ® and looked not much on those thinges, ... 11
but lifted vp theire eyes to heauen; theire dearest Country and quieted *
theire speritts; when they Came to the place they fou[nd] the shipp
and all thinges Reddy, and such of theire frinds as Could Not Come
with them followed after them; and sundry alsoe Came from Amster-

! Here a letter is crossed out.
? Here a word, perhaps ““turmoill,” is crossed out.
# The Speedwell, which is nowhere mentioned by name in Bradford’s History.

¢ Here a word or two are crossed out. % The Mayflower.
¢ Written above ‘“of,” croesed out.
7 The words from “Gott in” to * our substance” are underscored. s

3 Cf. Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachrusetts, xvii. 203-391.
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strong Nessesitie held back for the pfsent, Make accoumpt of mee in
the mean while as of a man deuided in my selfe with Great paine and
as (Naturall bonds sett asside) haueing my better p*te with you and
though I doubt not but in youer! Godly wisdome you both ? forsee &
Resolue vpon that which Concerneth youer p*sent state, and Condition
both seuerally and Joyntly yett haue I thought it but my duty to adde
some further spurr of prouocation to them that Run well alreddy, if not
because you need it, yett because I owe it, in loue and duty; and first as
wee are dayly to Renew our Repentance with our God especially for our
sins known and Generally for our vnknowne sines, and treaspasses soe
doth the Lord Call vs in a singular Manor vpon occations of such diffi-
culty, and danger as lyeth vpon you to a both more Narrower serch and
Carefull Reformation of our waies in his sight, least hee Calling to
Remembrance our sines forgotton by vs or vorepented of, tak advantage
against vs and in Judgment leaue vs for the same, to be swallowed vp
in one danger or other, wheras on the Contrary sin being taken away by
earnest Repentance and the p*don therof from the Lord sealed vp from
a mans Conscience by his speritt Great shalbe the securitie and peace in
all dangers sweet his Comfort in all destresses with happ deliuerance
from all euill whether in life or in death;

Now next after this heauenly peace with God, and our owne Con-
siences ‘wee are Carefully to prouide for peace with all men what in vs
Iyeth [24] especially with our Associates and for that watchfulnes must
be had that wee Neither att all in our selues doe Giue noe Nor easily
take offence being Given by others woe be vnto the world for offences,
for although it be Nessesary Considering the Mallice of Satan, and Mans
Corruption, that offences come yett woe vnto that man or woman either,
by whom the offence Cometh saith Christ Mat: 18-7: and if offences in
vnseasonable vse of thinges in themselues Indifferent be more to be?
feared then death it selfe as the Apostle teacheth 1 Cor. 9: 15. how much
more in thinges simply euill in which neither honor of God nor loue of
man is thought worthy-to be Regarded; Neither yett is it sufficient that
wee keep ourselues by the Grace of God from Giueing offence except
with all wee be armed against the takeing of them; when they be Given
by others, for how vnperfect and lame is the worke of Grace in that
p*son whoe wants Charity to Couer a multitude of offences,* or wisdome

! Written above a word crossed out.

? Here “foresee” is crossed out.

3 Here “hated” is crossed out.

¢ Here Morton has omitted Bradford’s ‘“as the scriptures speaks. Nelt.her
are you to be exhorted to this graee only upon’the commone grounds of Chris-
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duely to wey humaine frailties or lastly and Grossely though Close
hipocrites as Christ our lord teacheth mat: 7: 1: 2: 3: as indeed in my
owne experience few or none haue bin found which sooner Giue offence;
then such as easely tak it; Neither haue they euer proued sound and
profittable Members in societies which haue Nurrished this touchey
humer but besides these there are diuers motiues provoaking you aboue
others to Great care and Conscience this way;

as first you are many of you strangers as to the p*sons soe to the In-
feirmities one of another and soe stand in Need of more watchfulnes this
way least when such thinges fall out in men and weomen, as you sus-
pected not you be Inordinately affected with them; which doth Require
att youer hands much wisdom and Charritie for the Couering and pre-
uenting of Insident offences that way And lastly youer Intended Course
of Ciuill Comunity will minnester Continuall occation of offence; and
wilbe as fewell for that fier except you dilligently quench it; with brotherly
forbearance; and if takeing of offence Causlesly or ezely att Mens
doeinges; be soe Carefully to be! avoided how much more heed is to be
taken that wee take Not offence att God himselfe which yett wee Cer-
tainly doe soe oft as wee doe murmer att his prouidence in our Crosses
or beare Impatiently such afflictions as wherwith hee pleaseth to visite
vs, Stor vp therefore? Patience against the euill day without which
wee take offence att the Lord himself in his holy and Just workes;

A further thinge there is Carefully to be prouided for towitt that with
our Comon Imployments you Joyne Comon affections truly bent vpon
the Generall Good; avoiding as a deadly plague of youer both Comon and
speciall Comfort all Retirednes of mind for proper advantagee and all
singularly affected any manor of way; lett euery man Represse in him-
selfe and the whole body in each p*son as soe many Rebells against the
Comon Good all private Respect of mens selues not sorting with the
Generall Conveniency; and as men are Carefull not to haue a New house
shaken with any violence before it be well settled and the prtes feirmly
knitt soe be you I beseech you much more Carefull; that the house of
God which you are and are to be: be not shaken with vnessesary Nouel-
ties or other oppositions att the first settleing therof lastly wheras you are
to become a body Pollitique vseing amongst youer selues Ciuill Goument;
and are Not flurnished with any p*sons of speciall eminency about the
Rest to be Chasen by you into office of Goument; lett youer wisdom,

tianity, which are, that persons ready to take offence, either wante charitie, to
cover offences” (History, i. 132).

1 Here one or two letters are crossed out.

* Here “the” is crossed out.
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and Godlynes appeer not onely in Chosing such psons; as doe Intirely
loue and will promote the Comon Good; but alsoe in yeilding vnto them
all! due honor and obeidience in theire lawfull adminnestrations;
Not beholding in them the ordinarines of theire p*sons; but Gods or-
dinarines for youer Good; not being like the folish; multitude; whoe
more honor a Gay Coate then either the? vertuouse mind of the Man or -
Gloriouse ordinance of God [26] But you know better thinges and that
the Image of the Lords power And Authoritie which the Majestrate
beareth is honorable in how meane p*sons soeuer; and this duty you
both may the more willingly and ought the More Consionably to p*forme -
because you are att least for the psent, to haue them for youer ordinary
Gournors which youer selues shall make Choise of, for that work;

Sundry other thinges 2 of Importance I Could put you in Mind of;
and of those before mensioned in More words, but I will not soe farr
wrong youer Godly minds as to think you heedles of these thinges there
being alsoe diuers among you well able to Adinonish both them ¢ selues
and others; of what Concerneth them; These few thinges therfore and
the same in few words; I doe earnestly Comend vnto youer Care -and
Consience Joyning therwith my dayly Inceasent prayers vato the Lord;
that hee whoe hath made the heauens and the earth the sea and all
Riuers of waters and whose prouidence is ouer all his workes especially
ouer all his deare Children for Good would soe Guid and Gaurd you in
youer wayes, as Inwardly by his speritt soe outwardly by the hand of
his power; as that you and wee alsoe for and with you may haue after
matter of praiseing his Name all the dayes of youer & our liues, fare you
well in him in whom you trust and in home I Rest

An vnfeigned wellwiller of youer happy succes in this hopefull voyage

JoHN RoOBINSON;

This letter though large being soe fruitfull in it self and suitable
to theire occations I thought meet to Insert in this place;

All thinges being Gott Reddy And euery busines dispatched the
Companie was Called together and this Letter Read Amongst them;
which had Good Acceptation with all and after ffruite with many
then they ordered and distributed theire Companie for either shipp
as they Conceiued for the best; and Chose a Gour and two or three

1 Here “dew” is crossed out.

* Written above ‘“a,” crossed out.

¢ Here “and” is crossed out.

¢ Here the letters “sel” are crossed out.
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Assistants for each ! shipp, to order the people by the way and to
see to the disposing of theire prouisions, and such like affaires, all
which was Not onely with the likeing of the Masters of the shipps,
but According to theire desires, which being done; they sett sayle
from thence about the fift of August, But what befell them fur-
ther vpon the Coast of England will Appear in the? book Intitled
New Englands Memoriall page 10

And likewise of the voyage and how they passed the sea and of
theire safe Ariuall att Cape Codd; see New Englands Memoriall
page 12 [26]

Being Now passed the vast occean and a sea of troubles before they arined
theire preparation vnto further proceedings as to seeke out a place %ﬁg}“
for habitation &c: They fell downe vpon theire Knees and blessed 1030insaier .
the God of heauen whoe had brought them ouer the vast and furious
Ocean, and deliuered them from all prills and Misseryes thereof
againe to sett theire fleet on the feirme and stable earth theire
proper Ellement; and Noe Maruell if they were thus Joyfull seeing
wise Senica was soe affected with sayleing a few miles on the Coast
of his owne Italy as hee affeirmed hee had Rather Remaine twenty
yeers in his way by land then pas by sea to any place in a short Epist ss
time soe tedious and dreadfull was the same to him;

But heer I Can not but stay and make a Pause and stand half
amased att these poor peoples Condition and soe I think will the
Reader to, when hee well Considers the same for haueing passed
through many troubles, both before and vpon the voyage as afor-
said; They had now Noe frinds to welcome them Noe Inns to en-
tertaine or Refresh them, noe houses much lesse townes to Repaire
vnto to seek for succor It is recorded in Scripture as a mercye to the
Apostle; and his shipwracked companie that the barbarians shewed
them noe smale kindnes in Refreshing them; but these salvage Barba-
rians when they mett with them, as after will appeer; were Reddier
to fill theire sydes full of Arrowes then otherwise and, for the season;
it was winter; and they that know the winters of that Countrey,
know them to be sharp and violent and subject to violent stormes
dangerouse to trauell to knowne places much more to serch out

1 Written above “either,” crossed out.
3 Here one or two words are crossed out.
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vnknowne Coasts; besides what could they see! but a heidious and
desolate * wildernes full of wild beastes and wild men and what
multitudes there might be of them they knew not Neither could
they (as it were) Goe vp to the topp of Pisgae to view from this
wildernes a more Goodly Companie? to feed theire Hopes, for which
way soe euer they turned theire eyes (saue vpward to the heauens)
they could haue little solace or Content in Respect of any outward
objects, for somer being done all thinges stand for them to look
vpon ® with a weatherbeaten face, and the whole Country being
full of woods and thicket[s] Represented a wild and saluage hiew if
they looked behind them there was the mighty ocean which they
had passed; and was now as a maine barr and Gulf to separate them
from all the Ciuill p=tes of the world; if it be said they had a shipp to
succour them it is true but what heard they dayly from the Master
and Companie but that with speed they should look out a place
with theire shallopp where they would © be att some Neare distance
for the season was such as hee would not stirr from thence vntill a
safe harbour was discouered by them where they would be and hee
might goe without danger; and that victuales Consumed apace but
hee must and would keep sufficient for him self, and Companie for
theire Return yee it was muttered by some that if they Gott Not a
place in time they would turne them and theire Goods on shore and
leaue them; lett it be alsoe Considered what weak hopes of supply
and succor they left behind them that might beare vp theire minds
in this sad Condition and tryalls they were vnder and they Could
not but be very smale; It is true Indeed the affections and loue of
theire bretheren att Leyden was Cordiall and Intire but they had
little power to healp them or themselues; and how the Case stood
between them and the Marchants att theire Coming away, hath
alreddy bin declared what could now sustaine them but the speritt
of God, and his Grace; may not and ought Not the Children of these
fathers Rightly say our fathers were Englishmen which Came ouer
this Great ocian and were Reddy to perish in this wildernes; But

1 Here “but” is crossed out.

* Here ‘“Companie” is crossed out.

3 Morton’s error for Bradford’s * cuntrie” (History, i. 166).
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they Cryed vnto the lord; and hee heard theire voyce; and looked
on theire adversitie; And lett them therfore praise the lord because
hee is Good and his mercyes Indure for euer yee lett them which
haue bin the Redeemed of the lord shew how hee hath deliuered
them from the hand of the oppressor; when they wandered in the dewtey 3:
desert wildernes out of the way, and found noe Cittey to dwell in,
both hungry and thirsty theire soule was ouerwhelmed in them; lett
them Confesse before the lord his loueing kindnes and his wonderfull }*4: 1% o
workes before the Children of Men;

of the troubles that befell them after theire ariuall with sundry
other prticulares Concerning theire theire transactings with the
Marchant adventerers and many other passages not soe prtinent
to this psent discourse I shall Refer the Reader to; New Englands
memoriall and vnto m* Bradfords book where they are att large
pened to his plentifull satisfaction ! and therefore I shall Gather vp
some speciall prticulars; more properly Relateing to this history as
it may 2 be called Eclesiasticall; [37]

Before I pas on I may not omitt to take Notice of the sad losse the
Church and this Infant Comonwealth sustained by the death of m*
John Caruer whoe was one of the deacons of the Church in leyden mrdobn
but Now had bine and was theire first Gou*: this worthy Gentleman
was one of singular Piety and Rare for humillitie which appeered
(as otherwise) soe by his Great Condesendencye when as this miser-

1 Here “and” is crossed out. :
The portion thus far given is printed in Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrim
Fathers, pp. 3-108. In a footnote he said:

“Here we take leave of Morton’s copy of Gov. Bradford’s History. As the
rest of it is lost, except the few scattered passages preserved by Prince and Hutch-
inson, and as we have a Journal of ‘the troubles that befell them after their
arrival,’ written at the time, and chiefly, as I conceive, by Gov. Bradford, and
much more copious and minute than the account in Morton’s Memorial, the
narrative will proceed in the words of that Journal” (p. 108).

Young then prints what is commonly known as “Mourt’s Relation,” pp.

109-251. Young was mistaken in supposing that ‘the rest of” Bradford’s His-
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Hutchinson.” What here follows is partly Morton’s own, but is largely taken
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himself recognized a few passages as taken from Bradford’s History and printed

them in his Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers: see pp. 52, 54, 62, 82, 115,

below. r
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able people were in Great sicknes hee shuned not to doe very meane !
services for them yee the meanest of them; hee bore a share likewise
of theire labour in his owne pson; according as theire Great Nes-
sesitie Required; whoe being one alsoe of a Considerable estate spent
the Maine prte of it, in this enterprise and from first to last approued
himself, not onely as theire agent in the first Transacting of thinges
but alsoe all alonge to the Period of his life; to be a pious faithfull
and very benificiall Instrument; hee deceased in the Month ? of
Aprill in the yeer 1621, and Now is Reaping the fruite of his labour
with the lord; ?

¢ With a letter written by Mr Sherly to M* Bradford these fol-
lowing objections were sent, which were not his, but were made by
Adversaries against the Church; and theire proceedings; which I
thought meet to Insert with theire Answares; as followeth;

1 objection was diuersitie about Religion

Answar Wee know Noe such Matter for heer was neuer any
Controversye or opposition either publicke or private to our knowl-
idge since wee Came;

2 obj Neglect of family dutyes on the Lords day

Answ Wee allow noe such thinge but blame it in our selues and
others, and they that thus Report it should haue shewed theire Chris-
tian loue the more if they had in loue tould the offenders of it Rather
then thuse to Reproach them behind theire backes; But to say noe
more; wee wish them selues had Giuen better example;

3 object Want of both the Sacraments;

Answ the more is our Greiff that our Pastour is Kept from vs
by whom wee might Injoy them; for wee vsed to haue the Lords
Supper euery sabbath and Baptismee as often as there was occa-
tion of Children to Baptise;

4 object Children not Cattachised nor taught to Read;

Answ; This is Not true in Neither prte therof for diuers take
paines with theire owne as they Can; Indeed wee haue noe Comon
scoole for want of a fitt prson or hitherto meanes to maintaine one
though wee desire now to begin;

"1 Written above another word, crossed out.

1 Here “of” is crossed out.

8 This paragraph is printed in Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers,
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When the Answars to these objections aboue mensioned were
sent ouer att the Returne of the shipp; the aforsaid letter came in;
the objectors were soe Confounded as some of them Confessed theire
faults and others deneyed what they had said; and eat theire words,
and some others of them haue since Come ouer againe and heer
liued to Convince themselues sufficiently both in their owne and
other ! Judgments seuerall other objections of other Nature were
made besides those aboue Named which with theire Answares I
will not att prsent trouble the Reader with But these aboue I
thought meet to Insert that the Reader may desern with what
difficulties of all sorts our deare honored predesessors Grappled
with;

heer followeth a letter from m® Robinson to m* Brewster our
Elder wherin the Reader may descene the sollisitous Care of a faith-
full Pastour to his flock and the singular loue that mutually was
expressed between those two holly men whoe were fiellow Elders
in the same fllock; &c:

LOUEING AND DEARE FRIND AND BROTHER that which T most desired
of God in Regard 2 of you; Namely the Continuance of youer life and
health and the safe Coming of these sent vnto you; That I most Gladly
heare of and praise God for the same; and I hope m*? Brewsters weak
and decayed state of Body will haue some Repaireing by the coming of
her daughters; and the prouisions in this and other shipps sent; which I
heare is made for you; which makes vs with [28] the more Patience
beare our Languishing state and the defering of the desireing of our
desired transportation (which I call desired Rather then hoped for)
whatsoueuer you are bourn in hand with by others for first there is Noe
hope att all that I know nor Can Conceiue off of any New stock .to be
Raised for that end soe that all must depend vpon Returnes from you
in which are soe may vncertaintyes; as that Nothing with any Certainty
Can thence be Concluded besides howsoeuer for the p'sent the adventerers
alledge Nothing but want of Mony; which is an Invinceable difficulty
yett if that be taken away by you, others without doubt wilbe found; for
the better clearing of this wee must dispose the adventerers into three
p*tes and off them some fiue or six (as I conceiue) are absolutely bent
for vs aboue others, other 5: or 6: are our bitter professed adversaries,

! Perhaps “others.”

? Here the words ““for you” are crossed out.
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The Rest being the body; I Conceiue to be honestly minded and loue-
ingly alsoe towards vs; yett such as haue: others; Namly the forward
preachers nearer vato them then vs; and whose Course soe farr as there
is any difference they would advance Rather then ours; Now what a
hanke these men haue ouer the professors you know and I p*swade my
selfe that for mee they of all others are vawilling I should be transported
especially such as haue an eye that way themselues as thinking if I
come there theire markett wilbe Mared in Many Regards; and for those
adversaries,! if they haue but halfe theire will to theire Mallice they
will stopp my Course when they see it Intended; for which this delaying
serueth them very opportunly; and as one Rusty Jade Can hinder by
hanging backe more then two or three Can or will att least if they be
not very free) draw forward, soe will it be in this case A Noteable ex-
periment of this they Gaue in youer Messengers p'sence Constraining
the Companie to promise that none of the Mony Now Gathered should be
expended or Imployed to the healp of any of vs towards you; Now
touching the question propounded by you I judge it Not lawfull for you
being a Ruleing Elder, as Rom 12: 7: 8: and first of tim: §: 17 opposed
to the Elders that teach and exhort and labour in the word and doctrin
to which the Sacrament[s] are anexed: to Adminnester them Nor Con-
venient if it were lawfull; Be you hartily salluted and youer wife with
you, both from mee and mine; youer God and ours and the God of all
his; bring vs together if it be his will and keep vs in the mean while and
alwaies to his Glory; and make vs seruiceable to his Mati® and faithful
to the end Amen;
Youer very Loueing Brother

JoHN RoBINSON?
Leyden december 20 1623

By the aboue written Letter it may appeer how much the ad-
versary hindered the Coming of this Blessed servant of Christ from
Coming into New England; although hee soe much longed to be with
his flock and his flock for him, a worthy patern vnto all Churchs
and theire Minesters to be Imitated;

In the springe ariued att New Plymouth a preacher; one m* John
Lyford whoe when hee Came on shore salluted the principall men
amongst vs; with that seeming humillitie as is seldom to be seen
and Indeed Made them ashamed hee soe bowed and Cringed vnto

1 Here the words ‘““and for those adversaries” are crossed out.
* This letter is printed in Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, pp.
475477,
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them and would haue kised theire hands if they would haue suffered
him (of which were many witnesses [)] hee likwise blessed God also
that had brought him to see theire faces and admireing the thinges
they had done in theire wants &c: as if hee had bin made all of Loue
and the humblest prson in the world his words being alsoe accom-
panied with teares; and all the while, if wee may Judge by his after
Carriages hee was but like him Mensioned in Psa. 10: 10: that
Croucheth and boweth that heapes of poor may fall by his Might,
or like to decembling Ishmaell whoe when hee had slaine Gedelia
went out weeping and made them which were Coming to offer In-
cence in the house of the Lord, saying come to Gedelia when hee
ment to slay them; they Gaue him the best entertainment they
Could (in all simplisitie) and a larger allowance of ffood and of the
Store then any other had; and as the Gour had used in all waighty
affaires to Consult with theire Elder m* Brewster together with theire
Assistants soe Now hee Called mr Lyford alsoe to Counsell in theire
waightiest businesses after some short time hee desired to Joyne
himself a member of the Church heer and accordingly was Receiued
hee made a large Confession of his faith and acknowlidgment of his
former disorderly walkeing [29] And his being Intangled with
many Corruptions which had bin a burden to his Consience and
blessed God for this opportunity of fireedome and libertie to Injoy gee New
the ordinances of God in puritie amongst his people with many .;‘?;:.!:.‘"m
more such like expressions; afterwards Joyning with one John Oldum ™
a factious speritted man they shewed a speritt of Mallignitie draw-
ing as many Into faction as they,Could were they Neuer soe vild! or
prophane they did Norish and backe them in all theire doeinges soe
they would but Cleaue to them and speak against the Church heer
soe as there was Nothing but private meetings and whispering
amongst them; they feeding themselues and others with what they
should 2 bring to passe in England by the ffaction of theire frinds
there; which brought others as well as themselues into a fooles
Parradice yett they Could not Carry soe closly but much of both
theire doeings and ? sayings were discouered and outwardly they
still sett a fare face of thinges; and they Conspired together and

1 Perhaps “ vile.”
? Here a letter is crossed out.
% Here “and” is crossed out.
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sent letters for England in Complaints against vs to our adversaries
which were of the Marchant adventorers; which letters were Inter-
cepted by the Gou’; and the said Lyford was detected for opening
of letters and other mischeiffes which hee acheiued against! the
Church and this poor Infant Comonwelth; Att length matters
Grew to such height that Lyford with his Complices without euer
speaking one word ? either to the Gour:! Church or Elder?® with-
drew themselues and sett vp a publicke meeting apart on the Lords
day with sundry such Insolent Carriages to longe heer to Relate;
And the said Oldum brake forth into open Rebellion against the
Gourment of the Collonie which prticulars being ¢ proued to theire
faces in open Court by the letters the said Lyford sent which were
Intercepted as aforsaid, the said Oldum ‘Continewed in his obsti-
nacye a while but was Curbed att last as will afterwards be Mani-
fest and as for Lyford first they dealt with him in the Church for
his disimulation att his Admition therinto; in that hee then pro-
fessed to Concurr with them in All thinges; and that hee held not
him self a minnester till hee had a New Calling &c. and yett hee
Now Contested against them and drew a Companie apart and se-
questered him self; and would Goe and adminnester the Sacrements
(by his Episcopall) Calling without euer speaking a word vnto them
either as Majestrates or bretheren

In Conclusion hee was fully Convicted and brak forth into teares
and Confessed hee was a Reprobate his sins were soe Great that hee
doubted God would Not pardon them hee was vnsauory salt &ec:
‘and that hee had soe wronged them as hee could Neuer make them
amens Confessing all hee had written against them was ffalse and
Nought both for matter and manor; and all this hee did with as
much fulnes as words and tears Could expresse;

After theire tryall and Conviction the Court Censured both hee
and Oldum to® depart the Gourment Oldum prsently; though his
wife and family had liberty to stay all winter or Longer vntill hee
Could make prouision to Remoue ¢ them Comfortably; Lyford had
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liberty to stay sixe monthes It was Indeed with some eye to his Re-
lease if hee Carryed him self well in the mean time and that his
Repentance proued sound Lyford acknowlidged his sentance was
farr lesse then hee deserued; Afterwards hee Confessed his sin
publickly in the Church with tears more largely then before; I shall
heer sett it downe as I find it in writing as it was taken from his
mouth That hee had don very euill and Slaunderously abused them;
and thinking most of the people would tak p*te with him; hee thought
to Carry all by violence and stronge hand against them; and that
God migh Justly lay Inosent blood® to his Charge for hee knew Not
what hurt might haue Come of these his writings; and blessed God
they were Stayed; and that hee spared not to tak knowlidge from
Any of any Euill; but shutt his eyes and eares against all the Good;
and if God should make him a % vagabond in the earth as was Caine
It was but Just for hee had sined in Envie and mallice against his
bretheren as hee did; and hee Confessed ® three thinges to be the
Ground and Causes of these his doeinges Prid Vaine Glory and selfe
loue amplyfying these heads with Many other sad expressions in
the prticulars of them soe as they began againe to Conceiue Good
thoughts of him vpon this his Repentance, and admitted him to teach
amongst them as before; and m* Samuell ffuller a deacon amongst
them and some other tender harted men amongst them were soe
taken with his [30] synes of sorrow and Repentance as they pro-
fessed they would fall vpon theire knees to haue his Censure Re-
leased; .

But that which made them all Stand amased; In the end, and
May doe all others that shall Come to heare the same (for a Rarer
Presedent can Scarce be seen or shewen) was that after ¢ a month
or two; Nowithstanding all his former Confessions Convictions and
former acknowlidgments, both in the face of the Church and whole
Companie with soe many teares and sad Censures of himself before
God and man, hee should Goe againe to Justify what hee had
don;

flor Secretly hee writt a second letter to the adventorers in Eng-
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* Here the letters “vab” are crossed out.
3 Here the letters ‘“thr” are crossed out.
4 Here “an” is crossed out.



58 PLYMOUTH CHURCH RECORDS: VOLUME I, PART I

land in which hee Justifyed all his former writinges (saue in some
thinges which tended to theire damage) the which because it is soe
large I shall heer ! omitt with the answare heervnto # least I should
treaspus too much on the patience of the Reader;

But before I draw to a Conclusion of this matter I shall Insert a
few objections of many that this euill sperited man made against
the people of God 2 in this place which I shall faithfully enter with
theire Answares;

1 hee saith the Church would haue none to live heer but them
selues; .

2 Neither are any willing soe to doe if they had Company to liue
else where;

Answ theire Answare was that this is ffalse in both prtes of it
for they were willing and desirous of any honest men ¢ to ® liue with
them that will Carry them selues peacably and seek the Comon
Good, or att least doe them noe hurt, and againe there are many
that will not liue else where soe longe as they may liue with
them;

2 That if ¢ there Comes ouer any honest man; they would soon
distast them &c:

Answ There answare was as before that it was a ffalse Callumna-
tion; for they had many Amongst them that they liked well of and
were Glad of theire Companie, and should be of any such like as
should Come amongst them;

3 That they excepted against 7 him for these 2 doctrines Raised
from 2 Samu 12 first that minnesters must some times p-ticularly
apply theire doctrine to speciall p*sons secondly that Great men
may be Reproued as well as meaner

Answ: theire Answar was that both these were without either
truth, or couller of the same as was proued to his face; and that they
had taught and beleiued these thinges longe before they knew m*
Lyford:
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And with these objections hee comes to Giue his frinds Councell these prticu-
one prticular wher[of] was that the Leyden Companie (m* Robinson by bim to the
and the Rest) must still be kept Back or else all wilbe spoyled, and 3{;&7,:5;‘
least any of them should be taken in priuately some where on the
Coast of England (as it was feared might be done) they must Change
the Mr of the shipp m* Willam Peirse; and put another alsoe in
m’ Winslowes Rome for Marchant, or otherwise it would not be
prevented, '

Then hee would haue such a Number prouided as would ouersway
them heer; and further proposeth to them some wayes, and meanes
wherby this may be effected:

Then hee showes that if by the said meanes they Cannot be
strengthened to Carry and ouer beare; thinges; it would be best for
him and his Confeaderats; to plant else where by themselules]

Lastly hee concludes that if some Number Comes not ouer to
beare them vp viz. him and his? Confeaderates heer, then there
would be noe abiding for them but by Joyning with these heer Then
hee adds since hee began to write, there are letters Come from youer ?
Companie wherin they would Giue sole Authoritie in diuers thinges
vnto theire Gour: heer which if it take place then Ve nobis*) but I
hope you wilbe more Vigelent heerafter that Nothinge May passe
in such a Manor,

Thus I haue breiffly touched some of the Cheiff thinges Contained
and expressed in his Letters and otherwise; wherby his hipocresye
flalcenes and mallice appeered; But being loth to be burthensomle]
to the Reader with the more full Relation of matters Concering this
Instrument of Sathan to worke ® mischiffe and Inded to * Indeauor
the ouerthrow of this poor Church and Collonie, I 7 shall Indeauor
to Contract matters, into as Narrow a Rome as I Can if any shall
haue. a desire to know more of them; I shall Refer them to New
Englands Memoria[ll] wherin In prte these prticulares are Related,

! Perhaps “ were.”
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and more especially unto! mr Bradfords history wherin att large
hee may haue a full Relation of these matters in theire seuerall
Ceromst[ances] [81] Relateing vnto his trayterous Indeauors against
vs and his abseane Carriages in Ireland which were discouered on
these occations, finally after all these transactions of Matters about
him and Oldum fore Named whoe was Copartenor and a Great
stickeler in these thinges; both hee the said oldum and Lyford being .
banished the Collonie for theire aforsaid misdemenors they went
into the Massachusetts Bay, and ? the said Oldum Goeing on a
voyage in a storm * like to haue bin Cast away about Cape Codd
shoules in the Greatnes of his danger and extremity, being in terror
of Consience Confessed his fault in his Indeauors against this Col-
lonie; and vowed that if God would please to ® bring him safe to land;
hee would; Reforme in that behalf; afterwards hee went on a voyage
towards Conecticott, and Neare vnto blocke Iland was ¢ Crewelly
murdered by the India[ns]

And as for John Lyford hee went to Nantaskett being Banished
and from thence to Salem where after hee had liued a while hee
went to Veginnia and there hee died; in 7 all which former discourse
with much More that might haue bine said Respecting the pmises;
It doth plainly appeer and is verifyed; that noe weapon that was
formed against this poor fllock of Christ did prosper; and euery
toungue that Rose vp in Judgment against them God did Con-
demne;

Before I Pase on to other matteriall Relations lett the Reader
take Notice of a speciall fauor of God and expression of his Goodnes
that many whoe before stood somthing off from the Church Now
seeing Lyfords vnrighteousnes in his Cariages and dealings and
Mallignitie against the Church; Now tendered themselues to the
Church and were Joyned to the same professing that it was not out
of dislike of any thinge that they had stood of soe longe but a desire -
to fitt them selues better for such a state; and they saw Now the
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Lord Called ! for theire healp and soe the fornamed troubles pro-
duced a quite Contrary effect in sundry heer then these Adversa-
ries hoped for which was looked att as a Great worke of God to draw
on men by vnlikely meanes, and that in Reason which might Rather
haue sett them further of;
' Ann°: 1626

this yeer Robinsons death; further brought them notice of the
death of theire [a]ncient frind [m]* Cushman whom the lord tooke
away [a]lsoe this yeer [a]bout this time whoe was as theire Right
hand with theire frinds the Adventerours and for diuers yeers had
don and agitated all their busines [wi]th them to theire Great Ad-
vantage 2

About the begining of Aprill Capt: Standish whoe was sent our
agent for the Collonie to the Marchant adventerors to this Col-
lonie in England ® Ariued in New England; Welcome hee was; but
the News hee brought was sad in Many Regards but especially in |
Respect of the Great losse of our former worthy Pastour of whose
death hee was the first that brought the sad tidinges therof which
struck our Church and the Godly heer with much sorrow and sad-
nes as they had Great Cause;* his and theire adversaries had bin
Longe and Continewally ploting how they might hinder his Coming
hither But the Lord had appointed him a better place Concerning
whose death and the Manor therof; It will appeer by these few
lines writt to the Gou* and m* Brewster;

Loueing AND KIND FRINDS &ec:

I know not whether this will euer Come to youer hands or miscarry
as other my letters haue done yett in Regard of the Lords dealing with
vs heer I haue had a Greatt desire to write vnto you knowing youer
desire to bear a part with vs both in our Joyes and sorrowes as wee doe
with you; these are therfore to Giue you to vnderstand that it hath
pleased the Lord to take out of this vale of teares youer and our loueing
and faithfull pastour and my dear and Reuerend brother m* John Rob-
inson; whoe was sick some eight dayes; hee began to bee sicke on saterday
in the morning yett the next day being the Lords day hee taught vs
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twise and soe the week after Grew weaker and weaker euery day more
then other yett hee felt Noe paine but weaknes all the time of his sicknes;
the Phisicke hee took wrought kindly in Mans Judgment but hee Grew
weaker euery day feeling litle or Noe paine and sensible to the very last
hee fell sick the 22cond of flebruary and departed this life the first of
March hee had a Continuall Inward Ague but free from Infection soe
that all his frinds Came freely to him; and if either prayers teares or
meanes would haue saued his life hee had not Gon hence; but hee haue-
ing faithfully finished his Course and p*formed his work which the lord
had appointed him heer to doe hee Now Resteth with the [Lojrd in
eternall happines; wee wanting him and all our Church Gournors [38]!
yett wee still by the Mercye of God Continew and] hold Close together
in peace and quiet[nes] And soe hope wee shall doe although wee be
very weake wishing if such were the will of God that you and wee
were againe vnited together in one either there or heer, but seeing it is
the will of 2 the Lord thus to dispose of thinges wee must labour with
Patience to Rest Contented vntill it please the Lord to dispose for vs
otherwise Newes heer is Not much only as In England wee haue lost
our old Kinge James whoe departed this life about a month agoe soe
heer they haue lost theire old Prince; Graue Mauris whoe [both] departed
this life since my brother Robinson and as in England wee haue a New
kinge Charles of whom there is Great hope; soe heer they haue made
Prince Hendrick Generall in his brothers Place; Thus with my Loue
Remembered I tak Leaue and Rest Youer Assured Loueing frind

RoGer WHITE $
Leyden 28 Aprill
Ano 1625

[Thus] these two Great [princes] and theire Pastour [left] this
world neare about [one] time; death makes noe [differe]nce;

[A] few poems made by a frind on the deplored death of mr John
Robinson the worthy Pastour of the Church of God att Leyden as
followeth

[1] Blessed Robinson hath Run his Race

from earth to heauen is Gon
to be with Christ in heauenly place
the blessed saints amonge
1 Here the words “yett wee shally by the Mercye of God” are crossed
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2 Here “God” is crossed out.
3 This letter is printed in Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, pp.
478-480.



POEM ON JOHN ROBINSON 63

[2] A burning and a shining Light
was hee whiles hee was heer

a preacher of the Gospell Bright
whom wee did loue most deare

[3] What tho hee dead his workes aliue
and live will to all Age
The Comfort of them pleasant is
To liueing saints each day

4 Oh Blessed holy Sauiour
the fountaine of all Grace
from whom such blessed Instruments
are sent and Run theire Race

‘5 To lead vs to and Guid vs in
the way to happines
That soe oh Lord wee may alwaies
for euermore Confesse

6 That whosoeuer Gospell preacher be
or waterer of the same
Wee may alwayes most Constantly
Giue Glory to thy Name

About Ann°: dom 1628 a Certaine young man Came ouer to be
a Minnester to the peop[le] heer whether att the motion of some
frinds or Noe I well know not, but am sure is with[out] any In-
vitation from the Church for they had smarted; by m* Lyford soe
as they desir[ed] to know the prson well whome they_should Invite
amongst them his Name was m* Roger(s] but they prseiued vpon
some tryall that hee was Crased in his braine soe they were fai[n] to
be att further Charge to send him back againe the Next yeer and
lose all the Charge that was expended in his hither bringing; which
was not smale; and after hee departed hee Grew qvite destracted;

About this time Not long after m* Rogers his departure; one
m* Ralph Smith and his wif{e] and family Came ouer into the Massa-
chusetts Bay and sojourned att prsent with th[e] stragling people
which liued at Nantaskett; heer being a boate off this place put in
there on some occation; hee earnestly desired they would Giue him
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and his pas[sage] for Plymouth and som such thinges as they Could
well Carry; haueing before hear{d that] there was likelyhood hee
might procure housrome for some time vntill hee should [r]esolue to
settle if hee might there or elswhere as God should dispose for hee
[was wleary of being in that vncoth place and in a poor house that
would Neither [keep him njor his Goods dry soe seeing him to be
[a Grave man] and [understood] hee had bin a Minnester [though
they had no order for any shuch thing, yet they presumed and
brought him. He was here accordingly kindly entertained and
housed, and had the rest of his goods and servants sente for, and ex-
ercised his gifts amongst them, and afterwards was chosen into the
ministrie, and so remained for sundrie years.] [38]

In Ann° 1629 a Considerable Number of the bretheren of the
Church which were le[ft] in holland were Transported ouer to vs
that were of the Church in New England which although it was att
About 500" charge yett it was bourne Chearfully by ! the [poor
bretheren heer Concerned in It; alsoe about that time seuerall
Godly prsons; some wherof had bin of m* Laythorps Church in
England and others alsoe Came to vs out of England; soe that wee
becaime through the Goodnes of God pretty 2 Numerous and were
in the best estate Respecting the Church that wee had as yett bine
in New England; Althoug for minnestry it was low with vs;? for
as was before Noted; they had Chosen m* Ralph Smith fore Named
to be theire Pastour yett hee proued but a [poor] healp* to_ them
in that being but of very weake® prtesin the[ ]of the Minnestry;
onely they had a Great healp by theire Reuer[ed] m* Brewster whoe
was well Accomplished with Gifts and G[ ] for such worke; they
had alsoe some Good healp by a Godly y[ ] Called m* Roger
Williams of whom I would Craue libertie to[ ] a few words;

M-+ Roger Williams A man Godly and Zealous (saith m* Brad-
[ford] haueing Many prsious p-tes but very vnsettled in Judgment)
Came ofver first] to the Massachusetts but vpon some discontent;
left that place and Came [hither] where hee was frindly entertained
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according to theire abillitie and exer{cised] his Gifts amonst them;
And after some time was Admitted a Member [of the] Church and
his teaching well approued for the benifitt thereof (saith hle) I] Still
blesse God and am thankefull to him euen for his sharpest Ad-
mlonitions] & Reproffes soe farr as they agreed with truth; hee this
yeer fell [into] some strange oppinions; and from oppinion to prac-
tice, which caused some Controuersye between the Church and him;
and in the end some disconten[t] on his p*te; By occation wherof
hee left them somthing abruptly; yett afterwards sued for his dis-
mission to the Church of Salem which w[as] Graunted with some
Caution to them Concerning him but hee! soon fell into more
thinges there both to theire and the Gou'ments trouble and dis-
turbance I shall not need to Name p*ticulars they are to well knowne
now to all though for a time the Church here went vnder some hard
sensures by his occation from some that afterwards smarted them-
selues; But hee is to be pittied and prayed for; And soe I shall
leaue the matter and desire the lord to shew him his errors and Re-
duce him into the way of truth and Giue him a setled Judgment
and Constancy in the same; for I hope hee belongs to the Lord;

Wheras seuerall of those which Came from Leyden Came ouer in
the shipps which Came to Salem where m* Indicott had Cheiffe
Command and by Infection which Grew amongst the passengers;
It spread alsoe in them on shore; of which many died some of the
Scirvey and [others of] Infectious ? feauors which Continewed som-
time amon(gst them] though our people through Gods Goodnes
escaped vpon whlich occasion] hee wrote to Plymouth for some -
healp vnderstanding that thlere was one] that had skill that way
and had Culred divers of the scurvie] and others of other deseases
by lett[ing blood and other means] [vplon which his Request [the
Governer here sent him unto them, and also write to him, from
whom he received an answere; the which, because it is breefe, and
shows the begining of their acquaintance, and closing in the truth
and ways of God, I thought it not unmeete, nor without use, hear
to inserte it; and another showing the begining of their fellowship
and church estate ther.] [34]

! Written above ““they,” crossed out.
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Ricar WorTHY SIR .

It is a thinge Not vsuall that servants of one m*: and the same hous-
hold should be strangers And I assure you I desire it Not Nay to speak
more plainly I cannot be soe to you; Gods people are all marked with one
and the same marke and sealed with one and the same seale and haue
for the maine one and the same hart Guided by one and the same speritt
of truth; and where this is theire Can be Noe discord Nay heer must
needs be sweet harmony and the Request with you I make vnto the
Lord that wee may be as Christian Bretheren; vnited by a heauenly and
vnfeyned loue bending all our harts and forces in furthering a worke
beyond our strength with Reuerence and fear fastening our eyes alwayes
on him that onely is able to direct and prosper all our waies I acknowl-
idge my self much bound to you for youer kind loue and Care in send-
ing m* ffuller amongst vs and Rejoyce much that I am by him satisfyed
touching youer Judgments of the outward forme of Gods worshipp; It
is as farr as I Can yett Gather; noe other then is warranted by the eui-
dence of truth and the same which I haue professed and Maintained euer
since the Lord in Mercye Reveiled himself to mee; being farr from the
Comon Report that hath bin spread of you touching that prticular; But
Gods Children must not looke for lesse heer below and it is a Great
Mercye of God that hee strengthens them to Goe through with it; I
shall not Need att this time to be tedious vnto you for God willing I
purpose to see youer face shortly; In the mean time I humbly take my
leaue of you Comitting you to the Lords blessing and Protection

And Rest youer Assured Loueing frind

Joan ENnpicorr
Neamkeak May 11% Anne: 1629 ‘

This 2cond letter sheweth the proceedings in theire Church af-
faires att Salem which was the second Church erected in these p*tes
and afterwards the Lord aded many more in sundry other places;

SIrE

I make bold to trouble you with a few lines for to Certify you how it
pleased God to deal with vs since you heard from vs; how Notwithstand-
ing all opposition that hath bin heer and elswhere It hath pleased God
to lay a foundation the which I hope is agreeable to his word in euery
thinge; the 20th of July It pleased the Lord to moue the hart of our
Gou’: to sett it apart for a sollemne day of humilliation; for the Choise
of a Pastour and Teacher the former p*te of the day being spent in prayer
and teaching the latter p'te About the election which was after this
Manor; the p*sons thought on whoe had bin minnesters in England were -
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demanded Concerning theire Callings; they acknowlidged theire was a
two fould Calling; the one an Inward! Calling when the Lord moued
the hart of a man to take that Calling vpon him and fitted him with
Gifts for the same the second was an outward Calling which was from
the people; when a Companie of beleiuers, are Joyned together in Cou-
enant to walk together in all the wayes of God and euery member (being
men) are to haue a free voyce in Choise of theire officers &c; Now wee
being p*swaded that these two men were soe quallifyed as the Apostle
speakes to timothy when hee saith a bishop must be blamles sober apt
to teach &c I think I may say as the Eunuch said vnto Phillip what
should lett from being baptised seeing there was water and hee beleeued;
for these two servants of God Clearing all thinges by theire answares
and being thus fitted wee saw Noe Reason but wee might freely Giue
our voyces for theire election after this tryall soe m* Skilton was Chosen
Pastour and m* higgenson to be Teacher; and they accepting the Choise
m* higgenson with three or four of the Grauest Members of the Church
layed theire hands on mT Skilton vseing prayer therwith; this being
done there was Imposition of hands on m* higgenson alsoe; and since
that time, thursday being as I tak if the 5th of August is appointed for
another day of humilliation for the Choise of Elders and deacons and
ordaining them, :

And Now Good Sir I hope that you and the Rest of Gods people whoe
are acquainted with the wayes of God with you will say that heer was a
Right foundation layed and that these two blessed servants of the Lord
Came in att the dore and Not att the window; thus I haue made bould
to trouble you with these few lines desiring you to Remember vs, and
soe Rest

Att youer service in what I may

CHARLES GoTT
Salem July 30 1629

(s8]

A few pticulars more Concerning the proceedings of our Reu-
erend frinds In the bay of the Massachusetts, whoe were lately Come
ouer I thought it not amise heer to Insert then soe farr as prtenent
to the psent purpose and may be vsefull for after times;

Sir

Being att Salem the 25th of July being the sabbath after the euening
exercise m* Johnson Receiued a letter from the Gour m* John Winthrop
manyfestinging the hand of God to be vpon them and against them att

1 Written above “outward,” crossed out.
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Charlstowne in visiting .them with sicknes and takeing diuers from
amongst them; Not sparing the Righteouse but prtakeing with the
wicked in these bodily Judgments It was therfore by his desires taken
into the Godly Consideration of the best heer what was to be don to
passify the Lords wrath &c: wher it was Concluded that the lord was to
be sought in Righteousness and to that end the sixt day being fryday of
this prsent weeke is sett apart that they may humble themselues before
God and seek him in his ordinances; and that then alsoe such Godly
p'sons that are amongst them and knowne each to other may publickly
att the end of theire exercise make knowne theire desires and and practice
the same viz: Sollomlly to enter into Couenant with the lord to walk in
his wayes; and since they are soe disposed of in theire outward estates as
to liue in three distinct places each haueing men of Abillities! amongst
them there to obserue the day; and become three distinct bodies not
then Intending Rashley to proceed to the Choice of officers or the ad-
mitting of any other to theire societie then a few viz. such as are well
‘knowne vnto them promising after to Receiue such by Confession of
faith as shall appeer to be fitly qvallifyed for that estate; they doe
earnestly Intreat that the Church of Plymouth would sett apart the
same day for the same ends beseeching the Lord as to with draw his
hand of Correction from them soe alsoe to establish and direct them in
his wayes and tho the time be short wee pray you be prouoaked to this
Godly worke seeing the causes are soe vrgent wherin God wilbe honored
and they and wee vndoubtedly haue sweet Comfort be you all kindly
salluted &c:
Youer bretheren in Christ, &c:?
Salem July 26 1630

SIrR

the sad newes heer is that many are sicke and Many are dead the lord
in Mercye look vpon them some are heer entered into Church Couenant
the first were four Namely the Gour: m* John Winthrop m* Johnson m*
Dudley and m* Wilson; since that fiue more are Joyned to them and
others it is lik will adde them selues to them dayly the lord Increase them
both in Number and in holines for his Mercyes sake; heer is a Gentle-
man one m* Cottington a boston Man whoe told mee that m* Cottons
Charge att hamton was; that they should take advise of them att Plym-
outh; and should doe Nothing to offend them; heer are diuers honest

1 Here a word is crossed out.
* “Signed by Samuel Fuller and Edward Winslow, but evidently written by
Winslow” (W. C. Ford, Bradford’s History, ii. 114 note 4).
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Christians that are desirous too see vs; some out of loue which they beare
to vs and the Good prswasion they haue of vs; others to see whether wee
be soe ill as they haue heard of vs; wee haue a Name of holines and loue
to God and his saints the lord Make vs more and more Answarable and
that it may be More then a Name or else it will doe vs Noe Good be you
loueingly salluted and all the Rest of our frinds; The Lord Iesus blesse
vs and the whole Israell of God Amen

Youer loueing Brother &c!
Charlstowne Augst

the second 1630
[36]

This yeer the people of the Plantation of Plymouth began to
Grow in theire outward estates by Reason of the flowing of Many
people into the Country especially into the Bay of y° Massachusetts
by which meanes Corne and Cattle Rose to a Great prise by which
many were Inriched and Comodities Grew plentifull; and yett in
other Regards theire benifitt turned to theire hurt and this acces-
sion of strength to theire weaknes for Now as theire stockes Increased
and the Increase vendable; and the feare of the Indians taken away
there was Noe longer any holding of them together, But now they
must of Nessesitie Goe to theire Great lotts; they Could Not other
wise keep theire Cattle; and haueing oxen Growne they must haue
Land for plowing and tillage and Noe man now thought hee could
liué except hee had Cattle and a Great deale of Ground to keep them,
all striveing to Increase theire stockes, by which meanes they were
scattered all ouer the bay quickly and the towne in which they liued
Compactly vntil Now was left very thine and in a short time almost
desolate; and if this had bin all it had bin lesse tho to much But the
Church must alsoe be deuided; and those that had liued soe longe
together in Christian and Comfortable flellowshipp must Now prte
and suffer Many deuissions; first those that liued on theire lotts on
the other syde of the bay (Called duxburrow) they could not long
bring theire wiues and Children to the publick worshipp and Church
meetings heer but with such burthen, as Growing to some Competent
Number they sued to be dismised and become a body of themselues;
and so€ they were dismised about this time though very vnwill-
ingly, and somtime after being vnited into one Intire body they

1 “Signed ‘your loving brother in law, Samuel Fuller’” (W. C. Ford, Brad-
ford’s History, ii. 117 note 2).
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procured Reuerend m* Ralph Partrich to be theire Pastour; and
m* William Leuerich alsoe was with them att the same time and
preached the word of God amongst them but hee stayed Not longe
amongst them ere hee Remoued to Sandwich and was teacher of
this was the Church there a Considerable time; and after the death of holy
Churohthat  mr Partrich; It pleased God to send a preciouse Gospell preacher

out

§%ﬂ amongst them Namely m* John holmes; whoe liued and died alsoe
of Plymouth  with them and since his death the lord Raised vp another precious
man: viz: m* Ichabod Wiswell of whom ! there is Great hopes for a
Continuewed succession of ? healp in the minnestry to that poor
flock of Christ whom God soe Greatly honored as they were Neuer
long without a Minnister of Christ to preach the Gospell vnto them;
But to touch this sad matter of the Churches prteing as hath bin
said and to handle thinges together that fell out afterward; To preuent
any further scattering from this place of the Towne of Plymouth;
and weakening of the same; It was thought best to Giue out some
Good ffarmes to speciall prsons that would promise to liue att Plym-
outh; and likely to be healpfull to the Church or Comon wealth;
and soe to tye the lands to Plymouth as farmes for the same; and
there they might keep theire Cattle and tillage by some servants
and Retaine theire dewllings heer; and soe some speciall Lands were
Graunted; att a place vsually Called Greensharbour where noe
allotments had bin in the former diuision a place very well Meddowed
and ffitt to keep and Rear Cattle Good store; But alsoe this Remedey
proued worse then the desease for within few yeers those that had
Gott footing there; Rent themselues away prtely by fforce and
prtely by wearing the Rest with Importunitie and please of Nesses-
itie; soe as they must either suffer them to Goe or liue in Con-
tinuall opposition and Contension; and others still as they Con-
ceiued them selues straightened or to want accommodation broak
away vnder one pretence or other thinkeing theire  owne Conceiued
Nessesitie and the example of others a warrant sufficient for them;
and this I feare wilbe the Ruine of New England att least of the
Churches of God there ¢ and prouoke the Lords displeasure against
them;

1 Here the words “ of whom” are crossed out.
* Here “the” is crossed out.

8 Here “one” is crossed out.

¢ Here the letters “wh” are crossed out.



CHURCHES ORGANIZED AT MARSHFIELD AND SCITUATE 71

This Church of Marshfeild (aboue Called Greensharbour) was ¢ he begining
began and afterwards Carryed on by the healp and Assistance of Mar-hfuld
(vnder God) of m* Edward Winslow; whoe att the first procured theu:econg
seuerall Welsh Gentlemen of Good note thither with m* Blinman a §od that,
Godly able Minnester 2 whoe vnanimously Joyned together in holy = the’
flellowshipp or att least were in a likely way thervnto; but some Fymeouth
desentions fell amongst them which Caused a prteing; Not longe
after and soe the hopes of a Godly societie, as to them was; frus-
terated; Not long after those that went from Plymouth (with that
Godly Gentleman m* Willam Thomas) keeping vp a Comunion; It
pleased the lord to send vnto them a faithfull and able preacher of
the Gospell Named Mr Edward Buckley whoe was Chosen theire
Pastour and; officiated in that place very profittably diuers yeers;
but ? att last hee left them and went to a place Called Concord in
the * Gourment of the Massachusetts; and a Considerafble] time
after the lord Raised vp and sent another faithfull servant of his
whoe proued able and well fitted for the worke of the Minnestry
m* Samuell Arnold by Name who Remaines amongst them for theire
speciall Comfort in the worke of the minnestry [37]

About that ® time or a little before that the Church of duxburrow
became a distinct body from the Church® of Plymouth; the Towne
of Scittuate began and seuerall of the Church of Plymouth Repaired
thither, and seated them selues there; 7 att which time M* Timothy
hatherly Came out of England with his family; and ® seated him ICenmt
self there alsoe; and seuerall others Godly ones of other places es- mg’ prie of
pecially diuers out ® of Kent Repaired thither; these all Joyned Game cutot
together and became a Comfortable and exemplary Church of God; :’&‘?_:d,";"
and the Lord sent vnto them that preciouse servant of his, Mr John JoZ !
Laythorp whoe Came to them out of Great prsecution!® and hee
became theire Pastour; to which office hee was Indowed with a

1 Something in here croesed out.

* Here “wee” or “woe” is crossed out.

$ Here “the” is crossed out.

¢ Here the words “Bay of”’ are crossed out.

¢ Apparently altered from “the.”

¢ Here “at” is interlined and croesed out.

? Here “and” is crossed out.

$ Here “diuers” is crossed out.

* The words “diuers out” are written over another word crossed out. P,

10 Here “hee” is crossed out.
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Competent measure of Gifts and eminently Indowed with a Great
Measure of brokenes of hart and humillitie of sperritt hee was much
honored of the most as hee well deserued;® after some time a Con-
siderable prte of the Church went from Scittuate to Barnstable and -
theire pastour fornamed with them, where they liued diuers yeers
in Gospell order and were very exemplary for the life of Grace and
power of Godlynes; But which is sad to Relate soone after the death
of theire Godly Pastour fore Named; a sad desention fell amongst
the Members of that Church soe as it Caused a Scisme and deuison
amongst them, which Notwithstanding the Great Indeauors of
diuers Churches both in 2 the Bay and att home, in our owne Col-
lonie; by sending theire Elders and Messengers whoe took great
paines in the Controuersye to settle it, yett it Could not; for a longe
time be healed and settled; vntill the lord Raised vp that worthy
servant of his M* Thomas Walley whom the lord sperited for that
work and |blessed his Indeauors soe therin as that soone after his
Coming amonst them the Controuersyes were settled; and theire
Comunion Revnited, to theire Generuall and Mutuall satisfaction
and the Rejoyceing of the harts of the saints Round about them;
and soe Remained vnto the death of the said m* Walley whoe?
not longe after ended his life * amongst them; and still they Re-
maine a Church of God in peace and loue vnto this day

But to Returne with a word or two Concerning those of the Church
that were left att Scittuate whoe became a distinct body from the
Rest viz: those that went to Bastable as afor said; and they had the
healp of seuerall preachers to teach them as Mr Charlse Chauncye
whoe was theire Pastour a Considerable time; and seuerall others §
taught the word of God vnto them in the vacansye of Minnestry;
and the last in office ouer them; ¢ before the writing heerof was M+
Nicholas Baker whoe was a faithfull able dispencer of the word, and
Pastour of theire 7 soules, whoe after much dollorus paine, ended his
life amongst them, and is Reaping the fruites of his labours and att

1 Here “he” is crossed out.

2 Here “sending” is crossed out.
8 Here “so” is crossed out.

¢ Here “haue” is crossed out.

§ Here “But” is crossed out.
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? Here “sole” is crossed out.
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the writing heerof, there is another preacher Come vnto them one
m* Lawson that exercyseth amongst them;

But to Returne againe vnto prticulars more Imediately Concern-
ing the Church of Christ att Plymouth

This yeer M* Ralph Smith layed downe his place of Minnestry 163
p*tely by his owne willingnes as thinking it to heauy a burden and
prtely att the desire and by the prswasion of others; and the Church
sought out for some other haueing bine often disappointed in theire
hopes and desires heertofore; and it pleased the Lord to send them
an able and a Godly man; and of a Meek and humble sperite sound {m“
in the truth and euery way vnreprouable in his life and Conversa-
tion whoe after some time of tryall they Chose for theire Teacher,
the fruites of whose labours they Injoyed many yeers with much
Comfort in peace and agreement; m* John done m* Willam Paddy
John Cooke deacons Afterwards John donham added

In the time when m* Smith aboue named was Pastour the Church
was disirous to procure another to be healpfull vnto him in the
Minnestry, and for that end sent by M* Edward Winslow, bound
then for England to procure them an able man for that purpose,
and was prouided of one (as hee hoped) to Come ouer with him !
viz: one m* Glouer a very able dispencer of the word; but hee ended
his life in London before hee Came on board; and afterwards by
prouidence m* Winslow 2 mett with M* John Norton? whoe (it
seemes) was then Intended to Come for New England and soe did
in the same shipp m* Winslow Came ouer in with whom hee ¢ had
treaty Concerning our Case; hee Came into the harbour of Plymouth
and there Ariued; ° it being the setting in towards winter; hee stayed
vntill the March follow[ing] and ¢ then went into the Bay and Re-
turned noe more but entertained an Invitation to Ipswich and 7
after the death of M~ Cotton hee Came to Boston and was teacher
of the old Church vntill his death thus this poor Church was put by

1 Here “but” is crossed out.

? The words “m* Winslow” are written above “hee,” crossed out.
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theire hopes, and expectations Concerning these men and® theire
healps [88] .

After m* Reyner had bin in place a Considerable time It was de-
sired 2 that m* Charles Chauncey a Reuerend man should be In-
vited whoe being a very Godly and learned man they Intended
vpon tryall to Choose him Pastour of the Church heer for the more
Comfortable pformance of the minnestry with m* John Reiner the
Teacher of the same; But there fell out some difference about bap-
tising hee holding it ought onely to be by diping and puting the
whole body vnder water and that sprinkleing was vnlawfull the
Church yeilded that Imercion or diping was lawfull but in this
Could Country not soe Convenient; But they Could not Nor durst
not yeild to him in this that sprinkleing which all the Churches of
Christ doe for the most p*te att this day practice was vnlawfull and
an humaine Invension as the same was prest; But they were willing
to yield to him as farr as they Could and to the vtmost and were
Contented to suffer him to practice as hee was prswaded; and when
hee came to Minnester that ordinance hee might doe it to Any that
did desire it in that way prouided hee Could peacably suffer m*
Reyner and such as desired it to haue theires otherwise baptised by
him by sprinkleing or powering on of water vpon them; soe as there
might be Noe disturbance in the Church therabouts; But hee said
hee could not yeild thervnto upon which the Church procured some
other minnesters to dispute the point with him publickly as m* Ralph
Partrich of duxburrow whoe did it sundry times; ably and suffi-
ciently; as alsoe some other minnesters within this Gou'ment But
hee was Not satisfyed; soe the Church sent to many other Churches
to Craue theire healp and advice in this matter; and with his will
and Consent sent them his Arguments written vnder his owne hand;
they sent them to the Church of Boston in the bay of Massachusetts
to be Comunicated with other Churches there alsoe they sent the
same to the Churches of Conecticott and New hauen with sundry
others; and Receiued very able and sufficient Answares as they Con-
ceiued from them and theire Learned Minnesters; who all Con-
cluded against him; But himselfe was not satisfyed therwith; theire
Answars are to large heer to Relate; They Conceiued the Church

! This word is uncertain.
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had don what was meet in the thinge; soe m* Chauncye haueing bin
att Plym: the Most prte of three yeers; hee Remoued himself to
Scittuate where hee for sometime Remained a Minnester to the
Church there; alsoe about these times Now the Cattle and other
thinges began Greatly to fall from theire former Rates and prsons
began to fall into more straights and Many being alreddy Gon from
vs as is Noted before both to duxburrow Marshfeild, and other
places and those of the Cheife sort as m* Winslow Capt: Standish
and Mr Alden and Many other(s] and still some droping away dayly
and some att this time, and many more vnsettled It did Greatly
weaken the place and by Reason of the straightnes and barrenes of
the place it sett the thoughts of Many vpon Remouall; &ec.:

Now followeth that which was matter of Great sadness and mourn-
ing vnto this Church about the sixteenth of ! Aprill in this yeer died et
theire Reuerend Elder® our dear and loueing friend m* Willam
Brewster* A man that had don and suffered much for the Lord
Jesus and the Gospells sake, and had borne his prte in weale and
woe with this poor prsecuted Church aboue thirty six yeers in Eng-
land holland and in this wildernes and don the Lord and them faith-
full seruice in his place and Calling; and Notwithstanding the many
troubles and sorrowes hee pased throw the lord vpheld him to a
Great age hee was neare fourscore yeers of age (if not all out) when
hee died hee had this blessing aded by the lord to all the Rest to die
in his bed in peace amongst the middest of his frinds whoe mourned
and wept ouer him; and minnestered what healp and Comfort they
Could vnto him and hee againe Recomforted & them ¢ whiles hee
Could; his sicknes was not longe, vntill the last day therof; hee did
not wholly keep his bed; his speech Continued vntill som what
more then half a day and then fayled him; and about 9 or 10: of the
Clock that euening hee died without any pange; att all a few houres

1 Here a word, apparently “Aprill,” is crossed out. .

t Altered from “1643,” or perhaps ‘1643”" altered from *1644.” In his New
England’s Memorial (ed. 1669, pp. 116-117), Morton gives “about” April 18,
1643, as the date of Brewster’s death, following Bradford’s History (ii. 342). In
the so-called * Brewster Book ” is the entry: * William Brewster dyed at Plym-
outh in New England the 10% of Aprill 1744” (Mayflower Descendant, i. 7).
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before; hee drew his breath short; and some few minutes before his
last hee drew his breath long as a man fallen<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>