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PREFACE. -

THis book is neither a history of the Old Colony nor a his-
tory of Plymouth. It contains matter lying, for the most
part, outside of the domain of history, and will therefore, it
is hoped, fill a place in Pilgrim literature not already occupied.
Its division into two parts seems necessary in consequence
of the widely differing nature of the materials of which it
is composed.

The First Part, largely devoted to abstracts of titles of
estates, is prefaced by so much matter of a purely historical
nature as is needed to throw clear light on the methods by
which the estates were originally secured to the Plymouth
colonists. While not 2 few readers may find in the prelimi-
nary narrative something to interest and instruct them, it is
believed that all descendants of the Pilgrims will follow the
abstracts with an eye eager to identify localities associated
with the lives of their ancestors.

The Second Part consists of a Genealogical Register, based
on the records of the town of Plymouth, and includes all the
marriages and births therein entered, down to the present
generation. To this has been added a large amount of ma-
terial gathered from the records of other towns; from family
Bibles and old papers, from the Probate Records and the
Registry of Deeds; and from tradition. It is believed to
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contain nearly every name connected with Plymouth before
the present century. In both parts ancient dates, unless
otherwise stated, are made conformable to the present
style. '

It is hoped that the chapters on the Burial Hill, the streets,
the ancient local names, the Fire Department, the schools,
and the churches will enhance the interest of the book to
many readers.

- Three maps accompany the work. That of the harbor and
bay of Plymouth in 1605 is taken from a translation of
Champlain’s voyages, published by the Prince Society in 1878,
by the kind permission of Rev. Edmund F. Slafter, the ed-
itor. This map has a special interest, because it shows the
configuration of the harbor of Plymouth, with its islands and
‘headlands, when visited by the first European of whose ex-
plorations in that quarter we have any positive knowledge.
The map of Burial Hill delineates its boundaries, paths, an-
cient graves, and otherinteresting features, and designates the
burial-places of many families. The map of Plymouth in
1701 is the result of the author’s investigations. It exhibits
the streets and ways existing at or near that time, with the
houses- of about two-thirds of the inhabitants, and the names
of their occupants within what was called the mile-and-a-half
tract.

It was the intention of the author to add a chapter on the
modes of living of our ancestors, as disclosed by the inven-
tories of their estates, but want of space in a volume already
larger and more cumhersome than he designed forbids. These
inventories are recorded in the Old Colony records beginning
A. D. 1633. They are very minute, and enumerate not only
the houses, lands, and live stock. but also all household and
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farm utensils, all books and every article of furniture or ap-

parel, and furnish ample material for an accurate judgment

of both the habits and customs of early times, and the tastes,
eulture, and worldly condition of the early colonists. In the
light of these inventories many articles, inconsiderately claimed
by their possessors to have been brought to New England in
the Mayflower, must be referred to a later period. It will
not be safe to exhibit a china or porcelain teapot or mug as a
Pilgrim relic when no article of either china or porcelain is
found in these tell-tale lists before 1660. The fact that tea
was a rare luxuryin England as late as 1657, and was sold at
that date at £6 per pound, fortifies the story which these
inventories tell.

Neither were forks used in England when the Pilgrims left
it; and travellers of that period speak of the use in Italy of
forks instead of napkins as a new and curious one. The
English were in the habit of holding their food in a napkin
with the left hand, while with the right they cut it with a knife
and carried it to the mouth. A habit now esteemed vulgar
was once universal, and, like many a good old Saxon word,
has been horne down to the present generation on the under-
current of the uncultivated and unrefined portion of society.
It was the back of the knife, however, which entered the
mouth, and the protuberance on the back of old-fashioned
knives, which doubtless many now living have seen, is a relic
of an old custom which lingered after the habit of eating
with a knife had disappeared. We accordingly find in the
early inventories large numbers of napkins and an entire
absence of forks.

Chairs were, in early Pilgrim days, articles of luxury, the
use of stools being almost universal. Only a few families
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indulged in these luxuries, and up to 1650 the inventories
contain a smaller number than is probably now claimed to
have been a part of the burden of the first ship.

It is to be hoped that at an early day the publication of the
Old Colony Records by the Commonwealth will be resumed,
and that these interesting inventories of the estates of the
Pilgrim Fathers will be permitted to reveal the secrets of
Pilgrim days.

In a work of this character, the author cannot expect that
either his Abstracts of Titles or his Genealogical Register
will he found entirely free from errors. He is content to
claim credit only for faithful labor and an honest purpose, and
as he has corrected many errors of others, he leaves as a legacy
to those who come after him the correction of his own.

PLYMOUTH, MAsS., Jan. 22, 1883.
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PLYMOUTH COLONY.

CHAPTER I

_ The Pilgrims in Holland.—Arrangements Preliminary to their Departure.
— Virginia Company — Merchant Adventurers. — Passengers in the
Mayflower. — Destination. — Arrival at Plymouth.

IN the winter of 1607-8 the members of the Pilgrim Church,
which, during the previous year, had held its Sabbath-
meetings in the Manor House at Scrooby, under the minis-
trations of Richard Clyfton and John Robinson, made an
unsuccessful attempt to reach Holland from Boston in Lincoln-
shire. Why their departure should have been interfered
with, when the penalty for the offence of Separatism was
banishment, many have found it difficult to understand. But
the king had issued a proclamation against emigration to the
English colony of Virginia without a royal license, and a sus-
picion was entertained, either real or feigned, that such was
the destination of the Scrooby band. During the spring of
1608 they succeeded in effecting their escape from England,
and, after vexatious delays and annoyances, reached Amster-
dam in safety. It was intended at first to make that city
their home, but dissensions between John Smith and Francis
Johnson, English Separatists, already settled there, which
they feared might become contagious, induged them to re-
move in the spring of 1609 to Leyden, twenty-two miles
distant; and that place, for nearly twelve years, they made
their residence.

Precisely how many, and who at that time composed the
Pilgrim Church besides William Bradford, and the families
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of Robinson and Brewster, is not known, though it is probable
that members of the Wright, Southworth, Morton, and Butten
families were among the number. Either at that time, or at
a later day, they were joined by William White, Isaac Aller-
ton, Samuel Fuller, Degory Priest, and Edward Winslow from
London, Robert Cushman from Canterbury, John Jenney
from Norwich, Richard Masterson from Sandwich, and John
Carver and Miles Standish, and other exiles from various
parts of England.

Before leaving Amsterdam a letter was addressed to the
burgomaster of Leyden representing that John Robinson,
minister of the divine word, and some of the members of the
Christian reformed religion, born in the kingdom of Great
Britain, to the number of one hundred persons, or there-
abouts, men and women, were desirous of going to live in
that city, and to have the freedom thereof in carrying on
their trades * without being a burden in the least to any one.”
This request, the records at Leyden say, was granted. It is
probable that some members of the church remained in
Amsterdam with Richard Clyfton, who it is known con-
tinued his residence in that city until his death. Bradford’s
Dialogue, published in Young’s Chronicles of the Pilgrims,
states that, before 1620, accessions to the church had in-
creased its number to about three hundred. Bradford says
that the church of Johnson, before their division and breach,
contained “about three hundred communicants,” *and for the
church in Leyden these were sometimes not much fewer in
number, nor at all inferior in able men.” Edward Winslow
says also in his brief narrative, published in the Chronicles,
in reference to the final departure from Leyden:  These
things being agreed, the major part stayed and the pastor
with them for the present, but all intended (except a few
who had rather we would have stayed) to follow after. The
minor part, with Mr. Brewster, their elder, resolved to enter
upon this great work (but, take notice, the difference of num-
ber was not great”). It is a matter of record that one
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hundred and twenty set sail from England in the Mayflower
and Speedwell, and they being the * minor part,” it is probable
that one hundred and fifty or more remained. It is known
also that one hundred and two finally sailed in the Mayflower,
thirty-six in the Fortune in 1621, sixty in the little James
and Anne in 1623, thirty-five with their families in the
Mayflower in 1629, and sixty in the Handmaid in 1630,
making in all three hundred or more as the probable num-
ber of the Pilgrim Church after twelve years’ residence in
Holland.

Nor is it known what was the precise social condition in
life of the Pilgrims. It is recorded at Leyden that William
Bradford was a fustian maker (maker of cotton cloth), that
Robert Cushman and William White were wool carders,
Samuel Fuller and Stephen Tracy say (silk) makers, that
John Jenney was a brewer’s man, that Edward Winslow and
William Brewster were printers, and that Degory Priest was
a hatter, but these occupations throw little light on the sub-
ject, as we know that Brewster and White and Winslow and
Cushman were educated men, and that the sacrifice of worldly
possessions in escaping from ecclesiastical bondage imposed
on the Pilgrims the necessity of manual labor for the support
of themselves and families. It is fair to presume, with all the
evidence before us, that the Pilgrim community in Leyden
was made up of members representing all the different classes
of English life, outside of the circle of noble families, bound
together by a common religious faith regardless of those
differences in education and culture and social standing,
which were insignificant indeed in comparison with their real
bond of union. It was doubtless this disregard of social dis-
tinctions, forced on them by the necessities of their situation,
which planted in their hearts that democratic seed, which at
a later day germinated and grew in the soil of New Epgland.
It was the life of labor, too, led by them in Holland, which
hardened their hands for the duties and hardships of a life in
the wilderness, and which developed in their natures those



4 PLYMOUTH COLOXY.

capacities for practical, economical, and thrifty work, without
which their attempt at colonization would have been a failure.
Thus Holland became a school in which they were shaping
and preparing themselves for the great task before them.
They sought it simply as a refuge from oppression,—as a
home where they might live in peace and die in the faith they
loved. But Providence had another refuge in store for them
heyond the sea, which they were not to find until in com-
parative comfort and ease they were fully weaned from those
memories of home, which the perils and trials of New
England life might render too seductive for the successful
accomplishment of that great enterprise in the New World, in
which in the inexorable progress of events it was destined
that they should be the pioneers.

Nor did the providential plan stop here. Holland itself
seemed to have been prepared for their reception. The war
between the United Provinces and Spain, which had been
waged for more than thirty years, was suspended for a
scason, and on the 19th of April, 1609, a date almost
identical with that of their arrival in Leyden, a twelve years’
truce was concluded. A period of peace and tranquillity fol-
lowed, disturbed only in the last years of their residence on
Dutch soil by the acts of the Synod of Dort, which resulted
in the exccution of Barneveldt and the imprisonment of
Grotius, the story of whose escape, as told by Motley, is as
full of interest as the most stirring fiction or drama. During
this period the Pilgrims led tranquil but active lives, grad-
ually dissolving the ties which bound them to their English
homes, and at the same time softening and mellowing their
natures under the chastening influence of exile, and imbibing
8o much of that sweet and liberal spirit, which pervaded the
life of their pastor, that no room was left in their hearts for
that harshness and bigotry with which by the ignorant they
have been credited, but from which their whole -subsequent
career, shaped and directed in obedience to histeachings, wasg
always free.
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But the time was coming when they were destined to leave
Holland. The freedom from molestation in their worship,
which they were enjoying, — the happiness of themselves and
families, which they had secured,— were an incomplete
fruition of their aspirations and hopes. The twelve years’
truce would soon be ended, and it was not unreasonably
feared that a renewal of hostilities might result in the triumph
of Catholic Spain, and a persecution of the little band more
serious than any they had before encountered. There was
danger, too, of their gradually losing their identity among
strange people with strange language and habits, with whom,
like a river flowing to the sea, they might be merged and lost.
But they had higher aims than merely the preservation of
their identity. They believed that the river, instead of flow-
ing to the sea and being lost forever, might, in other lands,
flow on with ever-increasing breadth and depth, and perhaps
be a blessing to the world. Having determined then to leave
Leyden,—much to the regret of the city authorities, who
publicly commended their peaceful ways and exemplary
industry,— their place of destination became the subject of
prolonged and serious discussion. New Amsterdam (New
York) was urged by the Dutch; Virginia, named after their
virgin queen, and already colonized, was preferred by some,
and others still were tempted by the stories they had heard
of Guiana with its fertile soil and perpetual spring. Virginia,
however, was finally decided on, and, as early as September,
1617, arrangements were initiated for their departure. In
that month John Carver and Robert Cushman were sent to
England for the double purpose of asking of the king freedom
of worship for their colony in the New World, and of obtaining
from the Virginia Company a patent of lands on which they
might settle. It is the latter purpose with which our narra-
tive is chiefly concerned. Of the former, it is only necessary
to say that the request was made in vain. In the language
of Bradford: “Thus far they prevailed in sounding His
Majesty’s mind, that he would connive at them and not
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molest them provided they carried themselves peaceably.
But to allow or tolerate them by his public authority under
his seal they found it would not be granted.” In these
unavailing negotiations they were assisted by Sir Edwin
Sandys and Sir Robert Naunton, the former a son of Arch-
bishop Sandys, and the latter principal Secretary of State to
the king. Sir Edwin was a brother of Sir Samuel Sandys,
lessee of Scrooby Manor, which at an early day had been
occupied by William Brewster, and it is not improbable that
it was as a friend of Brewster that he rendered his services to
the Pilgrims. His influence, however, with the king must
have been small. Though, according to Hume, he was in
Parliament, *“a member of great authority,” he was the leader
of the party opposed to the ministry, and in 1621 was com-
mitted to the Tower for an unwarranted exercise of the
freedom of speech. Afterwards, as a prominent member of
the Virginia Company and its treasurer and governor, chosen
May 7, 1619, his services were more appreciable.

The Virginia (Southern) Company was established in 1606.
On the 16th of April in that year King James, by letters-
patent, divided between two companies a strip of land, one
hundred miles wide, along the Atlantic coast of North
America, extending from the thirty-fourth to the forty-fifth
degree of north latitude, a territory which then went under
the name of Virginia. This territory extended from Cape
Fear to Passamaquoddy Bay. The patent to the first or
Southern Company, which seems to have appropriated the
name of Virginia Company, was granted to certain knights,
gentlemen, merchants, and adventurers of London, who were
permitted to claim between the thirty-fourth and forty-first
degrees, or between Cape Fear and a line running through
Port Chester on Long Island Sound and the easterly corner
of New Jersey on the Hudson. That to the second, or
Northern Company, was granted to persons of the same
description in Bristol, Exeter, and Plymouth, who might
claim between the thirty-eighth and forty-fifth degrees, or
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between the southeastern corner of Maryland and Passama-
quoddy Bay. That portion of the whole strip lying between
the thirty-eighth and forty-first degrees, which was included
in both patents, was to be granted to that company which
should first occupy it, and it was specially provided that
neither company should plant a colony within a hundred
miles of a settlement previously made by the other. The
first company was that to which application was made by the
Pilgrims through their agents, John Carver and Robert Cush-
man, in September, 1617. In November following, -the
agents returned to Holland, reporting the unfavorable disposi-
tion of the king and the readiness of the Virginia Company
to enter into negotiations concerning a patent. The fol-
lowing letter, of which they were probably the bearers,
written by Sir Edwin Sandys to John Robinson and Wil-
liam Brewster, at Leyden, and dated London, November
22, 1617, will show what progress was made in their nego-
tiations : —

s« After my hearty salutations, — The agents of your congregation,
Robert Cushman and John Carver, have been in communication with
divers select gentlemen of His Majesty’s Council for Virginia; and by
the writing of seven articles, subscribed with your names, have given
them good degree of satisfaction, which hath carried them on with a
resolution to set forward your desire in the best sort that may be for
your own and the public good; divers particulars whereof we leave to
their faithful report, having carried themselves here with that good dis-
cretion as is both to their own and their credit from whom they came.
And whereas being to treat for a multitude of people they have requested
further time to confer with them that are to be interested in this action
about the several particulars, which in the prosecution thereof will fall
out considerable, it hath been very willingly assented unto; and so they
do now return unto you. If therefore it may please God so to direct
your desires as that on your parts there fall out no just impediments, I
trust by the same direction it shall likewise appear that on our parts all
forwardness to set you forward shall be found in the best sort, which
with reason may be expected. And so I betake you with this design
(which T hope verily is the work of God) to the gracious protection and
blessing of the Highest. Your very loving friend,

EpwiN SaNpys.”
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Under date of Leyden, the 25th of December, 1617, Mr.
Robinson and Mr. Brewster sent the following answer : —

* Right Worshipful.

Our humble duties remembered, in our own, our messengers’ and our
church’s name with all thankful acknowledgement of your singular love,
expressing itself, as otherwise, so more especially in your great care and
earnest endeavor of our good in this weighty business about Virginia,
which the less able we are to requite, we shall think ourselves the more
bound to commend in our prayers unto God for recompense; whom as
for the present you rightly behold in our endeavors, so shall we not be
wanting on our parts, (the same God assisting us) to return all answer-
able fruit and respect unto the labor of your love bestowed upon us. We
have, with the best speed and consideration withal that we could, set
down our requests in writing, subscribed, as you willed, with the hands
of the greatest part of our congregation, and have sent the same unto
the council by our agent, a deacon of our church, John Carver, unto
whom we have also requested a gentleman of our Company to adyone
bimself; to the care and discretion of which two we do refer the pros-
ecuting of the business. Now we persuade ourselves, right worshipful,
that we need not to provoke your godly and loving mind to any further
or more tender care of us, since you have pleased so far to interest us in
yourself, that, under God, above all persons and things in the world, we
rely upon you expecting the care of your love, the counsel of your wis-
dom, and the help and countenance of your authority. Notwithstanding,
for your encouragement in the work so far as probabilities may lead, we
will not forbear to mention these instances of inducement.

1. We verily believe and trust the Lord is with us, unto whom and
whose service we have given ourselves in many trials, and that he will
graciously prosper our endeavors according to the simplicity of our
hearts therein.

2. We are well weaned from the delicate milk of our mother country,
and inured to the difficulties of a strange and hard land, which yet in
great part, we have by patience overcome.

8. The people are, for the body of them, industrious and frugal, we
think we may safely say, as any company of people in the world.

4. We are knit together as a body in a more strict and sacred bond
and covenant of the Lord, of the violation whereof we make great con-
science; and by virtue whereof we do hold ourselves stoutly tied to all
care of each other’s good, and of the whole by every, and so mutual.

5. And lastly, it is not with us as with other men, whom small things
can discourage, or small discontentments cause to wish themselves at
home again. We know our entertainment in England and Holland.
We shall much prejudice both our arts and means by removal; where if
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we should be driven to return, we should not hope to recover our pres-
ent helps and comforts, neither indeed look ever to attain the like in any
other place during our lives, which are now drawing towards their
periods.

These motives we have been bold to tender unto you, which you in
your wisdom may also impart to any other our worshipful friends of the
Council with yon, of all whose godly dispositions and loving towards
our despised persons we are most glad, and shall not fail by all good
means to continue and increase the same. We shall not be further
troublesome, but do, with the renewed remembrance of our humble
duties to your worship, and (g0 far as in modesty we may be bold) to
any other of our well-willers of the Council with you, we take our
leaves, committing your persons and counsels to the guidance and pro-
tection of the Almighty.

Yours much bounden in duty,

JoHN ROBINSON,
WiLLIAM BREWSTER.”

This letter discloses the fact that after the return of Carver
and Cushman to Holland, in November, Carver was again sent
to England in December, to continue the negotiations. There
is little reason to doubt that the gentleman of the company
“ requested to adyone himself” was Cushman, and that the
embassy was the same as before, commissioned anew, after a
conference with the Leyden congregation, to resume and com-
plete its mission. For some unexplained reason the negotia-
tions were still further delayed, and a letter from Robinson
and Brewster to Sir John Wolstenholme, a member of the
Virginia Company, dated February 6, 1618, followed by a
letter to its writers from the messenger who bore it, dated
the 24th of February following, shows that at the latter date
the negotiations were still pending. Precisely when Carver
and Cushman returned from their second mission is not known.
It is certain, however, that they did return without accom-
plishing its objects. After a longer or shorter interval a new
embassy was sent, consisting of Robert Cushman and William
Brewster, commissioned, in the language of Bradford, *to
end with the Virginia Company as well as they could, and to
procure a patent with as good and ample conditions as they
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might by any good means obtaine, as also to treat and con-
clude with such merchants and other freinds as had mani-
fested their forwardness to provoke too and adventure in this
vioage. For which end they had instructions given them
upon what conditions they should proceed with them, or els
to conclude nothing without further advice.” On the 18th of
May, 1619, Robert Cushman, one of the embassy, explained
in a letter from London to his “loving friends” at Leyden
the obstacles which still embarrassed them : —

“1 had thought,” he wrote, *“long since to have write unto you, but
could not effecte that which I aimed at, neither can yet sett things as I
wished; yet notwithstanding, I doubt not but Mr. B. (Brewster) hath
written to Mr. Robinson. But I think my selfe bound also to doe some-
thing, least I be thought to neglecte you. The maine hinderance of our
proseedings in the Virginia business is the dissentions and factions, as
they terme it, amogs the Counsell and Company of Virginia; which are
such, as that ever since we came up no busines could by them be dis-
patched. The occasion of the trouble amongst them is, that a while
since Sir Thomas Smith, repining at his many offices and troubls,
wished the Company of Virginia to ease him of his office in being
Treasurer and Governor of the Company. Wereupon the Company
tooke occasion to dismisse him, and chose Sir Edwin Sands Treasurer
and Governor of the Company. He having 60. voyces, Sir John Woss-
tenholme 16. voyces, and Alderman Johnsone 24. But Sir Thomas Smith
when he saw some parte of his honour lost, was very angrie, and raised
a faction to cavill and contend aboute the election, and sought to taxe
Sir Edwin with many things that might both disgrace him, and allso put
him by his office of Governour. In which contentions they yet stick,
and are not fit nor readie to intermedle in any business; and what issue
things will come to we are not yet certaine. It is most like Sir Edwin
will carrie it away, and if he doe, things will goe well in Virginia; if
otherwise, they will goe ill enough allways. We hope in some 2. or 8.
Court days things will settle. Mean space I thinke to goe downe into
Kente, and come up againe aboute 14. days or 8. weeks hence; excepte
either by these afforesaid contentions, or by the ille tidings from Vir-
ginin, we be wholy discouraged, of which tidings I am now to spenke.
. . . Mr. B. (Brewster) is not well at this time; whether he will come
back to you or goe into the north, I yet know not. For my selfe, I hope
to see an end of this bussines ere I come, though T am sorie to be thus
from you; if things had gone roundly forward, T should have been with
you within these 14. days. I pray God directe us, and give us that
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spirite which is fitting for such a bussines. Thus having sumarily pointed
at things which Mr. Brewster (I thinke) hath more largely write of to
Mr. Robinson, I leave you to the Lords protection.
Yours in all readines etc
RoBART CuUSHMAN."”

The first line of this letter, “I had thought long since to
have write unto you,” would seem to indicate that Carver
and Cushman had, at the date of the letter, been in England
on this last mission a long time, certainly several months.
But we know that Sir Edwin Sandys was chosen Treasurer
and Governor of the Virginin Company on the 7th of May,
1619, and consequently the later statement in the letter, that
*“ever since we came up no business could be dispatched,” on
account of troubles in the company having their origin in his
election, is conclusive that the embassy could not have been
in England many weeks when the letter of Mr. Cushman was
written, on the 18th of May.

The affairs of the company appear, however, to have become
soon settled, and on the 19th of June, 1619, a patent was
issued. “By the advice of freinds (Bradford says) this
pattente was not taken in the name of any of their owne, but
in the name of Mr. John Wincob (a religious gentleman then
belonging to the Countess of Lincoline), who intended to
goe with them. But God so disposed as he never went, nor
they even made use of this patente, which had cost them so
much labour and charge as by the sequel will appeare. This
patente being sente over for them to veiw and consider, as
also the passages aboute the propositions between them and
such marchants and freinds as should either goe or adventure
with them, and espetially with those on whom they did
cheefly depend for shipping and means, whose proffers had
been large, they were requested to fitt and prepare them-
selves with all speed. A right emblime, it may be, of the
uncertine things of this world; that when men have toyld
themselves for them, they vanish into smoke.” What became
of this patent is not known, but as it was never used it is
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probable that it was returned to the Virginia Company.
John Wincob, or John Whincop, was one of three brothers,
all clergymen, and is supposed to have been a chaplain in the
family of the Earl of Lincoln. It is probable that his interest
in American colonization arose from his connection with a
family intimately. connected with Pilgrim and Puritan move-
ments. Frances, sister of the earl, was the wife of John, son
of Ferdinando Gorges ; Susan, another sister, was the wife of
John Humphrey, the first Deputy-Governor of Massachusetts ;
and Arbella, a third, was the wife of Isaac Johnson, and came
to America with her husband in the Eagle, a ship belonging
to the fleet of Winthrop, the name of which was changed to
Arbella in her honor.

On the 12th of February, 1620, another patent was issued
in the name of John Pierce and his associates, which probably
included a grant of land in the neighborhood of the Hudson
River. There is little doubt that Pierce intended to come
with the Pilgrims, as the records of the Virginia Company state,
under date of February 20, 1620, eight days after the issue
of the patent, that John Wolstonholme proposed that *the
fivechundred pounds which had hecn anonymously presented
by some person signing himself ‘dust and ashes’ for the ben-
efit of Indian children in America should be expended under
the direction of Mr. Pierce and his associates.” The terms
and conditions of this patent are unknown, but after the
settlement of the Pilgrims outside of its limits it was probably
surrendered. The records of the Virginia Company state,
under date of the 26th of July, 1621, that ** it was moved,
seceing that Mr. John Pierce had taken a patent of Sir
Ferdinando Gorges, and therefore seated his company within
the limits of the northern plantations, as by some was sup-
posed, whereby he seemed to relinquish the benefit of the
patent he took of this company, that therefore the said patent
might bo called in unless it might appear he would plant
within the limits of the southern colony.”

The Pierce patent of February 12, 1620, having been
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secured, further arrangements were at once initiated for
a final departure from Holland. About the time of the issue
of the patent, negotiations were pending between Amsterdam
merchants and Robinson with a view to the removal of the
Pilgrims to New Amsterdam. Mr. Charles Deane, the intel-
ligent editor of Bradford’s History, says in a note that ““on
the 22d of February, 1620, application was made on their
bebalf (the Pilgrims) to the Stadtholder by these merchants
stating the conditions on which ‘this English preacher at
Leyden’ and his associates would consent to colonize that
country, namely, that they could be assured of the protection
of the United Provinces ; and praying that such protection be
granted, and that two ships-of-war be sent to secure, pro-
visionally, the lands to that government. The Stadtholder
referred the subject of this memorial to the States General,
who, after repeated deliberations, resolved on the 21st of
April to reject the prayer of the petitioners.” While, how-
ever, these negotiations were pending between Robinson and
the merchants, Bradford says that *“ one Mr. Thomas Weston,
a merchant of London, came to Leyden (who was well ac-
quainted with some of them and a furtherer of them in their
former proceedings), haveing much conference with Mr.
Robinson and others of the cheefe of them persuaded them
to goe on (as it seems) and not to medle with the Dutch or
too much depend on the Virginia Company ; for if that failed,
if they came to resolution, he and such marchants as were his
freinds (togeather with their owne means) would sett them
forth; and they should make ready, and neither feare wante
of shipping nor money ; for what they wanted should be pro-
vided. And not so much for him selfe as for the satisfing
of such freinds as he should procure to adventure in this
bussines, they were to draw such articles of agreemente, and
make such propossitions, as might the better induce his
freinds to venture.” Robinson says also in u letter to Carver
dated the 24th of June following, “You know right well we
depended on Mr. Weston alone, and upon such means as he
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would procure for this commone bussines ; and when we had
in hand another course with the Dutchman, broke it of at his
motion, and upon the conditions by him shortly after pro-
pounded.” These extracts tend to prove that the negotiations
with the Amsterdam merchants were broken off by the
Pilgrims themselves before the decision of the States General
was rendered.

In accordance with the proposition of Mr. Weston, arti-
cles were at once drawn up and agreed to by him and the
Pilgrims. Mr. Weston returned to England, and Carver
and Cushman followed to receive money subscribed by him
and his associates, * both for shiping and other things for the
vioage ; with this charge not to exseede their commission,
but to proseed according to their former articles.” Mr.
Weston and his associates have been known in history as * the
Merchant Adventurers.” Little is known of them, and their
names even have not been preserved. Captain John Smith,
writing in 1624, says that “the adventurers which raised the
stock to begin and supply this plantation, were about seventy,
some gentlemen, some merchants, some handicraftsmen, some
adventuring great sums, some small, as their estates and
affection served. These dwell most in London. They are
not a corporation, but knit together by a voluntary combina~
tion in a society without restraint or penalty, aiming to do
good and to plant religion.” The following, however, is a
later list, comprising those who subscribed an agreement
made with the Plymouth Colony, November 25, 1626 : —

Robert Allden. Thomas Coventry. John King.

Emnu Alltham. Thomas Fletcher. Eliza Knight.
Richard Andrews. Thomas Goffe. John Knight.
Thomas Andrews. Peter Gudburn. Myles Knowles.
Lawrence Anthony. Timothy Hatherly. ° Thomas Millsop.
Edward Bass. Thomas Heath. Thomas Mott.

John Beauchamp. William Hobson. Fria Newbald.
Thomas Brewer. Robert Holland. William Pennington.
Henry Browning. Thomas Hudson. William Penrin.

William Collier. Robert Kean. John Pocock.
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Daniel Pointer. Samuel Sharp. Joseph Tilden.
Villiam Quarles. James Shirley. Thomas Ward.
John Revell. John Thornell. John White.
Newman Rooks. Matthew Thornhill. Richard Wright.

1t is probable that most of those whose names are borne
on this list were numbered among the adventurers in 1620,
and that, besides many unknown names, those certainly of
Thomas Weston, who left them, however, before 1622, Wn.
Greene, and Edward Pickering, must be added to make the
original list complete. Of these it is known that William
Collier and Timothy Hatherly and John Revell finally came
to New England, the last, however, to return, and that per-
sons bearing the names of Thomas Andrews, Thomas
Brewer, Henry Browning, John Knight, Samuel Sharp,
Thomas Ward, and John White became permanent settlers
here hefore 1640. It is probable that Thomas Brewer was
the member of the Leyden University who assisted Brewster
in the publication of books prohibited in England, and who
was arrested by Sir Dudley Carleton, English ambassador at
the Hague, by order of King James.

The articles of agreement concluded with the Adventurers
were as follows : —

“1. The adventurers and planters do agree, thatevery person that
goeth, being aged sixteen years and upward, be rated at ten pounds, and
ten pounds to be accounted a single share.

2 That he that goeth in person, and furnisheth himself out with ten
pounds, either in money or other provisions, be accounted as having
twenty pounds in stock, and in the division shall receive a double share.

3. The persons transported and the adventurers shall continue their
joint stock and partnership together the space of seven years, (except
some unexpected impediments do cause the whole company to agree
otherwise,) during which time all profits and benefits that are got, by
trade, traffic, trucking, working, fishing, or any other means, of any per-
0n or persons, shall remain still in the common stock until the division.

4. That at their coming there they choose out such a number of fit

persons as may farnish their ships and boats for fishing upon the sea;
emploving the rest in their several faculties upon the land, as building
boases, tilling and planting the ground, and making such commodities
as shall be most useful for the colony.



16 PLYMOUTH COLONY.

5. That at the end of the seven years, the capital and profits, viz.,
the houses, lands, goods, and chattels, be equally divided among the
adventurers and planters; which done, every man shall be free from
other of them of any debt or detrimente concerning the adventure.

6. Whosoever cometh to the colony hereafter, or putteth any into the
stock, shall at the end of the seven years be allowed proportionally to
the time of his so doing.

7. He that shall carry his wife and children or servants shall be
allowed for every person now aged 16. years and upward, a single share
in the division; or if he provide them necessaries, a double share, or if
they be between 10. years old and 16. then two of them to be reckoned
for a person, both in transportation and division.

8. That such children as now go and are under the age of ten years,
have no other share in the division, but 50 acres of unmanured land.

9. That such persons as die before the seven years be expired, their
executors to have their parte or share at the division, proportionally to
the time of their life in the Colony.

10. That all such persons as are of this Colony are to have their
meat, drink, apparel and all provisions out of the common stock and
goods of the said Colony.”

These, however, were not the articles originally agreed
upon by Weston and the Pilgrims at Leyden. Those articles
provided, in the language of Bradford, *that the houses and
lands improved, espetialy gardens and home lotts should
remaine undevided wholy to the planters at the 7. years end
and that they should have had 2. days in a weeke for their
owne private imploymente, for the more comforte of them-
gelves and their families, espetialy such as had families.”
The changes were made in England in conformity with the
determined wishes of the adventurers, and acceded to with-
out authority by either Carver or Cushman, or both, on be-
half of the Pilgrims. Bradford says, *that now another dif-
ficultie arose, for Mr. Weston and some other that were for
this course, either for their better advantage or rather for the
drawing on of others, as they pretended, would have some
of those conditions altered that were first agreed on at Ley-
den. To which the 2. agents sent from Leyden (or at least
one of them who is most charged with it) did consente ;
seeing els that all was like to be dashte and the opportunitie
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lost, and that they which had put of their estats and paid in
their moneys were in hazard to be undon. They presumed
to conclude with the marchants on those termes, in some
things contrary to their order and commission, and without
giving them notice of the same; yea it was conceled least it
should make any furder delay; which was the cause after-
ward of much trouble and contention.” Robinson, in a letter
to John Carver, then in England, dated June 14, 1620, new
style, says; “Mr. Weston makes himselfe mery with our
endeavors about buying a ship, but we have done nothing in
this but with good reason, as I am perswaded, nor yet that I
know in anything els, save in those two; the one that we
employed Robart Cushman, who is known (though a good
man and of spetiall obilities in his kind yet) most unfitt to
deale with other men, by reason of his singularitie, and too
great indifferancie for any conditions and for (to speak truly)
that we have had nothing from him but termes and presump-
tions. The other that we have so much relyed by implicite
faith as it were, upon generalities without seeing the pertic-
uler course and meuns for so waghtie an affaire set down
unto us.” .

In a letter, too, written jointly by Samuel Fuller, Edward
Winslow, William Brewster, and Isaac Allerton, to Carver
and Cushman, dated June 20, they say: “For the former
whereof whereas Robart Cushman desirs reasons for our dis-
like, promising thereupon to alter the same, or els saing we
should thinke he hath no brains, we desire him to exercise
them therein, refering him to our pastors former reasons,
and them to the censure of the godly wise. But our desires
are that you will not entangle yourselvs and us in any such
unreasonable courses as those are, viz. that the marchants
should have the halfe of mens houses and lands at the divi-
dente ; and that persons should be deprived of the 2. days
in a weeke agreed upon, yea every momente of time for their
owne perticuler; by reason whereof we cannot conceive why
any should carie servants for their owne help and comfort ;
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for that we can require no more of them than all men one of
another. This we have only by relation from Mr. Nash and
not from any writing of your owne and therefore hope you
have not proceeded far in so great a thing without us. But
requiring you not to exseed the bounds of your commission,
which were to proceed upon the things on conditions agred
upon and expressed in writing (at your going over about it),
we leave it, not without marveling, that your selfe, as you
write, knowing how smale a thing troubleth our consulta-
tions, and how few, as you fear, understands the busnes
aright should trouble us with such matters as these are.”

But these complaints of the act of Cushman should not be
stated without his defence. In a letter without date he thus
writes : —

“ Brethren I understand by letters and passages that have come to
me, that there are great discontents, and dislike of my proceedings
amongst you. Sorie I am to hear it, yet contente to beare it, as not
doubting but that partly by writing and more principally by word when
we shall have come togeather, I shall satisfie any reasonable man. I
have been perswaded by some, espetialy this bearer, to come and clear
things unto you; but as things now stands I cannot be absente one day,
excepte I should hazard all the viage. Neither conceive I any great
good would come of it. Take then, brethren, this as a step to give you
contente. First, for your dislike of the alteration of one clause in the
conditions, if you conceive it right, there can be no blame lye on me at
all. For the articles first brought over by John Carver were never seene
of any of the adventurers hear, excepte Mr. Weston, neither did any of
them like them because of that clause; nor Mr. Weston him selfe, after
he had well considered it. But as at the first there was 500. pounds
withdrawne by Sir George Farrer and his brother upon that dislike, so
all the rest would have withdrawne (Mr. Weston excepted) if we had
not altered the clause. Now whilst we at Leyden conclude upon points,
as we did, we reckoned without our host, which was not my falte. Be-
sides, I shewed you by a letter the eqnitie of the condition and our
inconvenicncies, that without the alteration of that clause, we could
neither have means to gett thither, nor supplie wherby to subsiste when
we were there. Yet notwithstanding all those reasons, which were not
mine, but other mens wiser then my selfe, without answer to any one of
them, here cometh over many quirimonies, and complaints against me,
of lording it over my brethren, and making conditions fitter for theeves
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and bond-slaves then honest men, and that of my owne head I did what
Ilist. And at last a paper of reasons, framed ngainst the clause in the
conditions, which as they were delivered me open, so my answer is
open to you all. And first as they are no other but inconveniences, such
as a man might frame 20. as great on the other side, and yet prove nor
disprove nothing by them, so they misse and mistake both the very
ground of the article and nature of the project. For, first it is said, that
if ther had been no division of houses and lands, it had been better
for the poore. True, and that showeth the inequalitie of the condition;
we should more respecte him that ventureth both his money and his
person, then him that ventureth but his person only.

2. Consider wheraboute we are, not giveing almes, but furnishing a
storehouse; no one shall be porer than another for 7. years, and if any
be rich, none can be pore. At the least, we must not in such bussines
crie, Pore, pore, mercie, mercie.  Charitie hath its life in wraks not in
ventures; you are by this most in a hopefull pitie of makeing, therefore
complaine not before you have need.

8. This will hinder the building of good and faire houses, contrarie
to the advice of pollitiks. A. So we would have it; our purpose is to
build for the presente such houses as, if need be, we may with litle greefe
set a fire, and rune away by the lighte; our riches shall not be in pompe,
but in strenght ; if God send us riches, we will imploye them to provid
more men, ships, munition &c. You may see it amongst the best polli-
tiks, that a comonwele is readier to ebe than to flow, when once fine
bouses and gay cloaths come up.

4 The Government may prevente excess in building. A. But'if it
be on all men beforehand resolved on, to build mean houses, the Govern-
ment laboure is spared.

5. All men are not of one condition. A. If by condition you mean
wealth, you are mistaken; if you mean by condition qualities, then I
say he that is not contente his neighbor shall have as good a house, fare,
means &c as himselfe, is not of a good qualitie. 2ly. Such retired
persons, as have an ele only to themselves, are fitter come wher catching
is, then closing; and are fitter to live alone, then in any societie, either
¢ivill or religious.

6. Tt will be of little value, scarce worth 5. pounds. A. True, it may
be not worth half 5 pounds. If then so smale a thing will content them,
why strive we thus aboute it, and give them occasion to suspecte us to
be worldly and covetons? I will not say what I have heard since these
complaints came first over.

7. Our freinds with us that adventure mind not their owne profite, as
didthe old adventurers. A. Then they are better than we, who for a
Btle matter of profite are readie to draw back, and it is more apparente
brethren looke to it, that make profite your maine end; repent of this,
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els goe not least you be like Jonas to Tarshis. 21y. Though some of
them mind not their profite yet others doe mind it; and why not as well
as we? ventars are made by all sorts of men, and we must labour to
give them all contente if we can.

8. It will break the course of comunitie, as may be showed by many
reasons. A. That is but said, and I say againe, it will best foster
comunion, as may be showed by many reasons.

9. Great profite is like to be made by trucking, fishing &ec. A. As it
is better for them, so for us; for halfe is ours, besids our living still upon
it, and if such profite in that way come, our labour shall be the less on
the land, and our houses and lands must and will be of less value.

10. Our hazard is greater than theirs. A. True but doe they put us
upon it? doe they urge or egg us? hath not the motion and resolution
been always in our selves? doe they any more then in seeing us resolute
if we had means, help us to means upon equall termes and conditions?
If we will not goe, they are contente to keep their moneys. Thus I
have pointed at a way to loose those knots, which I hope you will con-
sider seriously, and let me have no more stirre about them. Now fur-
der I hear a noise of slavish conditions by me made; but surly this is all
that I have altered, and reasons I have sent you. If you mean it of the
2. days in a week for perticuler, as some insinuate, you are deceived;
you may have 8. days in a week for me if you will. And when I have
spoken to the adventurers of times of working, they have said they hope
we are men of discretion and conscience, and so fitte to be trusted our
selves with that. But indeed the ground of our proceedings at Leyden
was mistaken, and so here is nothing but tottering every day &c.

As for them of Amsterdam I had thought they would as soone have
gone to Rome as with us; for our libertie is to them as ratts bane, and
their riggour as bad to us as the Spanish Inquisition. If any practise of
mine discourage them, let them yet draw back; I will undertake they
shall have their money again presently paid hear. Or, if the compahy
thinke me to be the Jonas, let them cast me of before we goe; I shall be
content to stay with good will, having but the cloaths on my back; only
let us have quietness, and no more of these clamors: full litle did I
expecte these things which are now come to pass &c.

Yours R. Cusaman.”

It is evident that the alteration of the articles of agree-
ment, for which Cushman was mainly responsible, created
great dissatisfaction. 1In the light of to-day, however, the
only verdict which can. be rendeled is, that he acted wisely ;
for, with the articles unchanged, the whole enterprise of the
Pilgrims would have fallen through, and the current of events
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which has resulted in the establishment of a great and free
republic on these western shores would have been seriously
diverted, if not wholly checked. It is not strange, with the
unpleasant feeling entertained towards him by his associates,
that Cushman remained behind, and abandoned, at least tem-
porarily, the undertaking in which he had acted so prominent
a part and taken so deep an interest.

By the 11th of June, however, everything was in readi-
ness. Those of the Leyden company who were going to
New England had sold their estates, putting their money into
the common stock ; the agents of the company in England
had hired the Speedwell, of sixty tons, and sent her to Delft-
haven, to convey the colonists to Southampton, and the May-
flower, of one hundred and eighty tons, had been engaged to
meet them at that place, and join her consort for the voyage.
On the 31st of July, in the language of Bradford, * they left
the goodly and pleasant citie which had been their resting
place near 12. years; but they knew they were pilgrimes,
and looked not much on those things but lift up their eyes to
the heavens, their dearest countrie, and quieted their spirits.”
The story of their voyage is a familiar one. On or about
the 1st of August they set sail in the Speedwell from Delft-
haven, and on the 15th both the Mayflower and Speedwell,
with one hundred and twenty passengers on board, some
of whom were for the first time joining the company, sailed
from Southampton. On the 23d they put into Dartmouth,
with the Speedwell leaking, and on the 31st sailed again.
Further disasters to the Speedwell obliged a return to Ply-
mouth, where the Speedwell was abandoned, and eighteen
passengers, including Robert Cushman, gave up the voyage.
On the 16th of September, a final departure from Plymouth
took place, and on the 21st of November, after a passage of
sixty-six days, the Mayflower dropped anchor in Cape Cod
harbor. Like the down of the thistle they were wafted
across the sea, and the seed they bore of popular govern-
ment and religious freedom was planted on these western
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shores. How striking is the contrast between the voyages of
Carver and Winthrop! The Plymouth colonists, hunted and
imprisoned like felons, and glad, to escape by artitice and
stealth into Holland, finally embarked for America, unknown,
unhonored, and unsung. The Massachusetts colonists set
out in grand array, filling a fleet of eleven ships, the admiral
of the fleet, the Arbella, carrying fifty-two seamen and
twenty pieces of ordnance, and as they sailed by the fort at
Yarmouth they were saluted by its royal guns as adventurers
whose enterprise, under the broad seal of the king, would
reflect honor and renown on the British empire. If the
Mayflower had sunk in mid-ocean with her living freight, the
incident would never have reached the page of history. The
loss of the Arbella, with her sister ships, would have been
a disaster as sad to the nation as the loss of the Armada, less
than half a century before, had been joyful and happy.

While the company were at Southampton two letters were
received from Robinson. One addressed to Carver, dated
August 6, was as follows : —

*My DEAR BROTHER, —I have received enclosed in your last leter
the note of information, which I shall carefully keepe and make use of
as ther shall be occasion. I have a true feeling of your perplexitie of
mind and toyle of body, but I hope that you who have allways been able
so plentifully to administer comforte unto others in their trials, are so well
furnished for your selfe as that farr greater difficulties than you have yet
undergone (though I conceive them to have ben great enough) cannot
oppresse you, though they press you as the apostle speaks. The spirite
of a man (sustained by the spirite of God) will sustaine his infirmitie, I
dout not so will yours. And the beter much when you shall enjoye the
presence and help of 8o many godly and wise brethren, for the bearing
of part of your burthen, who also will not admitte into their hearts the
least thought of suspicion of any the least negligence, at least presump-
tion, to have been in you, what so ever they thinke in others. Now
what shall T say or write unto you and your goodwife my loving sister?
even only this, I desire (and allways shall) unto you from the Lord, as
unto my owne soule; and assure your selfe that my harte is with you,
and that I will not forslowe my bodily coming at the first opportunitie.
I have writen n large leter to the whole, and am sorie I shall not rather
speak than write to them; and the more, considering the wante of a
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preacher, which I shall also make sume spurr to my hastening after you.
I doe even comend my best affection unto you, which if I thought you
made any doubte of, I would express in more, and the same more ample
and full words. And the Lord in whom you trust and whom you serve
even in this bussines and journey, guid you with his hand, protecte you
with his winge, and shew you and us his salvation in the end, and bring
us in the mean while togeather in the place desired, if shuch be his good
will, for his Christs sake. Amen.
Yours &c JNOoR 7

This letter, aside from its sweet and loving spirit, is sig-
nificant as indicating that Carver was then occupying a post
of authority, having probably been already chosen governor,
an office in which he was confirmed at a later day, after the
arrival of the Mayflower and the signing of the compact.
The record of Bradford states that “a Governor and two or
three assistants for each shipe” were chosen “to order the
people by the way, and see to the disposing of their pos-
sessions and shuch like affairs.” It is fair to presume that
Carver was chosen governor of the party on board of the
Mayflower, and that after the detachment of the Speed-
well he was recognized as the governor of the whole com-
pany. His letter is further significant as being addressed to
“My dear Brother,” and as alluding to the goodwife of
Carver as " my loving sister.” If, as may be reasonably sup-
posed, this endearing appellation implies something more
than a sisterhood and brotherhood in the church, it discloses
what has been until now unsuspected, that the wife of Car-
ver was Catherine Robinson, sister of the Pilgrim pastor.
The other letter from Robinson was addressed to his * lovinge
Christian friends,” the whole company. Full of advice as to
the spirit which should characterize them in their undertaking,
he thus alludes to what more especially concerns this narra-
tive : * Lastly, wheras you are become a body politik, using
amongst yourselves civill governmente, and are not furnished
with any persons of spetiall eminence above the rest, to be
chosen by you, into office of government, let your wisdome
and godlines appeare, not only in chusing shuch persons as
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doe entirely love and will promote the comone good, but
also in yeelding unto them all due honour and obedience in
their lawfull administrations; not behoulding in them the
ordinarinesse of their persons, but Gods ordinance for your
good, not being like the foolish multitud who more honour
the gay coate, then either the vertuous minde of the man, or
glorious ordinance of the Lord.”

With one hundred and two passengers the Mayflower
sailed from Plymouth. Of these William Butten, called
a servant of Samuel Fuller, died at sea; but as Oceanus,
son of Stephen Hopkins, was born on the passage, the
original number was kept good. The following, taken from
Bradford’s history, is a correct list of the passengers arriv-
ing in Cape Cod harbor, and shows the subsequent fate of
each : —

[John Carver, . . Died in April, 1620.
Kathrine Carver, his w1fe. . ¢« the first summer.

Desire Minter, . . . . returned to England and there
died.
8 4 John Howland, . . . died in Plymouth, 1673.
Roger Wilder, . . . . . ¢ the first winter.
William Latham, . . . . ¢ in the Bahama Islands.
Maidservant, . . . . . *“ ina year or two.
LJasper More,. . . . . . ¢ December 6, 1620.

r William Brewster, .
Mary Brewster, his wife, .
Love Brewster, .

6 { Wrestling Brewster,
Richard More,

L His brother, .
r Edward Winslow, .
Elizabeth Winslow, his wnfe,

5 /] George Soule, . . . .
Elias Story, . . . . .
LEllen More, e

William Bradfor(i, c e e
Dorothy Bradford, his wife, .

* in Duxbury, 1644.
* in Plymouth, before 1627.
“ in Duxbury, 1650.
“ died a young man.
afterwards called Mann, died in
Scituate, 1656.
died first winter.
“ at sea, 1654.
¢ March 24, 1621.
¢ in Duxbury, 1680.
« first winter.
* first winter.
¢ in Plymouth, 1657.
drowned in Cape Cod Harbor, Dec.
7, 1620.
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Isaac Allerton, .
Mary Allerton, his th'e,
Bartholomew Allerton,
Remember Allerton, .

Mary Allerton, . . . .

John Hooke, . . . . . .
Samuel Fuller, . . « .
John Crakston, . « . . =«
John Crakston, Jr.,, . .
Miles Standish, .
Rose Standish, his wife, . .
Christopher Martin, . . ,
His wife, e e
Solomon Power,. . . .
John Langemore, .
William Mullins,

His wife, e e e e e
Joseph, . . . . . . . .
Robert Carter, . .
Priscilla Mullins,

William White, . . . . .
Susanna White, his wife, .

Resolved White, . . . .
William Holbeck,

Edward Thompeon,

Stephen Hopkins, .
Elizabeth Hopkins, his mfe,
Giles Hopkins, ..
Constance Hopkins, .

Damaris Hopkins, . .

Oceanus, . . . . . . .
Edward Doty,

Edward Leister, .

Richard Warren,

John Billington, . .
Eleanor Billington, his wife,
John Billington, .

Francis Billington, .

25

died in New Haven, 1659.
¢« February 25, 1621.
returned to England and there died.
m. Moses Maverick, and died in
Salem, after 1652.
m. Thomas Cushman, and died in
Plymouth, 1699.
died first winter.
¢ in Plymouth, 1633.
¢ first winter.
¢ in Plymouth, 1628.
“ in Duxbury, 1656.
¢  January 29, 1621.
¢ January 8, 1621.
¢ first winter.
¢  December 24, 1620.
*  first winter.
* February 21, 1621.
s first winter.
¢ first winter.
¢ first winter.
m. John Alden, and died in Dux-
bury, after 1650.
died February 21, 1621.
m. Edward Winslow, and died in
Marshfield, 1680.
died in Salem, after 1680.
“ first winter.
* December 4, 1620.
“ in Plymouth, 1644.
“ in Plymouth, after 1640.
* in Yarmouth, 1690.
m. Nicholas Snow, and died in
Eastham, 1677.
m. Jacob Cooke, of Plymouth, and
died between 1666 and 1669.
died in 1621.
* in Yarmouth 1655.
removed to Virginia and there died.
died in Plymouth, 1628,
executed, 1630.
m. Gregory Armstrong, 1638.
died before 1630.
“ in Yarmouth, after 1650.
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Edward Tilley, .
Aupn Tilley, his wife,
Henry Sampson, . .
Humiility Cooper,

{ John Tilley,

His wife,

Francis Cooke,

John Cooke, . .

Thomas Rogers, .

Joseph Rogers, . .

Thomas Tinker, . . .

8 { His wife, . . . .
Hisson, . . . .

9 {John Rigdale,

James Chilton,
His wife, . .
Mary Chilton,

. Edward Fuller, . .
3 { Hiswife, . . . . .
Samuel Fuller,
John Turner, . . . .
8 { Hisson,. . . . .
Anotherson, . . . .
Francis Eaton, .
Sarah Eaton, his wnfe,
Samuel Eaton, . .
Moses Fletcher, .
Thomas Williams, . .
Digory Priest,
John Goodman, .
Edmond Margeson,. .
Richard Britteridge, .
Richard Clarke, .
Richard Gardiner, .
Gilbert Winslow,
Peter Browne, .
John Alden, . . . .

©w

John Allerton, . . .
William Trevore, . .

lHHHD—IHHHHHHH‘—‘HH

S

Alice Rigdale, his w1t'e, .

Thomas English, . .

Ely,.....

. died first winter.

« first winter.

* in Duxbury, 1684
returned to England and there died
died first winter.

« first winter.

Elizabeth Tilley, . m. J ohn Howland, and d. in Plymouth, 1687.

died in Plymouth, 1663.
« in Dartmouth, after 1694.
“ in 1621.
¢ in Eastham, 1678.
« first winter.
¢« first winter.
¢« first winter.
¢ first winter.
s first winter.
« December 8, 1620.
¢« first winter.
m. John Winslow, and died in
Boston, 1679.
died the first season.
¢« the first season.
“ in Barnstable, 1683.
¢« first winter.
¢« first winter.
s first winter.
¢ in Plymouth, 1633.
¢ goon after 1624.
“ in Middleboro, 1684.
¢« the first season.
¢ the first season.
¢ January 1, 1621.
s first season.
¢ first season.
¢  December 21, 1620.
“ first season.
became a seaman, and d. in England.
returnéd to England and there died.

died in Plymouth, 1633.

* in Duxbury, 1687.
“ the first winter.
« the first winter.
hired for a year and returned.
“  for a year and returned.
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Before the 19th of November, 1621, the date of the arrival
of the Fortune, fifty deaths had occurred, — six in December,
1620; eight in January, 1621; seventeen in February,
thirteen in March, and six during the remaining seven months.
Of the survivors remaining in the country, the average length
of life after the arrival was more than thirty-seven years. It
is evident that if the extreme exposure of wading to the shore
at Provincetown in wintry weather had been avoided, and
the arrival at Plymouth been two months earlier, the health
and longevity of the colonists in the wilderness would have
been more marked than even those of New England life
to-day with all the comforts of its extreme civilization.

On the 21st of December an exploring party in the shallop
of the Mayflower landed on Plymouth Rock, and on the
26th the Mayflower dropped her anchor in the harbor of
Plymouth. It is probable that her anchorage was not, as
has been supposed, and as has always been represented in
pictures of the scene, at the end of the beach in what has
long been known as the cow-yard, but in the channel directly
opposite to the town, a spot thoroughly sheltered from the
waves and winds of the ocean. The record states that the
shallop party sounded the harbor, and if so they must have
discovered this channel, which is now, and has always, even
at the lowest stage of the tide, been traversed and used as an
anchorage by larger vessels than the Mayflower. Nor are
we left in this matter wholly to conjecture. De Rasieres, in
October, 1627, was despatched on an embassy from New
Amsterdam to the Plymouth Colony. In a letter to Mr.
Samuel Blommaert, one of the directors of the West India
Company, written after his return to Holland, he describes
the town of Plymouth, and says: “Directly before the com-
menced town lies a sand-bank, about twenty paces broad,
whereon the sea breaks violently with an easterly and north-
easterly wind ; on the north side there lies a small island,
where one must run close along in order to come before the
town ; then the ships run behind that bank, and lie in a very
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good roadstead.” And Mourt’s Relation further states: “For
our ship drew so much water that she lay a mile and almost
a half off, though a ship of seventy or eighty tons, at high
water, may come to the shore.” The beach directly opposite
to the town is nearly a mile and a half distant, while the cow-
yard, according to the measurements of the coast survey, is
more than two miles. It is reasonable to suppose that the
Mayflower initiated the practice prevailing when De Rasieres
wrote in 1627, and that a safe and convenient anchorage near
the town would have been preferred to a more distant one
exposed to easterly gales and involving serious dungers to
boats loaded with passengers and freight in their frequent
trips to and from the land.

Various reasons have been given for the abandonment by
the Pilgrims of the territory of the Southern Virginia Com-
pany, whose patent they held, such as the difficult navigation
in Vineyard Sound, and the bribery of the captain by the
Dutch. One circumstance, however, has never been alluded
to as having had any bearing on the intended voyage. It
is well known that in 1619 Thomas Dermer, sent out by
Sir Ferdinando Gorges on a voyage of discovery, visited
Plymouth, and in a letter, dated July 9, 1620, written to
his patron, he said, in speaking of that place: “I would that
the first plantation might here be seated, if there come to the
number of fifty persons or upwards.” Had the letter been
sent to England soon after its date, it would have arrived at
Plymouth, of which Sir Ferdinando was governor, and which
was the last port of departure of the Mayflower, while the Pil-
grims were making their final preparations for their voyage,
and, having come to the knowledge of the captain or pilot or
passengers, may have had some influence in determining ‘the
place of settlement. The language of the compact, too, * we
whose names are underwritten, having undertaken for the
glory of God and advancement of the Christian faith and
the honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first
colony in the northern parts of Virginia,” seems to deepen the
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mystery concerning the supposed deviation from the intended
voyage. At that time Plymouth was within the limits of the
Northern Virginia Company so far as the Pilgrims knew, and
was, therefore, correctly described in the compact as in the
northern parts of Virginia. It was not until November,
1620, while the Mayflower wus on her passage that by new
letters-patent the Northern Company was changed to “the
President and Council of New England,” or the Plymouth
Company. It is worthy of consideration then whether there
was really any wholly unexpected deviation, and whether
Plymouth was not, regardless of the patent they held, within
the general scope of their voyage. This suggestion derives
additional importance from the language of Bradford, who as
one of the leaders of the company, would have been well
aware of any serious change in their destination. “Having
reached Cape Cod,” he says, “after some deliberation had
amongst themselves and with the master of the ship, they
tacked about and resolved to stand for the southward, the
wind and weather being fair, to find some place about
Hudson’s river for their habitation. But after they had sailed
the course about half the day, they fell amongst dangerous
shoals and roaring breakers, and they were so far entangled
therewith as they conceived themselves in great danger; and
the wind shrinking upon them withall, they resolved to bear
up again for the Cape, and thought themselves happy to get
out of these dangers before night overtook them, as by God’s
Providence they did.” There seems to be a plain indication
here of doubt as to a landing-place, but, “the wind being
fair,” it was then decided to seek some place near the Hudson.
There is not a word about any deviation from the contem-
plated route, nor a word expressive of disappointment at not
being able to carry out their original plan. If they had the
patent issued to John Pierce, it is by no means certain that
they were relying on its provisions for their guidance and
protection. It is worthy also of consideration that the
Virginia Company in their vote passed in July, 1621, already
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quoted, calling on Pierce to surrender his patent, gave, as a
reason, the fuct that he had “seated his company within the
limits of the northern plantations as by some was supposed.”
The words *as by some was supposed,” can bear no other
construction than *as by some it was supposed he would,”
and serve to reinforce the suggestion that a landing in New
England, and a settlement on lands for which they could sub-
sequently secure a patented grant from a company which,
before their departure from England, had within their ascer-
tained knowledge applied for a new charter from the king,
were among the possibilities of their enterprise.

The suggestion that Captain Jones, of the Mayflower, had
been bribed by the Dutch, was first made by Morton, in his
Memorial, published in 1669, and has never received credit
among historians. Morton says, * Of the plot between the
Dutch and Mr. Jones I have had late and certain intelli-
gence.” The wonder has been often expressed how it was
possible, after the silence of Winslow and Bradford on the sub-
ject, that recent information could have reaehed Morton forty-
nine years after the landing. But there was a hidden chan-
nel coming for the first time to the surface while the Memo-
rial was in preparation, through which some story might
have come down suggesting the statement of Morton. In
1664 Thomas Willet, of Plymouth, joined the expedition of
the United Colonies against the Dutch, and on the surrender
in that year of New York to the English was made its first
mayor. After a short service in that capacity he returned to
Plymouth, and the result of such examination into the Dutch
archives as he might have made while mayor, he could have
communicated to Morton as “ late and certain intelligence.”

Nor were the antecedents of Jones of such a character as
to render his complicity in such a scheme improbable. In
1617, as is learned from the investigations of Rev. E. D.
Neill, for some years United States consul at Dublin, the
coming Earl of Warwick sent two ships to the East Indies,
one of which was the Lion, commanded by Captain Thomas
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Jones. Shortly after Martin Pring, having been sent out in
the Royal James to suppress buccaneering, captured the Lion
in piratical pursuit of a junk. Jones was sent home, but
released by the intercession of the earl. In January, 1620,
new style, the East India Company complained of him for
hiring away their men for the Danish service, and he was
again released through the influence of Warwick, on the
ground that he was engaged to take a cargo of cattle to Vir-
ginia. In February he sailed thither in the Falcon, of fifty
tons, with thirty-six passengers, four mares, and fifty-two
‘kine. He returned to England in season to take charge of
the Mayflower, arriving home from Plymouth May 16, 1621.
In the latter part of that year he went again to Virginia in
the Discovery, of sixty tons, trafficking along the coast, and
was complained of by the Council for New England for rob-
bing the natives. In 1622, on his way home, he stopped at
Plymouth, and took advantage of the distress of the colony
by the charge of extortionate prices for supplies. In July,
1625, he appeared again in Virginia, in possession of a
Spanish frigate, thought to have been captured in one of his
buccaneering enterprises, but died before any investigation
could be had. But the history of the Dutch settlement at
New Amsterdam offers almost conclusive evidence that no
attempt at bribery, such as is charged by Morton, could have
been made. The death of Barneveldt and the exile of Gro-
tius, leaders of the conservative party which had opposed the
organization of the Dutch West India Company, under whose
auspices the settlement on the Hudson by the Dutch was to
be made, removed all opposition, and one of the first prop-
ositions in anticipation of a charter was for the Pilgrims to
establish a colony under their auspices. And after the charter
of the company was granted, among the first to take advan-
tage of its liberal provisions were French emigrants, a people
as foreign to the Dutch as the Pilgrim exiles of Holland.
The only existing doubt then is, whether, alone in obedience
to the storms and shoals of a dangerous coast, or partly in
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accordance with a half-formed plan, Plymouth became their
final resting-place. This, however, is certain, that the hand
of Providence, by a devastating pestilence, had prepared the
spot for their reception, and left no Indian foe to meet them
on the shore and dispute their rightful possession.
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CHAPTER 1II.

Early Voyages to New England. — Champlain.— John Smith. — Thomas
Dermer. — Treaty with Massasoit. — Patent of 1621. — Land Grants.
— 0ld Colony Patent. — Settlement with the Adventurers. — Further
Land Grants.

Tue spot selected by the Pilgrims for a permanent settle-
ment was not unknown to Europeans. As early as the reign
of Edward VI. mariners from England were engaged in
the Newfoundland fisheries; and before the opening of the
seventeenth century more than three hundred English,
Portuguese, Spanish, and French vessels went home annually,
laden with the treasures of the sea, from the American coast.
It is not improbable that by many of these the shores of New
England had been repeatedly explored. Of those who had
been led by the spirit of adventure to sail along the coast,
more than one had visited Plymouth itself. Verazzano had
doubtless passed it, and Gosnold after him, in 1602, giving
the name as he sailed to Cape Cod, along whose shores he
took abundance of fish, 2nd in one of whose harbors he landed,
the first Englishman who is-known to have stepped on the
soil of Massachusetts. Martin Pring followed, in 1603, the
footsteps of Gosnold, leaving the bay of Plymouth far out of
sight as he steered from what is now the coast of Maine to
the waters of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. Nor did
Waymouth in 1605 enter the bay. In his voyage across the
Atlantic, making his landfall at Nantucket, he steered north
for the coast of Maine, and returned to England after a fruit-
less expedition. To a French explorer is due, so far as is
known, the discovery of Plymouth. In 1603, Sieur de
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Monts, a conspicuous member of the Protestant party in
‘France, obtained . from King Henry IV. a patent for the
principality of Acadie, defined as the American coast from
the fortieth to the forty-sixth degree of north latitude, or
from a little north of Barnegat, on the New Jersey coast, to
a line running through the middle of Cape Breton, with
provisions for the government of the country and the control
of trade within those limits. French discovery was rclied on
to establish a claim to this territory, which might either have

been iost to the En"’hah or secured only against serious
opposition, had not tho first attempt of French enterprise to
utilize it proved a failure. On the 17th of April, 1604,
De Monts set sail with four vessels from Havre de Grace,
with Sieur de Champlain for his pilot. In 1613 Champlain
published in Paris an account of the voyage, illustrated with
charts of the various coasts and harbors which he visited.

After exploring the coast of Nova Scotia, he proceeded to
Massachusetts, and thus describes his visit to Plymouth,
which he called Port St. Louis : —

**The next day (July 28, 1605) we doubled Cape St. Louis (Branches
Island) so named by Sieur de Monts a land rather low and in latitude
42°45. The sameo day we sailed two leagues along a sandy coast; as we
passed along which we saw a great many cabins and gardens The
wind being contrary we entered a little bay to await a time favorable
for proceeding. There came to us two or three canoes which had just
been fishing for cod and other fish, which are found there in large
numbers. These they catch with hooks made of a piece of wood, to
which they attach a bone in the shape of n spear, and fasten it very
securely. The whole has a fung-shape, and the line attached to it is
made out of the bark of a tree. The bone is fastened on by hemp, and
they told me that they gathered this plant without being obliged to
cultivate it, and indicated that it grow to the height of four or five feet.
Some of them came to us and begged us to go to their river. We
weighed anchor to do so, but were unable to enter on account of the
small amount of water, it being low tide, and were accordingly obliged
to anchor at the mouth. I made an examination of the river, but saw
only an arm of water extending a short distance inland, where the land
is only in part cleared up. Running into this is merely a brook not deep
enough for boats except at full tide. The circuit of the bay is about a
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leagne. On one side of the entrance to this bay there is a point (Gurnet)
which is almost an island, covered with wood, principally pines, and
adjoins sand-banks which are very extensive. On the other side the
land is high. There are two islets in the harbor (Clark’s Island and
Saquish) which are not seen until one has entered and around which it is
almost entirely dry at low water. This place is very conspicuous, for
the coast is very low, excepting the cape at the entrance to the bay. We
named it the Port du Cap St. Louis, distant two leagues from the above
cape and ten from the Island Cape (Cape Anne).”

"Champlain’s map of Plymouth bay and harbor is exceed-
ingly interesting as a competent witness to the condition of
these shores and islands two hundred and seventy-seven years
ago. It throws special light on three questions on which
heretofore only the uncertain rays of tradition have been
shed ; it dissipates the popular belief that Brown’s Shoal was
ever an island; it shows that Plymouth Beach was once
wooded, and that Saquish was detached from the Gurnet
peninsula and was once an island. The river referred to in
the description was doubtless the harbor, and the brook
running into it, which appears on the map to be its continua-
tion, was the town brook, which in early days, without the
causeway and dam now crossing its mouth, opened into the
barbor, with a widening channel and receding shores. The
voyage of De Monts and Champlain was little known by the
general reader until 1878, when Champlain’s history was
translated by Mr. Charles Pomeroy Otis, and published by
the Prince Society of Boston, under the intelligent editor-
ship of Rev. Edmund F. Slafter. The map of Champlain
which precedes this narrative was taken by permission from
this valuable publication. Our school-books and maps
have laid down Cape Malabar on the eastern shore of Cape
Cod; but our schoolboys and our sailors have for years
repeated its name without knowing that it is the Malle-Barre
of Champlain, and the only monument left on our coast to
remind us of his voyage.

In 1609 Henry Hudson, in the service of the Dutch East
India Company, sailed along the coast of Massachusetts, but,



36 PLYMOUTH COLONY.

though he landed on Cape Cod, he failed to enter the bay.
So far as history informs us John Smith was the next Euro-
pean after Champlain to visit Plymouth. After his expedi-
tion to Virginia, in® 1606, in the service of the Southern
Virginia, or London Company, and some years’ connection
with the Virginia colony, he returned to England, and in
1614 sailed with two ships, under the auspices of certain
private adventurers, as he says in his narrative, “to take
whales and also to make trials of a mine of gold and cop-
per.” Arriving at Monhegan, near the mouth of the Penob-
scot, he anchored his vessels, and sailed with eight men in
a shallop along the coast as far as Cape Cod, giving the name
of New England to the country, and *“ drawing a map from
point to point, isle to isle, and harbor to harbor, with the
soundings, sands, rocks, and landmarks.” After his return
to England he submitted a copy of his map to Prince
Charles, afterwards Charles I., who attached names to
many places on the coast. Of these only Plymouth,
Charles River, named after himself, and Cape Anne, after
Anne of Denmark, his mother, still adhere to the localities
they then designated. Among the many names affixed to the
map by Charles were Cape James for Cape Cod, Milford
Haven for Provincetown Harbor, Stuards Bay for Barnstable
Bay, Point George for Brant Point, Oxford for Marshfield,
London for Cohasset, Cheviot Hills for the Blue Hills, Tal-
bott’s Bay for Gloucester Harbor, and Dartmouth, Sandwich,
and Cambridge for places near Portland.

In 1619 Captain Thomas Dermer, who had been one of
Smith’s lieutenants, was again despatched by Sir Ferdinando
Gorges on account of the Northern Virginia or Plymouth
Company. He brought with him Squanto, or Tisquantum,
a native, carried away by Captain Hunt, another of Smith’s
lieutenants, to be sold into slavery, who in some manner
escaped and found his way to London, where, in the family
of a Mr. Slancy, treasurer of the Newfoundland Company,
he was employed and kindly treated. The subsequent career
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of this Indian, who returned home to find his tribe swept
away by disease, and who, with his knowledge of the Eng-
lish language, became interested in the Pilgrims, and attached
himself to them as a faithful and indispensable friend, seems
to have been another feature in that providential plan which
continually encompassed and protected the infant colony.
Dermer found that the Patuxet tribe, which had occupied
Plymouth at the time of the visit of Smith, had at some time
been carried off by a contagion. Mourt’s Relation says that
“Samoset told us the place is called Patuxet, and that about
four years ago all the inhabitants died of an extraordinary
plague, and there is neither man, woman, or child remaining,
us indeed we have found none.” Dermer wrote to Gorges,
his patron, a letter, dated July 9, 1620, and in speaking of
Plymouth, said, T would that the first plantation might here
he seated, if there come to the number of fifty persons or
upwards.”  Whether Gorges might not have influenced
Pierce, in whose name the patent of the Pilgrims had been
issued, and whether both together might not have seduced
Captain Jones, are further considerations to be weighed in
solving the problem of a deviation from the intended voyage
of the Mayflower.

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth they were not only
outside of the limits of their patent, on a territory of a
company from which they had received no grant, but they
had settled themselves where the natives of the soil might
dispute their right of occupation. At that time the territory,
which was afterwards included within the limits of the Old
Colony, was occupied by a family of tribes known by the
name of Pokanokets. These tribes consisted of the Wam-
panoags of Bristol, the particular tribe of Massasoit, num-
bering about sixty warriors; the Pocasetts of Swansea,
Rehoboth, Somerset, and Tiverton, under the Sagamore Cor-
bitant ; the Saconets of Little Compton; the Nemaskets of
Middleboro; the Nausites of Eastham; the Mattachces of
Barnstable ; the Monamoys of Chatham; the Saukatucketts
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of Marshpee; and the Nohsquassetts of Yarmouth. To
complete the family, the Patuxets of Plymouth must be
added, which had been swept away by pestilence. All these
tribes were under the dominion of Massasoit, and though
reduced by the recent contagion to five hundred warriors,
could at an earlier date raise at least three thousand. Their
enfeebled condition rendered them less than ever a match
agninst the Narragansetts, with whom they were engaged in
frequent and deadly hostilities, and though naturally jealous
of European encroachments, they manifested a desire at an
early date to form with the Pilgrims an offensive and defen-
sive alliance.

On the 1st of April Massasoit appeared with sixty men
on what is now Watson’s Hill, and sent Squanto with Samo-
set to the settlement to announce his presence. Winslow
was sent with presents to the chief, and told him that “ King
James saluted him with the words of love and peace, and did
accept of him as his friend and ally, and that the governor
desired to see him and trade with him, and to live on friendly
terms with his near neighbor.” While Winslow remained in
the Indian camp, the chief, with twenty attendants, unarmed,
crossed the brook, where he met Standish, with six musket-
eers, and was by him attended to the common house of the
scttlement. There, seated on a rug and cushions, he met
the governor, who entered, preceded by drum and trumpet,
and saluted him with all the honors of a royal prince.
After a season of eating and drinking, the governor proposed
the following treaty, which was agreed to by the chief : —

1. ¢ That neither he, nor any of his, should injure or do hurt to any
of their people.

2. That if any of his did any hurt to any of theirs, he should send
the offender, that they might punish him.

8. That if anything were taken away from any of theirs, he should
cause it to be restored; and they should do the like to his.

4. That if any did unjustly war against him, they would aid him;
and if any did war against them, he should aid them.

6. That he should send to his neighbor confederates, to inform them
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of this, that they might not wrong them, but might likewise be com-

prised in the conditions of peace.
6. That when his men came to them upon any occasion, they should

leave their bows and arrows behind them.
7. That so doing, their sovereign lord King James would esteem him

as his friend and ally.”

All which Morton says, “he liked well, and withall at the
same time acknowledged himself content to become the sub-
ject of our sovereign lord the king aforesaid, his heirs and
successors ; and gave unto them all the lands adjacent, to
them and their heirs forever.” This treaty, more sacredly
kept than many which Christian nations have since entered
into, secured peace and safety to the colony for a period of
fifty-five years. The lands granted to the settlers by this
treaty were those formerly occupied by the extinct tribe
of Patuxets, and included what are now the townships of
Plymouth, Duxbury, Kingston, Carver, Plympton, Marsh-
field, and a part of Halifax. Other portions of the colony
were, from time to time, purchased of the natives, and finally
incorporated into towns. By the gift from Massasoit, the
Pilgrims, without charter from the king, or patent from
the Northern Virginia Company, obtained a foothold and pos-
session, which under a charter or patent alone would have
been usurpation and robbery. A patent, however, was
necessary to establish their rightful claim, and the Mayflower
carried the news to England of the place of their landing, as
well as an application to the Northern Virginia Company for
a suitable grant. After the Pilgrims sailed from England,
the Northern or Plymouth Company secured a new charter
from the king, dated the 3d of November, 1620. The king,
baving fallen out with Sir Edwin Sandys, the governor and
treasurer of the Southern Company, forbade his re-election ;
but the Earl of Southampton being chosen in his place, a
person equally obnoxious to him, he was inclined to show
special favor to the Northern Company, and granted it a new
act of incorporation under the title of “The council estab-

\
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lished at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting,
ordering, ruling, and governing of New England in America,”
and empowered it to hold territory extending from sea to
sea, and in breadth from the fortieth to the forty-eighth
degree of north latitude. This immense territory included
all between Central New Jersey and the Gulf of St. Lawrence
on the Atlantic coast, and the northern part of California,
Oregon, and nearly all of Washington Territory on the
Pacific; with a line running through Lake Superior for its
northern boundary, and one through Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois for its southern. By this company
a patent was issued, under date of June 1, 1621, to John
Pierce and his associates, which was in trust for the company.
This patent is now preserved in Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth.
It is engrossed on parchment, and bears the signatures of
the Duke of Lenox, the Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl
of Warwick, Lord Sheffield, and Sir Ferdinando Gorges.
Another signature is illegible, and the seal of the instrument,
together with the seals of Hamilton and Sheffield, is missing.
As the oldest state paper in New England, it is worthy of a
place in this narrative : — '

¢**This Indenture made the first day of June 1621 And in the yeares
of the raigne of our soveraigne Lord James by the grace of god King of
England Scotland Fraunce and Ireland defendor of the faith &c That is to
say of England Fraunce and Ireland the nynetenth and of Scotland the
fowre and fiftith Betwene the President and Counsell of New England
of the one ptie And John Peirce Citizen and Clothworker of London and
his Associates of the other ptie Witnesseth that whereas the said John
Peirce and his Associates have already transported and undertaken to
transporte at their cost and chardges themselves and dyvers pson’s into
New England and there to erect and build a Towne and settle dyver's
Inhabitants for the advancement of the generall plantacon of that
Country of New Eungland Now the Sayde President and Counsell in con-
sideracon thereof and for the furtherance of the said plantacon and
incoragement of the said Undertakers have agreed to grant assigne
allott and appoynt to the said John Peirce and his associates and every
of them his and their heires and assignes one hundred acres of grownd
for evry pson so to be transported besides dyvers other pryviledges
Liberties and comodyties hereafter menconed, And to that intent they



PLYMOUTH COLONY. 41

have granted allotted assigned and confirmed And by theis presents doe
grant allott assigng and confirme unto the said John Peirce and his
Associates his and their heires & assignes and the heires and assignes
of evry of them sevrally and respectyvelie one hundred sevrall acres
of grownd in New England for evry pson so transported or to be
transported yf the said John Peirce or his Associates contynue there
three whole yeeres either at one or sevrall tymes or dye in the
meane season after he or they are shipped with intent there to inhabit.
The same land to be taken & chosen by them their deputies or as-
signes in any place or places wheresoever not already inhabited by
any English and where no English pson or psons are already placed or
settled or have by order.of the said President and Councell made choyce
of, nor within Tenne myles of the same unles it be on the opposite syde
of some great or Navigable Ryver to the former particuler plantacon,
together with the one half of the Ryver or Ryvers, that is to say to the
middest thereof as shall adjoyne to such lands as they shall make choyce
of together with all such Liberties pryviledges profitts & comodyties as
the said Land and Ryvers which they shall make choyce of shall yeild
together with free libertie to fishe on and upon the coast of New England
and in all havens ports and creeks Thereunto belonging and that no
pson or psons whatsoever shall take any benefitt or libertie of or to any
of the grounds on the one half of the Ryvers aforesaid excepting the frec
use of highwayes by land and Navigable Ryvers, but that the said under-
takers & planters their heires and assignes shall have the sole right and
use of the said grounds and the one half of the said Ryvers with all their
profitts and appurtenances. And fornsmuch as the said John Peirce and
his associates intend and have undertaken to build Churches, Schooles,
Hospitalls, Towne houses, Bridges and such like workes of charytie As
also for the maynteyning of Magistrates and other inferior officers In
regard whereof and to the end that the said John Peirce and his Asso-
ciates his and their heires & assignes may have wherewithall to beare
‘& support such like charges Tkerefore the said President and Councell
aforesaid do graunt unto the said Undertakers their heires & assignes
Fifteene bundred acres of Land moreover and above the aforesaid pro-
porcon of one hundred the pson for evry undertaker and planter to be
ymployed upon such publiq usis as the said Undertakers & Planters shall
thinck fitt, And they do further graunt unto the said John Peirce and
his Associates their heires and assignes, that for evry pson that they
or any of them shall transport at their owne proper costs & charges into
New England either unto the Lands hereby graunted or adjoyninge to
them within seaven yeares after the feast of St John Baptist next coming
¥f the said pson transported contynue there three whole yeeres either at
one or sevrall tymes or dye in the meane seasin after he is shipped with
intent there to inhabit that the said pson or psons that shall so at his or
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their owne charges transport any other shall have graunted and allowed
to him and them and his & their heirs respectyvclie for every pson so
transported or dyeing after he is shipped one hundred acres of Land, and -
also that every psori or psons who by contract & agreament to be had &
made with the snid Undertakers shall at his & their owne charge trans-
port him & themselves or any others and setle and plant themselves in
New England within the said Seaven Yeeres for three yeeres space as.
aforesaid or dye in the meane tyme shall have graunted & allowed unto
evry pson so transporting or transported and their heires & assignes
respectyvely the like nomber of one hundred acres of Land as aforesaid
the same to be by him & them or their heires and assignes chosen in any
entyre place together and adjoyning to the aforesaid Lands and not
straglingly not before the tyme of such choyce made possessed or
inhabited by any English Company or within tenne myles of the same
except it be on the opposite syde of some great Navigable Ryver as afore-
said. Yielding and paying unto the said President and Counsell for evry
hundred acres so obteyned and possessed by the said Jobn Peirce and his
said Associates and by those said other psons and their heires & assignes
who by contract as aforesaid shall at their owne charges transport them-
selves or others the Yerely rent of Two shillings at the feast of St
Michael Tharchaungell to the hand of the Rent gatherer of the President
& Counsell and their successors forever the first payment to begyn after
the xpiracon of the first Seaven Yeceres next after the date hereof And
further it shal be lawful to and for the said John Peirce and his Asso-
ciates and such as contract with them as aforesaid their Tennants &
servants upon dislike of or in the Country to returne for England or
elsewhere with all their goods & chattells at their will & pleasure without
lett or disturbaunce of any paying all debts that justly shal be demaunded,
And likewise it shal be lawfull and is graunted to and for the said John
Peirce his Associates & Planters their heires & assignes their Tennants
& servants and such as they or any of them shall contract with as afore-
said and send and ymploy for the said plantacon to goe & returne trade
trafliq import and transport their goods & merchaundize at their will &
pleasure into England or elsewhere paying only such dueties to the
Kings majestie his heires & successors as the President & Counsell of
New England doe pay without any other taxes Imposicons burthens or
restraints whatsoever upon them to be ymposed the rent hereby reserved
being only excepted. And it shal be lawfull for the said Undertakers &
Planters their heires & successors freely to truck trade & traffiq with the
Salvages in New England or neighboring thereabouts at their wills &
pleasures ‘without lett or disturbaunce, As also to have libertie to hunt,
hanke, fish or fowle in any place or places not now or hereafier by the
Enclish inhabited. And the said President & Counsell do covenant &
promyse to and with the said John Peirce and his Associates and others
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contracted with as aforesaid his and their heires & assignes. That upon
lawfull survey to be had & made at the charge of the said Undertakers
& Planters and lawfull informacon geven of the bounds, meets and
quantytie of Land so as aforesaid to be by them chosen & possessed they
the said President & Counsell upon surrender of this presente graunt &
Indenture and upon reasonable request to be made by the said Under-
takers & Planters their heires & assignes within seaven Yeeres now next
coming shall and will by their Deede Indented and under their Comon
Seale graunt enfeoffe and confirme all and evry the said lands so sett
out and bounded as aforesaid to the said John Peirce and his Associates
and such as contract with them their heires & assignes in as large &
beneficiall manner as the same are in these presents graunted or intended
to be graunted to all intents & purposes with all and every particuler
pryviledge & freedome reservacon & condicon with all dependancis herein
specyfied & graunted. And shall also at any tyme within the said terme
of Seaven Yeeres upon request unto the said President & Counsell made,
graunt unto them the said John Peirce and his Associates Undertakers
-& Planters their heires & assignes, Letters & Graunts of Incorporacon by
some usual & fitt name & tytle with Liberty to them and their successors
from tyme to tyme to make orders Lawes Ordynauncis & Constitucons
for the rule government ordering & dyrecting of all psons to be trans-
ported & settled upon the lands hereby graunted, intended to be graunted
or hereafter to be graunted and of the said Lands & proffitts thereby
arrysing. And in the meane tyme untill such graunt made yt shal be
lawfull for the said John Peirce his Associates & Undertakers & Planters
their heires & assignes by consent of the greater part of them. To
establish such Lawes & ordynaunces as are for their better government,
and the same by such Officer or Officers as they shall by most voyces
elect & choose to put in execucon. And lastly the said President and
Counsell do graunt and agree to and with the said John Peirce and his
Associates and others contracted with and ymployed as aforesaid their
heires and assignes. That when they have planted the Lands hereby to
them assigned & appoynted That then it shal be lawfull for them with
the pryvitie & allowance of the President & Counsell as aforesaid to
make choyce of to enter into and to have an addition of fiftie acres more
for every pson transported into New England with like reservacons con-
ditions and priviledges as are above graunted to be had and chosen in
such place or places where no English shal be then setled or inhabiting
or have made choyce of and the same entered into a Book of Acts at the
tyme of such choyce so to be made or within tenne Myles of the same
excepting on the opposite syde of some great Navigable Ryver as afore-
gaid. And that it shal and may be lawfull for the said John Peirce and
his Associates their heires & assignes from tyme to tyme and at all
tymes hereafter for their severall defence und savetie to encounter,
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expulse, repell & resist by force of Armes as well by Sea as by Land and
by all wayes and meanes whatsoever all such pson & psons as without
the especiall lycense of the said President or Counsell and their suc-
cessors or the greater part of them shall attempt to inhabit within the
severall presincts & lymitts of their said Plantacon. Or shall enterpryse
or attempt at any time hereafter distruccon, Invation, detryment or
annoyance to the said Plantacon. And the said John Peirce and his
Associates and their heires & assignes do covenant & promyse to & with
the said President & Counsell and their successors That they the said
John Peirccand his Associates from tyme to tyme during the said Seaven
Yecres shall make a true Certificat to the said President & Counsell &
their successors from the chief officers of the places respectyvely of every
pson transported & landed in New England or shipped as aforesaid to be
entcred by the Secretary of the said President & Counsell into a Register
bouk for that purpose to be kept And the said John Peirce and his
Associates Jointly and severally for them their heires and assignes do
covenant promyse & graunt to and with the said President & Counsell
and their successors That the psons transported tqthis their particuler
Plantacon shall apply themselves & their Labors in a large & competent
manner to the planting, setting, making and procuring of good & staple
comodyties in & upon the said Land hereby graunted unto them as
Corne & silkgrasse, hemp, flax, pitch & tarre, sopeashes and potashes,
yron, clapboard and other the like materialls. In witness whereof the
said President & Counsell have to the one part of this present Indenture
sett their seales. And to the other part hereof the said John Peirce in the
name of himself and his said Associates have sett to his seale given the
day and yeeres first above written.”

In 1622 Mr. Pierce, in whose name the patent was taken,
succeeded in obtaining another patent superseding the first,
running to himself, his heirs, associates, and assigns forever.
The fraudulent character of this act was apparent. He had .
obtained the patent in the interest of the Pilgrims dated June
1, 1621, and on the twenty-second day of April, 1622, he
granted formal letters of association to the merchant adven-
turers, making them jointly interested with him in the lands
which the patent granted. On the same day he received the
new patent, under which it was believed that he intended to
hold the settlers as his tenants, and control the destinies of the
colony. He actually set sail for New England, armed with
his patent, and was only prevented by providential storms,
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which twice drove him back, from consummating his ingen-
ious scheme. The adventurers remonstrated with him in
vain, and he demanded five hundred pounds in considera-
tion of the surrender of his grant. It has been often stated,
and widely believed, that the patent was eventually pur-
chased by the adventurers, and that it superseded the old
one. The records of the Council for New England, how-
ever, show, as quoted by Mr. Palfrey in his History of
New Englaiid, that the following order was passed by that
company : —

“ Whereas there were several differences between John Pierce citizen
and clothmaker of London and the Treasurer and other the associates of
him the said John Pierce that were undertakers with him for the settling
and advancement of the plantation at Plymouth, in the parts of New
England, said differences, after the full hearing and debating thereof
before us were finally concluded upon by the offer of the said John
Pierce, and mutual adoption of the said Treasurer and Company then
present, in behalf of themselves and the rest of the said Company, that
the said associates with their undertakers and servants now settled or to
be settled in Plymouth aforesaid should remain and continue tenants
unto the Council established for the managing of the aforesaid affairs of
New England, notwithstanding a grant, bearing date the 20th of April,
1622, by said Pierce obtained without the consent of the said associates,
from the said Council, contrary to a former grant to the said Pierce
made in behalf of himself and his said associates dated the 1st of
June, 1621.”

Thus it is clear that whether any consideration was paid by
the adventurers to Pierce or not, the new patent was can-
celled, and that the patent issued in 1621, and now in Ply-
mouth, remained in force. This patent was brought over in
the Fortune, a small vessel of fifty-five tons, which arrived
in November, 1621, and brought thirty-five passengers to be
added to the colony, besides Robert Cushman, who came to
return. A letter was received by him from Mr. Weston, one
of the adventurers, directed to Governor Carver, then dead,
and, in the language of Bradford, full of complaints and
expostulations concerning the return of the Mayflower, long
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delayed and without a cargo. That part of the letter pre-
served in Bradford’s history says: —

I durst never acquainte the adventurers with the alteration of the
conditions first agreed on betweene us, which I have since been very
glad of, for I am well assured had they knowne as much as I doe, they
would not have adventured a halfe-penny of what was necessary for this
ship. That you sent no lading in the ship is wonderfull and worthily
distasted. I know your weaknes was the cause of it, and I beleeve more

weaknes of Judgmente, than weaknés of hands. A .quarter of the’

time you spent in discoursing, arguing & consulting, would have done
much more; but that is past. If you mean, bona fide, to performe the
conditions agreed upon, doe us the favore to coppy them out faire, and
subscribe them with the principall of your names. And likewise give
us accounte as perticulerly as you can how our moneys were laid out.
And then I shall be able to give them some satisfaction, whom I am now
forsed with good words to shift of. And consider that the life of the
bussness depends on the lading of this ship, which, if you doe to any
good purpose, that I may be freed from the great sums I have disbursed
for the formir, and must doe for the later, I promise you I will never
quit the bussness, though all the other adventurers would.

We have procured you a Charter the best we could, which is beter
than your former, and with less limitation. For any thing that is els
worth writting, Mr. Cushman can informe you. I pray write instantly
for Mr. Robinson to come to you. And so praying God to blesse you
with all graces necessary both for this life & that to come I rest.

Your very loving friend, THOMAS WESTON.

LoxnpoN, July 6, 1621.

Mr.‘Cushman, who came in the Fortune, came clearly as
the agent of the adventurers. He returned in the same ves-
sel, carrying with him the contract, now for the first time
signed, and a freight of clapboard, and beaver and otter
skins, valued at five hundred pounds. . The sermon which he
preached during his short visit on the sin and danger of sclf-
love, from the text, 1 Cor. x. 24, * Let no man seek his own,
but every man another’s wealth,” was simply an appeal to the
settlers to deal liberally with the adventurers, and sign the
contract. Bradford says, “Mr. Cushman returned backe
also with this ship, for so Mr. Weston & the rest had
apoynted him for their better information. And he doubted
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not, nor themselves neither, but they should have a speedy
supply ; considering allso how by Mr. Cushman’s perswation,
and letters received from Leyden, wherein they willed them so
to doe, they yielded to the aforesaid conditions, and sub-
scribed them with their hands.” There is no reason, how-
ever, to suspect that Cushman acted as the advocate of the
adventurers, to the prejudice of the Pilgrims. He had
changed the conditions of the contract in good faith, and, as
a man of honor, was only anxious that the settlers should
carry out the only arrangement which he believed could have
secured a transfer of the colony to a home in the new world.
That he brought with himn his son, a lad fourteen years of
age, and left him behind on his return to England, is suffi-
cient evidence of his intention to continue his connection with
his Pilgrim brethren, and of his devotion to their interests.

Another passenger in the Fortune was William Wright,
who may with some reason be added to the list of those sup-
posed to have been members of the church at Scrooby.
Among the baptisms recorded in the church at Austerfield,
adjoining Serooby, is that of William, son of William
Wright, under date of the 10th of March, 1588, and it is at
least a fair presumption that he was the Plymouth immigrant
of 1621, and, with or without his father, was one of the
worshippers in the old manor house in 1607.

The Fortune was captured by the French on her return
voyage, her cargo lost to the adventurers, and Cushman sub-
jected to vexatious hinderances and delays. In 1625, before
he could again visit New England he died, and his continued
friendly relations with the colony is shown by the tribute paid
by Gov. Bradford to his memory, ““That he was as their right
hand with their freends the adventurers, and for divers years
had done & agitated all their bussiness with them to their
great advantage.” In 1622 two ships, the Charity and Swan,
visited Plymouth, sent out by Thomas Weston, with colonists
for his plantation at Wessagusset, or Weymouth, and bringing
letters from him to the Pilgrims stating, that, notwithstanding
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his protestations of everlasting devotion to their interests, he
had sold out his share in the joint-stock of the adventurers,
and “that he was quit of them and they of him.” In 1623
the Ann and Little James, the former of one hundred and
forty tons, and the latter of forty-four tons, arrived with sixty
persons to be added to the colony, and a number of others
who had come at their own charge and on their own account.
Bradford, in speaking of these vessels, says, *“That they
brought about 60 persons for the general, some of them
being very usefull persons, and became good members to the
body, and some were the wives and children of shuch as were
hear allready, and besids these there came a company that did
not belong to the gencrall body, but came on their perticuler,
and were to have lands assigned them, and be for themselves,
yet to be subjecte to the gemerall Government.” Between
those who came on their “perticuler” and the colony, it was
agreed : —

“1, That the Governor in the name and with the consente of the
company, doth in all love and friendship receive and embrace them; and
is to allote them competente places for habitations, within the towne. And
promiseth to shew them all such other curtesies as shall be reasonable
for them to desire, or us to performe.

2. That they, on their parts, be subjecte to all such laws & orders as
are already made or hear after shal be for the publick good.

8. That they be freed and exempte from the generall employments of
the said company (which their presente condition of comunitie requireth)
excepte commune defence & such other employments as tend to the per-
petuall good of the collony.

4. Towards the maintenance of Government & publick officers of the
said collony, every male above the age of 16 ycars shall pay a bushell of
Indean wheat, or the worth of it into the commone store.

5 That (according to the agreemente the marchants made with them
before they came) they are wholy debared from all trade with the Indeans
for all sorts of furrs, and such like commodities till the time of the comu-
nallitie be ended.”

Some thoughtless writers have described the *comunallitie”
alluded to in the above agreement as a species of communism
which reflected no credit on the social views of the Pilgrims.
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But it must be remembered that they formed, with the
merchants of London, a joint-stock company, whose lands
and houses and goods must remain in common until the
expiration of their contract. The passengers in the Ann and
Little James completed the list of those who are usually
called the first-comers. The Ann returned to England in
September, carrying Mr. Winslow to negotiate with the
merchants for needful supplies, and the Little James remained
at Plymouth in the service of the company. Lists of the pas-
sengers in these vessels have, from time to time, been
published, but they are so incomplete as to be unworthy of
record in this narrative. As far, however, as these lists go,
and that also of the passengers in the Fortune in 1621, their
names will appear in the statement of the division of lands
which was made in the spring of 1624. In 1623, at a time
when the colony was reduced to a short allowance in conse-
quence of the insufficiency of the crops of the previous years,
it had been a question for serious consideration as to what
measures should be adopted to secure better harvests in the
future. Up to that time the company had worked together
on the company lands, and each sharing in the fruits of
another’s labors, felt little of that personal responsibility
which was necessary to secure the largest returns. “ So they
begane to think how they might raise as much corne as they
could, and obtaine a beter crope then they had done, that
they might not still thus languish in miserie. At length,
after much debate of things, the Governor (with the advise
of the cheefest amongest them) gave way that they should
set corne every man for his owne perticuler, and in that
regard trust to themselves; in all other things to goe on in
the generall way as before. And so assigned to every
family a parcell of land, according to the proportion of their
number for that end, only for present use (but made no
devision for inheritance), and ranged all boys & youth under
some familie. This had very good success; for it made all
hands very industrious, so as much more corne was planted
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then other waise would have bene by any means the Governor
or any other could use, and saved him a great deall of trouble,
and gave farr better contente. The women now wente will-
ingly into the field, and took their litle-ons with them to set
corne, which before would aledg weaknes and inabilitie :
whom to have compelled would have been thought great
tiranie and oppression.”

Such is the language of Bradford concerning a measure
which was adopted from motives of necessity, but which was,
to a certain extent, an infringement of the provisions of the
contract with the adventurers. Before the planting season
of the next year a more emphatic violation of the contract
was committed. “They (the colony) begane now highly to
prise corne as more pretious then silver, and those that had
some to spare begane to trade one with another for smale
things, by the quarte, potle & peck &C: for money they had
none, and if any had, corne was prefered before it. That
they might therfore encrease their tillage to better advan-
tage, they made suite to the Governor to have some portion
of land given them for continuance, and not by yearly lotte,
for by that means, that which the more industrious had
brought into good culture (by such pains) one year, came to
leave it the nexte, and after another might injoye it ; so as the
dressing of their lands, were the more sleighted over & to
lese profite. Which being well considered, their request
was granted. And to every person was given only one acre
of land, to them and theirs, as nere the towne as might be,
and they had no more till the 7 years were expired.”

This experience gradually led the colony in the right track,
and the growing necessity for some other circulating medium
than silver secured abundant harvests. In accordance .with
the plan of division adopted by the Governor, the following
allotments were made: Sixty-nine acres were granted to
those who came in the Mayflower. Of these, twenty-nine
were granted, —to Robert Cushman, 1 ; William Brewster, 6 ;
William Bradford, 3 ; Richard Gardener, 1 ; Francis Cooke, 2 ;
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George Soule, 1; Isaac Allerton, 7; John Billington, 3;
Peter Brown, 1; Samuel Fuller, 2; Joseph Rogers, 2 ; and
these twenty-nine were situated on the south side of town
brook, between Sandwich street and the harbhor, and extend-
ing south nearly, if not quite, as far as Fremont street.
Sixteen acres were granted, —to John Howland, 4 ; Stephen
Hopkins, 6 ; Edward Leister, 1; Edward Doty, 1; Gilbert
Winslow, 1; and Samuel Fuller, Junior, 3 ; and these" six-
teen included what is now Watson’s Hill. Five acres were
granted to William White, between the Burial Hill and Mur-
dock’s Pond. It is not clear why this grant was made to Mr.
White, as he had been dead three years, and his widow had
long before become the wife of Edward Winslow, and
received her acre in the allotment to her second husband.
It is probable, however, that he had contributed a sufficient
sum of money to entitle his family, under the provisions of
the contract, to the acres allotted to them. Nineteen acres
were granted, —to Edward Winslow, 4 ; Richard Warren, 2;
John Goodman, 1; John Crakstone, 1; John Alden, 2; Mary
Chilton, 1; Miles Standish, 2; Francis Eaton, 4; Henry
Samson, 1; Humilitie Cooper, 1; and these nineteen were
situated between Court street and the harbor, dnd bounded
on the north almost precisely by the railroad park. In these
acres it is worthy of notice that John Goodman had been
dead three years, and that Standish was granted two acres,
though his first wife died in 1621, and his second wife, Bar-
bara, received her acre separately as a passenger in the Ann.
In the records, the figures annexed to Goodman, Crakstone,
Alden, and Chilton are obliterated, but as Alden was at that
time married, it is fair to presume that his acres were two.
Thirty-three acres were granted to those who came in the
Fortune. Six of these were granted, —to William Hilton, 1;
John Winslow, 1; William Conner, 1; John Adams, 1;
William Tench, 1; and John Cannon, 1; and these six were
situated immediately north of the railroad park, on the east
side of the street. Eight were granted, —to Hugh Statie, 1
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William Beale, 1; Thomas Cushman, 1; Austin Nicolas, 1;
Widow Foord, 4; and these eight were situated immediately
north of the Woolen Mill Brook. Nineteen acres were
granted, —to William Wright, 1; William Pitt, 1; Robert
Hickes, 1; Thomas Prence, 1; Stephen Dean, 1; Moses
Simonson, 1; Phillip de la Noye, 1; Edward Bompasse, 1;
Clement Briggs, 1; James Steward, 1; William Palmer, 2;
Jonathan Brewster, 1; Bennet Morgan, 1; Thomas Flavell
and his son, 2; Thomas Morton, 1; William Bassite, 2 ; and
these nincteen extended from Shaw’s Brook to the Woolen
Mill Brook, on the westerly side of the street.

Ninety-five acres were granted to those who came in- the
Ann. Of these forty-five were granted, — to James Rande,
1; Francis Sprague, 3; Edward Flood, 1; Christopher Co-
nant, 1; Francis Cooke, 4; Edward Burcher, 2; Jokn
Jenings, 5; Goodwife Flavell, 1; Manasseh and John
Faunce, 2; George Morton and Experience Mitchell, 8;
Christian Penn, 1 ; Thomas Morton, Junior, 1; wife and two
children of William Hilton, 3; Alice Bradford, 1; wife and
three children of Robert Hickes, 4 ; Bridget Fuller, 1; Ellen
Newton, 1; Patience and Fear Brewster, 2; Robert Long, 1;
William Heard, 1; Barbara Standish, 1; and these forty-five
were situated on both sides of Cold Spring Brook, on the
east side of the road. Fifty acres were granted, —to Marie
Buckett, 1; John Oldham and Company, 10 ; Cuthbert Cuth-
bertson, 6 ; Anthony Anable, 4 ; Thomas Tilden, 3; Richard
Warren, 5; Edward Bangs, 4; Robert Rattliffe, 2; Nicolas
Snow, 1; Anthony Dix, 1; two servants of Mr. Pierce, 2;
Ralph Wallen, 2; Stephen Tracey, 3; Thomas Clarke, 1;
Robert Bartlett, 1; Edward Holman, 1; Francis Palmer, 1;
Joshua and Phineas Pratt, 2; and these fifty were located
on both sides of Wellingsly Brook, and so on towards Eel
River. The precise situation of many of these lots will be
defined in the chapter tracing the titles of estates.

But long before the above division of lands, immediately
after the landing, a temporary allotment was made of meer-
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steads and garden plots on which houses might be built for
immediate shelter. Nineteen house lots were laid out on
both sides of what is now Leyden Street, corresponding to the
number of families in the colony, and each family was allowed
half a rod in breadth and three rods in depth for each member.
Mourt’s Relation says, under date of the 19th of January,
1621, “We went to labor that day in the building of our
town in two rows of houses for more safety.” It has Deen
often stated that the plan here copied from the first page of
the Old Colony Records is incomplete, and it may be, so far
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Edward Winslow, in a letter to George Morton, dated
December 21, 1621, and sent by the Fortune which sailed on
the 23d of that month says, “We have built seven dwelling
houses and four for the use of the plantation.” All these
structures were doubtless built on the south side of Leyden
Street, and extended from near the foot of the street to
Spring Street, which was laid out at an early date at a right
angle with Leyden Street, having the Fort or Burial Hill for
the corner of the angle and a protection for both streets.
Edward Winslow’s lot was at the upper end of Leyden
Street, with three lots between his and Market Street, and
the lot of Peter Brown was the lowest on the street, with a
house for the sick, the common-house and two storehouses
below it. The exact site of one of the storehouses is defined
in a deed from William Bradford to John Dyer, in 1698, of
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a lot of land on which the house with a brick end stands, now
occupied by Mr. Frederick L. Holmes, and situated on the
south side of Leyden Street. The lot is there described as
running on the street northeasterly *“as far as the north-
easterly corner of the old store house which formerly stood
on the lot.” This lot adjoins that on which tradition states
that the common-house stood. It is probable that soon after
the first year the original plan was partially carried out, and
that houses were built on the other side of the street.
Records of' titles show that John Alden occupied the spot
where School Street enters Town Square, and that Stephen
Hopkins, John Howland, and Samuel Fuller occupied the
three lots east of Main Street in the order named. It is
known also that Governor Bradford's house stood on the upper
corner of Main Street and Town Square, and, in the absence
of both record and tradition, it is probable that Standish
occupied a lot above Alden on what is now Burial Hill, near
the Fort, of which he doubtless had care and supervision.
These divisions of land have additional interest as evidence
of the large amount which had been cleared by the Indians.
In 1621, according to Winslow, the colonists planted twenty
acres of Indian corn and six of barley and pease, and in 1622
they planted sixty acres. In 1623 the number of acres was
increased, and doubtless nearly all of the two hundred acres
allotted in 1624 were put under cultivation. It is probable
that a strip of land along the shore, nearly two miles in
length, had for generations and perhaps centuries been the
planting-ground of the natives. ~An Indian burial-ground
was discovered in 1844 on the line of the Old Colony Rail-
road near High Cliff, about a mile and a half from the town,
which may have been the northerly boundary of the native
settlement. In this ground was exhumed, with bones and
arrowheads, a curious pipe, now in the possession of the
author, which must antedate the pestilence of 1616. 'The
recent discovery of a similar pipe in the wreck of the Sparrow
Hawk, lost on Cape Cod in 1628, and until a comparatively
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recent date buried in the sand, shows it to have had an
European origin, and perhaps to be a relic of the expedition
of Champlain or John Smith.

It is unnecessary to go over the incidents in the life of the
Pilgrim Colony from this period to the date of the termination
of their contract with the adventurers. They are twice-told
tales, and beyond the scope of this narrative. Winslow was
sent to England, in the Ann, in 1623, to *“informe of all
things and procure such things as were thought needfull for
their present condition.” In 1624 he returned in the Charity,
bringing, besides a good supply, “3 heifers & a bull the first
begining of any catle of that kind in the land.” At that
time there were one hundred and eighty persons in the colony,
“some cattle and goats, but many swine and poultry and
thirty-two dwelling houses.” In the latter part of the year
Winslow sailed again for England in the Little James and
returned in 1625. The news he brought was discouraging to
the colonists. The debt due to the adventurers was fourteen
hundred pounds, and the creditors had lost confidence in
their enterprise. In the year of his return, Standish was
sent to England in a fishing vessel returning home on business
with the adventurers and the Council for New England, with
instructions “to obtain a supply of goods and learn what
terms could be made for a release.” In 1626 he returned,
having hired one hundred and fifty pounds at fifty per cent.,
which he expended in the most needful commodities. He
brought news of the death of both Robinson and Cushman,
the one, though separated from the colonists by the sea, still
their spiritual as the other was their worldly guide. In the
same year Mr. Allerton went to England with orders “to
make a composition with the adventurers, upon as good termes
as he could (unto which some way had ben made the year
before by Captaine Standish) ; but yet injoyned him not to
conclud absolutely till they knew the termes, and had well
considered of them; but to drive it to as good an issue as he
could and refer the conclusion to them.” He returned in 1627,
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having hired two hundred pounds at thirty per cent., and
concluded the following agreement with the adventurers,
subject to the approval of the colony : —

“To all Christian people, greeting &c. Whereas at a meeting the
26 of October last past, diverse & sundrie persons, whose names to the
one part of these presents are subscribed in a schedule hereunto annexed,
Adventurers to New-Plimouth in New England in America, were con-
tented and agreed, in consideration of the sume of one thousand and
eight hundred pounds sterling to be paid (in manner and forme folling)
to sell, and make sale of all and every the stocks, shares, lands, mer-
chandize, and chatles, whatsoever to the said adventurers and others
their fellow adventurers to New Plimouth aforesaid, any way accruing,
or belonging to the generalitie of the said adventurers aforesaid; as well
by reason of any sume or sumes of money or marchandize at any time
heretofore adventured or disbursed by them, or otherwise howsoever;
for the better expression and setting forth of which said agreemente, the
parties to these presents subscribing doe for themselves severally, and
as much as in them is, grant, bargain, alien, sell, and transfere all &
every the said shares, goods, lands, marchandice, and chatles to them
belonging as aforesaid, unto Isaack Allerton, one of the planters resident
at Plimoth afforesaid, assigned, and sent over as agente for the rest of
the planters ther, and to such other planters at Plimoth afforesaid, as
the said Isaack, his heirs or assignes, at his or ther arrivall, shall by
writing or otherwise thinke fitte to joyne or partake in the premisses,
their heirs and assignes, in as large, ample and beneficiall maner and
forme, to all intents and purposes, as the said subscribing adventurers
here could or may doe or performe. All which stocks, shares, lands, &c
to the said adventurers in severallitie alloted, apportioned, or any way
belonging, the said adventurers doe warrant & defend unto the said
Isaack Allerton, his heirs & assignes, against them, their heirs and
assignes, by these presents. And therefore the said Isaack Allerton
doth, for him his heirs & assigns, covenant, promise, and grant too and
with the adventurers, whose names are hereunto subscribed, ther heirs
&c well & truly to pay, or cause to be payed unto the said adventurers, or
5 of them which were at the meeting afforsaid, nominated & deputed
viz John Pocock, John Beanchamp, Robert Keane, Edward Base and
James Sherley marchants, their heirs &c too and for the use of the
generallitie of them, the sume of 1800 pounds of lawfull money of
England, at the place appoynted for the receipts of money, on the west
side of the Royall Exchaing in London. by 200 pounds yearly and every
vear on the feast of St Migchell, the first paiment to be made Anno 1628 &ec.
Allso the said Isaack is to endeavor to procure & obtaine from the
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planters of N P aforesaid, securitie, by severall obligations, or writings
obligatory, to make paiment of the said sume of 1800 pounds in forme
afforsaid, according to the true meaning of these presents. In testimony
whereof to this part of these presents remaining with the said Isaack
Allerton the said subscribing adventurers have sett to their names &c.
And to the other part remaining with the said adventurers the said
Isaack Allerton hath subscribed his name the 15 November Anno 1626
in the 2 year of his Majesties raigne.”

The result of the negotiations was the approval of the
agreement; and the debt of eighteen hundred pounds to
the adventurers and a debt to other parties amounting to six
hundred more were assumed by William Bradford, Miles
Standish, Isaa¢ Allerton, Edward Winslow, William Brew-
ster, John Howland, John Alden, and Thomas Prence, to
whom were joined their friends James Shirley, John Beau-
champ, Richard Andrews, and Timothy Hatherly, of London,
and payments were to be made by regular annual instalments.
In consideration of their assumption of the debt the trading
privileges of the colony were assigned to them as security by
the following instrument : —

“ Articles of agreemente betweene the collony of New-Plimoth of the one
partie, and William Bradford, Captain Myles Standish, Isaack Aller-
ton &c one the other partie; and shuch others as they shall thinke
good to take as partners and undertakers with them, concerning the
trade for beaver & other furrs & commodities, &c; made July 1627.
First it is agreed and covenanted betweexte the said parties, that the

afforesaid William Bradford, Captain Myles Standish & Isaack Allerton

&c have undertaken, and doe by these presents, covenant and agree to

pay, discharge, and acquite the said collony of all the debtes both due

for the purchass, or any other belonging to them, at the day of the date
of these presents.

Secondly, the above said parties are to have and freely injoye the
pinass latly built, the boat at Manamett, and the shallop, called the
Bass-boat, with all other implements to them belonging, that is in the
store of the said company; with all the whole stock of furrs, fells, beads,
corne, wampampeak, hatchets, knives &c that is now in the storre, or
any way due unto the same uppon accounte.

Thirdly. That the above said parties have the whole trade to them-
selves, their heires and assignes, with all the privileges thereof, as the
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said collonie doth now, or may use the same, for 6 full years, to begine
the last of September next insuing.

Fourthly. In furder consideration of the discharge of the said debtes,
every severall purchaser doth promise and covenante yearly to pay, or
cause to be payed, to the above said parties, during the full terme of the
said 6 years, 3 bushells of corne, or 6 pounds of tvbacco at the under-
takers choyse. -

Fifthly. The said undertakers shall dureing the afforesaid terme
bestow 50 pounds per annum, in hose and shoese, to be brought over
for the collonies use, to be sould unto them for corne at 6 shillings per
bushell.

Sixthly. That at the end of the said terme of 6 years, the whole
trade shall returne to the use and benefite of the said collonie, as
before.

Lastly, if the afforesaid undertakers, after they have acquainted their
freinds in England with the covenants, doe (upon the first returne)
resolve to performe them, and undertake to discharge the debtes of the said
collony, according to the true meaning & intente of these presents, then
they are (upon such notice given) to stand in full force; otherwise all
things to remaine as formerly they were, and a true accounte to be given
to the said collonie, of the disposing of all things according to the former
order.”

In accordance with this agreement these gentlemen at once
entered vigorously into the enterprise, and by the use of
wampum, as a circulating medium, carried on so extensive a
trade with the natives in the purchase of furs and other
articles for export to England as within the prescribed period
to pay off the entire debt and leave the colony in the undis-
puted possession of all their lands. No legal-tender scheme,
in these later days, has been bolder in its conception, or
more successful in its career than that of the Pilgrim Fathers,
which, with the shells of the shore, relieved their community
from debt, and established on a permanent basis the wealth
and prosperity of New England. Many of the Indian tribes
not acquainted with the use of wampum, were instructed in
its use before the enterprise could be successfully carried out,
and adopted it greedily when it was fully understood. This
currency of the early days was made from the purple and white
parts of the quaw-haug shell, round, about a sixteenth of an
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inch in thickness, and a quarter of an inch in diameter, with
a hole in the middle for stringing on strings of bark or hemp,
the purple and white alternating on the string, the purple
of double the value of the white, and the whole valued at tive
shillings per fathom. Strings of this wampum may be seen
in Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth, which have been preserved in the
native families of the old colony, and used as necklaces and
other ornaments after their use as currency had become obso-
lete.

After the contract with the adventurers had expired, in
1627, and while the above negotiations were pending, another
division of land was made, and also a division of the cows and
goats belonging to the company. *“And first accordingly
the few catle which they had were divided which arose to
this proportion ; a cowe to 6 persons or shares & 2 goats to
the same, which were first equalized for age & goodnes, and
then lotted for; single persons consorting with others, as
they thought good, & smaler familys likwise; and swine
though more in number yet by the same rule. Then they
agreed that every person or share should have 20. acres
of land divided unto them, besids the single acres they had
allready ; and they appoynted were to begin first on the one
side of the towne & how farr to goe; and then on the other
gide in like manner; and so to devid it by lotte; and ap-
pointed sundrie by name to do it and tyed them to certain
ruls to proceed by ; as that they should only lay out settable
or tillable land, at least & such of it as should butt on the
water side (as the most they were to lay out did), and pass
by the rest as refuse and comune ; and what they judged fitte
should be so taken. . . . Allso every share or 20. acres
was to be laid out 5. acres in breadth by the water side and
4. acres in length, excepting nooks & corners which were
to be measured as they would bear to best advantage. But
no meadows were to be laid out at all, nor were not of many
vears after, because they were but streight of meadow
grounds ; and if they had bene now given out it would have
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hindred all addition to them afterwards; but every season all
were appoynted wher they should mowe, according to the
proportion of catle they had.” The division of cattle thus
described by Bradford was ordered at a General Court held
May 22, 1627 (old style), and the division of lands at a
Court held on the 3d of January following. In these
divisions, those who had come in the Ann in 1623, on their
own account, were included, and henceforth they were mem-
bers of the company in full standing.

After the negotiations with the adventurers had been com-
pleted, the colonists were anxious to obtain another patent
from the New England Company conferring larger powers
and defining their territorinl limits. After three visits to
England," Allerton was sent a fourth time, in 1629, and
secured a patent dated January 13, 1629 (old style), and
signed by the Earl of Warwick on behalf of the Council
of New England, enlarging the original grant, and establishing
the boundaries of what has been since known as the Old
Colony. It granted to William Bradford and his associates
“all that part of New England in America, the tract and
tracts of land that lie within or between a certain rivolet or
rundlett, then commonly called Coahasset alias Conahasset,
towards the north, and the river commonly called Naragan-
set river towards the south, and the great Western ocean
towards the east, and hetween and within a straight line
directly extending up into the mainland towards the west
from the mouth of the said river called the Naraganset river,
to the utmost limits and bounds of a country or place in New
England called Pokernacutt, alius Puckenakick, alias Sawaam-
set, westward, and another straight line extending itself
directly from the mouth of the said river called Coahassett
towards the west, so far up into the mainland westward
as the utmost limits of the said place or county called
Pokernacutt doth extend, together with one half of the said
river called Narraganset, and the said rivolet called Coahas-
set.”
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This patent always remained in the possession of the
family of Governor Bradford until 1741, when, during the
controversy concerning the line between Mussachusetts and
Rhode Island, it was, as stated by Josiah Cotton in his diary,
“after a deal of labor and cost,” found at Plympton, and
used as evidence before the commissioners appointed to settle
that dispute. In 1820 it was found where it now is, in the
registry of deeds at Plymouth, by the commissioners ap-
pointed by the legislature of Massachusetts to superintend
the work of making a copy of the Old Colony records for
the State. It was then, as they say in their report, in a
defaced condition, with its seal of the New England Com-
pany much broken. They further say * that the parts of the
seal were carefully cemented and secured together by them,
and enclosed in a case, so that the original impression may be
seen.” The inscription on the seal, which is about four
inches in diameter, and made of brown wax, it is impossible
to decipher, but the figures on its face, of which there are
two, plainly visible except in detail, appear to be those of an
Indian carrying in one hand a bow and arrow, and in the
other a club, and of a white man bearing in his left hand an
olive branch, and in the other some article which cannot be
distinguished.

It is unnecessary to trace the grants made at various times
by the court. It is sufficient on this head to say that grants
were made from time to time in different parts of the colony,
and that all remaining land, until finally disposed of, remained
in common. Finally, towns were incorporated, and ungranted
lands within the limits of each town became the property of
the town, to be disposed of as it saw fit. So far as the
town of Plymouth is concerned, it may be said that in Feb-
ruary, 1702, it was voted that a thirty-acre lot should be
given to each proprietor, and in the following March it was
voted that the lands remaining ungranted, lying within a
tract a mile and a half square, and including the central vil-
lage, should be held by the town in its municipal capacity,
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and sold from time to time for its benefit. All common
lands within the limits of the town outside of this tract were
granted to the freemen of the town, two hundred and one in
number, who were called, after the town of Plympton was
set off and incorporated, * Plymouth and Plympton Proprie-
tors.” This grant was doubtless made because it was be-
lieved that, in the hands of individuals, the lands would be
more productive than in the hands of the town. = It was sim-
ply a dividend of lands to the owners in the common stock.
The bounds of this mile and a half tract are described in the
town records, and one or more of its monuments may now be
seen. After a few years the remaining lots in the mile and
a half tract had all been sold, with the exception of Burial
Hill, Court Square, Cole’s Hill, Training Green, the Town
House lot, sundry ministerial lands, and a few strips and
gores, and thus the home of the Patuxets, the domain of
Massasoit, the patented grant of the adventurers, and the pos-
session of the Pilgrims, passed into the hands of individuals,
under and through whom the present generation holds its
titles.

The Plymouth and Plympton proprietors organized by the
choice of a clerk, whose books, preserved in the office of the
town clerk of Plymouth, contain their proceedings, and the
records of their grants and sales. In 1705 the Proprietors
voted to grant to each of their number a twenty-acre lot, and,
shortly after, a sixty-acre lot, in addition. In the same
year all the cedar swamps within the town were divided into
thirty-nine great lots, which were subdivided into shares, and
distributed among the proprietors by lot. In 1710 it was
voted to lay out the remainder of their lands, containing
thirty thousand acres, in ten great lots, these also to be sub-
divided into shares, and distributed. It is unnecessary to
give the bounds of these lots, as they may be easily found on
the records. The first extends from West Pond and the
-South Meadow road, eight miles, to Warebham ; the seven
next lie between the first lot and Half-way Pond river; the
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ninth is bounded by the Mast road, Half-way Pond, Long
Pond, the Herring Path, and the Sandwich road; and the
tenth lies east and west of the Sandwich road, below the
herring path. Thus the lands of the proprietors, like the
lands of the town, became the property of individuals, and
every trace of their former common ownership was lost. An
attempt has been made to recognize in the common lands of
the old colony a feature of some social system of which the
early communisms of the Old World were types, and of which
the communism of Russia to-day is a rude illustration. The
attempt, however, must fail. They were simply the tempo-
rarily ungranted portion of lands once belonging to a joint
stock company, which was necessarily obliged to take that
form of association in order to secure means from their Eng-
lish partners to carry out their scheme of colonization. At
the earliest possible date after the termination of their con-
tract with the adventurers, the Plymouth colonists granted
and sold and divided their lands, until at last, without oppor-
tunities for sale, they distributed nearly all that remained,
and stamped on them the mark of individual ownership.
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CHAPTER III.

The Compact. — Governor and Assistants. — The General Court. —
Freemen. — Judicial Powers. — Laws of the Colony. — Declaration
of Independence. — Constables. — Organization of Towns. — Pur-
chases of Indian Lands. — Selectmen. — Tithingmen. — Colony and
Town Records.

THE first civil act of the Pilgrims, after their arrival in Cape
Cod Harbor, was to draw up a compact, or “combination,” as
it is called by Bradford, which was signed by the male
members of the company, and became the foundation on
which the structure of our government has been built.
Under date of November 21, Mourt's Relation states that
“this day, before we came to harbour, observing some not
well affected to unity and concord, but gave some appearance
of faction, it was thought good there should be an association
and agreement, that we should combine together in one body,
and to submit to such government and governors as we
should, by common consent, agree to make and choose, and
set our hands to this that follows, word for word.”

“In the name of God. Amen. We whose names are underwriten,
the loyall subjects of our dread soveraigne ILord, King James, by the
grace of God, of Great Britaine, Franc and Ireland king, defender of the
faith &c, haveing undertaken, for the glorie of God, and advancemente
of the Christian faith, and honor of our king and countrie, a voyage to
plant the first colonie in the northerne parts of Virginia, doe by these
presents solemnly and mutualy in the presence of God, and one of an-
other, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civill body politick,
for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends
aforesaid; and by vertue hearof to enacte, constitute and frame such just
and equall lawes, ordenances, acts, constitutions and offices, from time to
time, as shall be thought most meete and convenient for the generall good
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of the colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.
In witnes whereof we have hereunder subscribed onr names at Cap-Codd
the 11. of November, in the year of the raigne of our soveraigne lord,
King James of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth and of Scotland
the fifty fourth. An°c Dom 1620.”

And on the same day John Carver was confirmed in the
office of governor. He had already been chosen governor on
board the Mayflower, and his confirmation was doubtless a
mere form rendered necessary by the adoption of a consti-
tution of government under which his official duties were to
be performed. In the cabin of the Mayflower, then, not only
was the foundation-stone of republican institutions on this
continent laid, but the first New England town-meeting was
held and the first elective officer chosen by the will of a
majority. On the 27th of February the first recorded meeting
on the land was held in'the common house “for appointing
military orders,” and Miles Standish was chosen captain.
An attempt has been made by a recent writer to attach
special significance to the fact that “a court of guard” was
established as early as January 4, and a captain chosen as
early as February 27. It is claimed that the organization
of the guard antedated the General Court or town-meeting,
and that the choice of a “military officer to command in
affairs ” antedated that of civil officers, with the apparent view
of showing that the Pilgrims were establishing a martial
colony after some primitive type of which Standish was the
“ Roman pretor, an Earl Marshal, or Lord High Constable.”
The fact is, however, that “the court of guard” was nothing
more than a night-watch set to guard the tools and equip-
ments left on shore after the day’s work was done and most
of the workmen had returned to the Mayflower in the harbor.
Carver, too, had really been chosen governor threce months
before the appointment of Standish, and this selection of a
captain was simply due to a fear of the Indians, and to a
division of labor adopted in establishing a scttlement in which
the part of Standish was plainly indicated by the profession
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shall labor to advance and further the good of the Colonies and
Plantacons within the limits thereof to the utmost of your power and
oppose anything that shall seeme to hinder the same. So helpe you God
who is the God of truth and punisher of falsehood.”

In the same year it was enacted that on the first Tuesday
in March, annually, “a Governor and seven Assistants be
chosen to rule and governe the said plantacons within the
said limits for one whole yeare and no more. And this
elecon to be made only by the freemen according to the
former custome. And that there also constables for each
part and other inferior officers be also chosen.” The earliest
elections were held on the 23d of March, of the old style,
and, in later years, in the month of January, until the ahove
law was passed in 1636. In the revision of the laws in 1658
it was further enacted that “by reason of the unseasonalle-
ness of the previous times of election the election Courts bee
holden the first Tuesday in June annually.” The law of
1636 provided that “the Office of an Assistant for the time
heing consisteth in appearing at the Governor’s sumons and
in giving his best advice both in publick Court and private
Councell with the Governor for the good of the Colonyes
within the limits of this Government. Not to disclose hut
keepe secret such things as concerne the publick good, and
shall be thought meet to be concealed by the Governor and
Councell of Assistants; In haveing a special hand in the
examination of publick offenders, and in contriving the
affaires of the Colony. To have a voice in the censuring of
such offenders as shall not be brought to publick Court.
That if the Governor have occasion to be absent from the
Colony for a short time, by the Governor with the consent
of the rest of the Assistants he may be deputed to governe in
the absence of the Governor. Also it shall be lawfull for
him to examine and comit to ward where any occasion ariseth
when the Governor is absent, provided the pson be brought
to further hearing with all convenicnt speede before the
Governor or the rest of the Assistants. Also it shall be
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and William Gilson as assistants. Precisely what the powers
and duties of the governor and assistants were in the early
years of the colony is not known. In 1636 they were defined
by a law, which probably confirmed, with, perhaps, some
additions, those already exercised. The following was its
text : —

“The office of the Governor for the time being consists in the exe-
cucon of such laws and ordnances, as are or shall be made and established
for the good of this Corporacon according to the severall bounds and
limits thereof vizt; In calling together or advising with the Assistants or
Councell of the said Corporacon upon such materiall occasions (or so
seeming to him) as time shall bring foorth. In which assembly and all
others the Governor to propound the occasion of the Assembly and have
8 double voice therein. If the Assistants judge the case too great to be
descided by them and refer it to the Generall Court, then the Governor
to sumon a Court by warning all the fireemen aforesaid that are then
extant, and there also to propound causes, and goe before the Assistants
in the examinacon of pticulars, and to propound such sentence as shall
be determined. flurther it shall be lawfull for him to arrest and comit to
ward any offenders provided that with all convent spede he shall bring
the cawse to hearing either of the Assistance or General Court according
to the nature of the offence. Also it shall be lawfull for him to examine
any suspicious psons for evill against the Colony, as to intercept or
oppose such 4s he conceiveth may tend to the overthrow of the same.
And that this Officer contizue one whole yeare and no more without
renewing by elecon.”

In the same year it was also enacted *“that noe pson or
psons hereafter shal be admitted to live and inhabite within
the Government of New Plymouth without the leave and
liking of the Governor or two of his Assistants at least.”

The Governor was required by a law passed in the same
year to take the following oath : —

*“You shall sweare to be truly loyall to onr Soveraigne Lord King
Charles the State and Government of England as it now stands his heires
and successors. Also according to that measure of wisdome understand-
ing and discerning given unto you faithfully equally and indifferently
withoat respect of psons to administer justice in all cases coming before
you as the Governour of New Plymouth. You shall in like maner faith-
fally duly and truly execute the lawes and ordnances of the same. And
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shall labor to advance and further the good of the Colonies and
Plantacons within the limits thereof to the utmost of your power and
oppose anything that shall seeme to hinder the same. So helpe you God
who is the God of truth and punisher of falsehood.”

In the same year it was enacted that on the first Tuesday
in March, annually, “a Governor and seven Assistants be
chosen to rule and governe the said plantacons within the
said limits for one whole yeare and no more. And this
elecon to be made only by the freemen according to the
former custome. And that there also constables for each
part and other inferior officers be also chosen.” The earliest
elections were held on the 23d of March, of the old style,
and, in later years, in the month of January, until the ahove
law was passed in 1636. In the revision of the laws in 1658
it was further enacted that “by reason of the unseasonable-
ness of the previous times of election the election Courts hee
holden the first Tuesday in June annually.” The law of
1636 provided that “the Office of an Assistant for the time
being consisteth in appearing at the Governor’s sumons and
in giving his best advice both in publick Court and private
Councell with the Governor for the good of the Colonyes
within the limits of this Government. Not to disclose but
keepe secret such things as concerne the publick good, and
shall be thought meet to be concealed by the Governor and
Councell of Assistants; In haveing a special hand in the
examination of publick offenders, and in contriving the
affaires of the Colony. To have a voice in the censuring of
such offenders as shall not he brought to publick Court.
That if the Governor have occasion to be absent from the
Colony for a short time, by the Governor with the consent
of the rest of the Assistants he may be deputed to governe in
the absence of the Governor. Also it shall be lawfull for
him to examine and comit to ward where any occasion ariseth
when the Governor is ahsent, provided the pson be brought
to further hearing with all convenient speede before the
Governor or the rest of the Assistants. Also it shall be
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lawfull for him in his Majestie’s name to direct his warrants
to any Constable within the Government who ought faithfully
to execute the same according to the nature and tenure
thereof. And may binde over psons for matters of crime to
answer at the next ensuing Court of his Majestie after the
fact committed or the persons apprehended.” The Assistants
also were required to take an oath as follows : —

“Yee shall all sweare to he truly loyall to our sovereign Lord King
Charles his heires and successors. Also ye shall faithfully truly and
justly according to that measure of discerning and discretion God hath
given you be assistant to the Governor for this present yeare for the
execution of justice in all cases and towards all psons coming before you
without ptiallity according to the nature of the office of an Assistant
read unto you. Moreover yee shall diligently duly and truly see that
the Lawes and Ordnances of this Corporacon be faithfully executed; and
shall labor to advance the good of the several Plantacons within the
limits thereof and oppose anything that shall hinder the same to the
utmost of your power. So help you God who is the God of truth and
punisher of falsehood.”

In the earliest days of the colony there was no provision for
a deputy governor. In the law of 1636 the governor was
authorized, with the consent of the assistants, to appoint one
of their number to govern during his absence, and in 1651
ahsolute authority was given to the governor *to depute any
one of the Assistants whom hee shall think meet to bee in his
rome, when hee is ocasioned to bee absent, as a Deputy Gov-
ernor.” In 1679 it was enacted “that the Deputy Governor
be under oath as such and therefore annually chosen,” and on
the 1st of June in that year Thomas Hinckly was chosen to
that office. It does not seem to have been specially provided
that one of the assistants should be chosen, but the record of
elections shows that ever after, until the union of the Ply-
mouth and Massachusetts colonies, in 1692, the deputy gov-
ernor was one of the seven assistants required by law. The
offices both of governor and assistant were obligatory on the
first election of any person, and by a law passed in 1632 a
fine of twenty pounds was provided for a refusal of any one

<«
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“to hold and execute the office of Governor for his year”
and one of ten pounds for a refusal to act as assistant.

Until the year 1640 the governor and assistants were
chosen at the annual election day by the whole body of
associates or freemen. In 1636 a law was passed giving
shape to what had probably been a previous practice, pro-
viding “that the annuall elecon of officers before expressed
(Governor, Assistants and Constables be at a Generall Court
held in his Majestie’s name of England. And that the Gov-
ernors in due season by warrant directed to the several Con-
stables in his Majestie’s name aforesaid give warning to the
fireemen to make their apparance ; and for default in case of
apparance at the Elecon beforc menconed without due excuse
each delinquent to be amerced in three shillings sterling.”
By a subsequent law the freemen were permitted to send
their votes for officers by proxy. The whole body of frece-
men constituted the General Court, and thus the name came
into use which has come down to the present day, and is now
applied to the legislature of Massachusetts. The freemen
were at first the signers of the compact, and such persons as
might be added by a majority vote. In 1656 it was ordered
that “such as are admitted to bee ffreemen of the corpo-
ration ; the deputies of such Townes where such psons live
shall propound them to the Court being such as have been
alsoe approved by the ffreemen in that towne where such
psons live,” and in 1658 these words were added : *and upon
satisfying Testimony given from the ffreemen of their towne
by their deputies such to be forthwith received without any
further delay att the same Court where such Testimony is
given.” In 1658 it was further “enacted by the Court and
the Authoritie thereof that all such as shal bee admited free-
men of this Corporation shall stand one whole yeare pro-
pounded to the Court viz: to bee propounded att one June
Court and to stand soe propounded untill the June Court fol-
lowing and then to bee admited if the Court shall not see
cause to the contrary.” In 1674 it was enacted “by the

L
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Court and the authoritie thereof as to the orderly admittance
of fireemen ; first that the names of the ffreemen in each
Towne be kept upon Town record ; and that noe mans name
shal be brought into the Court to be propounded to take up
his ffreedome unlesse hee have had the approbation of the
Major part of the ffreemen att home and the same to be sig-
nifyed to the Court under the Towne Clarkes hand by the
Deputies.” In 1658 it was also enacted by the “Court and
the authoritie thereof That all such as refuse to take the oath
of fidelitie as Quakers or such as are manifest encouragers of
such shall have noe voyce in choise of publicke officers in
the place where they dwell or shal bee Imployed in any place
of trust while they continew such: that noe Quaker Rantor
or any such corrupt pson shal bee admited to bee a freeman
of this Corporation; That all such as are opposers of the
good and wholesome lawes of this Collonie or manifest
opposers of the true worship of God or such as refuse to doe
the Countrey service being called thereunto shall not be ad-
mitted fireemen of this Corporation being duly convicted of
all or any of these; and that if any pson or psons that are or
shal bee ffreemen of this Corporation that are quakers or
such as are manifest encouragers of them and soe Judged by
the Court and of the lawes thereof and such as judged by
the Court grosly Scandalous; as lyers, drunkards, swearers
&c shall lose their freedome of this Corporation.” Finally,
in 1671, it was provided that freemen must be twenty-one
vears of age, of sober and peaceable conversation, orthodox
in the fundamentals of religion, and possessed of twenty
pounds of ratable estate in the colony.

Every freeman was required, by the law of 1636, to take
the following oath : —

“You shall be truly loyall to our soverign Lord King Charles his
heires and successors (the state and government of England as it now
stands). You shall not speake or doe, devise or advise anything or
things act or acts directly or indirectly by land or water, that doth shall
or may tend to the destruccon or overthrow of this present plantacons
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Colonies or Corporacon of New Plymouth. Neither shall you suffer the
same to be spoken or done but shall hinder oppose and discover the same
to the Governor and Assistants of the said Colony for the time being or
some one of them. You shall faithfully submit unto such good and
wholsome laws and ordnances as either are or shall be made for the
ordering and government of the same and shall endeavor to advance the
growth and good of the severpl plantations within the limits of this
Corporacon by all due meanes and courses. All which you promise and
sweare by the name of the great God of heaven and earth simply truly
and faithfully to pforme as you hope for help from God who is the God
of truth and punisher of falsehood.”

As the freemen composed the General Court which was the
original type and model of the Massachusetts Legislature, so
did the governor and assistants form a body which with some
change of powers has become the Governor and Council of the
present Commonwealth. Under the constitution of Massachu-
setts it was originally provided that the “freeholders and other
inhabitants of this commonwealth qualified etc shall annually
elect forty persons to be councillors and senators for the year
ensuing to be chosen by the inhabitants of the districts into
which the Commonwealth may from time to time be divided
by the general court for that purpose ” and * nine councillors
shall be annually chosen from among the persons returned for
councillors and senators on the last Wednesday in May, by
the joint ballot of the senators and representatives assembled
in one room ; and in case there shall not be found, upon the
first choice, the whole number of nine persons who will
accept a seat in the council, the deficiency shall be made up
by the electors aforesaid from among the people at large;
and the number of senators left shall constitute the senate for
the year.” Article 13 of the amendments passed in 1840
provided that nine councillors should be annually chosen
from the people at large by a joint ballot of the senate and
house of representatives, and article 16 of the amendments
now in operation, passed in 1855, provided for the choice of
eight councillors by the inhabitants of the Commonwealth
qualified to vote for governor, eack councillor to be chosen
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in one of eight districts into which the legislature is required
to divide the State at its first session after each decennial
census. Thus the State has returned to its ancient custom of
choosing a governor and a board of assistants or council by
the people, and it is to be earnestly hoped that among the
innovations which time and new conditions are bringing about
the extinction of this time-honored body may never be
numbered. ‘

On the 27th of December, 1623, it was ordained by the
court that all criminal facts and also all matters of trespasses
and debts between man and man shall be tried by twelve
honest men to be impanelled by authority. Until 1636 all
trials were had in the General Court, but in that year it was
enacted that the governor and two assistants might try civil
cases involving an amount not exceeding forty shillings, and
criminal cases involving a small fine. In the same year it
was provided “that a great quest be pannelled by the
Governor and Assistants or the major part of them and
warned to serve the king by enquiring into the abuses
and breaches of such wholesome lawes and ordnances as tend
to the preservation of the peace and good of the subject.
And that they present such to the Court as they either finde
guilty or probably suspect that so they may be prosecuted
by the Governor by all due meanes.” These provisions of
law relating to trials of causes continued in force until 1666,
when it was enacted that civil cases involving less than forty
shillings should be tried by the Selectmen, as will be stated
hereafter in this narrative. In 1685, when the counties of
Plymouth, Bristol, and Barnstable were established, county
courts were organized, and, with some exceptions, the
judicial powers of the General Court, the court of assistants
and selectmen, ceased, and became vested in the county
associates or judges.

Thus far allusion has been made only to the power of the
General Court to choose the officers of the colony and

conduct trials for breaches of the law. But it also enacted
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the laws. DPrevious to 1636 the number of written and fixed
laws was small,— chiefly relating to police and military
regulations, the division of lands, and the settlement of
estates. In that year, at a General Court held on the 15th
of October, “the ordnances of the colony and corporacon
being read, divers were fowned worthy the reforming, others
the rejecting and others fitt to be instituted and made. It
was therefore ordered and agreed that foure for the towne
of Plymouth, two for Scituate and two for Duxburrow should
as committees for the whole be added to the Governor and
Assistants to rectifie and prepare such as should be thought
most convenient, that if approved, they may be put in force
the next General Court.” This was the first revision of the
laws, and, as printed in the records, contains many bearing
the date of 1636, which had doubtless been in force for many
years. In the earliest years of the settlement, the colony
was little more than a voluntary association controlled by a
majority, and such laws as were enacted related chiefly to
necessities and conditions in their colonial lifc not contem-
plated and met by the English code. Such as they were,
however, were, until 1639, passed by the whole body of
freemen constituting the General Court. One of the earliest
enactments of the court of freemen declared “ that now being
assembled according to order and having read the Com-
binacon made at Cape Cod the 11th of November 1620 in the
yeare of the raigne of our late Sovercign Lord King James
of England, France and Ireland the cighteenth and of Scot-
land the fifty-fourth as also our letters Patents confirmed by
the honorable Councell his said Majestie established and
granted the 13th of January 1629 in the fifth yeare of the
raigne of our Sovereign Lord King Charles. And finding
that as freeborn subjects of the State of England we hither
came indewed with all and singular the priviledges belonging
to such, in the first place we thinke good that it be established
for an act That according to the due priviledge of the subject
aforesaid no imposicon law or ordnance be made or imposed
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upon us by ourselves or others at present or to come but
such as shall be made or imposed by consent according to the
free liberties of the State and Kingdome of England and no
otherwise.” At the same time it was provided *that the
lawes and ordnances of the Colony and for the Government
of the same be made onely by the ffreemen of the Corporacon
and no others.” These laws, apparently passed in 1636,
were merely recorded revisions of existing laws, and defined
the practice which had prevailed during the previous years
of the life of the colony. In these remarkable enactments is
to be found the first declaration of American Independence.
The spirit which actuated them once horn was destined to be
immortal, and to become the guiding spirit of our colonial
life.  Like the life-giving stream which, starting from the
root, flows on through the unseen channels of trunk and
branch, never betraying its existence unless brought to the
surface by blow or bruise, until it reaches and perfects the
flower and fruit of the full-grown tree, it pursued its inevi-
table course through the mysterious channels of popular
thought, only revealing its presence under the attacks and
menaces of despotic hands, until it burst on the gaze of the
world in the perennial bloom of national independence. It
came to the surface when the rude hand of Charles demanded
the surrender of the charter of Massachusetts and appointed
royal commissioners for the colonies. This act of interference
with their domestic affairs was looked on by the colonists as
an invasion of popular rights, and provoked an earnest and
successful resistance. It again came to the surface under
the uncertain and hesitating menace of the king when the
towns and churches of New England were resolved to oppose
the coming of a royal governor, and Stuyvesant sent word to
the mother country that the “Colony of Boston” remained
constant to its old maxims of a free state dependent on none
but God. Itagain appeared in the revolution of 1689, when the
declaration read from the balcony of the town-house in Boston
committed the cause of freedom to God, and called on the
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neighboring colonies to join the people of Massachusetts in all
their prayers and acts for the defence of the land. Again it ap-
peared in 1701, when the lords of trade declared that the inde-
pendence which the colonies were thirsting for was notorious ;
und again in 1705, when it was announced in parliament that
the colonies would surely in the process of time cast off their
allegiance to England and set up a government of their own.
It only needed for its final triumph a more determined effort
for its destruction. The plastic hand of King George com-
pleted the work. Burdens were to be imposed which could
not be borne, taxation without corresponding privileges was
to be levied, the stamp act was to be passed, the port bill
to be enforced, and, finally, the act of reconstruction to be
inaugurated before the question was to be settled forever
whether despotism or freedom was to rule in the land.

As early as 1633 it was found that the office of constable
was needed. Up to that time many of the duties which
might properly belong to that office had been performed by
Miles Standish by virtue of his captaincy. It was now pro-
vided that constables should be chosen, and Joshua Pratt was
chosen for Plymouth, Christopher Wadsworth for the ward
of Duxbury, and Anthony Annable for the ward of Scituate.
The word “ward ” had no other significance than *division,”
or “district,” and might have been used synonymously with
those terms. The constable was required to take the following
outh : —

“You shall sweare to be truly loyal to our sovereign Lord King
Charles his heires and successors (the state and government of England
as it now stands) which you shall faithfully serve in the office of a con-
stable in the ward of —— for this present yeare according to that
measure of wisdome understanding and discretion God hath given you.
In which time you shall diligently see that his Majestie’s (the) peace
comanded be not broken but shall carry the pson or psons offending
hefore the Governor of this corporacon or some one of his Assistants,
und there attend the hearing of the case and such order as shall be given
you. You shall apprehend all suspitions psons and bring them before

the said Governor or some one of his Assistants as aforesaid. You shall
duly and truly serve such warrants and give such sumons as shall pe
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directed unto you from the Governor or Assistan‘s before menconed, and
shall labour to advance the peace and happiness of this corporacon and
oppose any thing that shall seeme to annoy the same by all due meanes
and courses. So help you God, who is the God of truth and punisher of
falsehood.”

Nor must we yield to the funciful claim with regard to
constable more readily than to that with regard to captain,
that the office was devised in imitation of any English model.
It is not the mere name which gives significance to an office.
It derives its expression and character wholly from its powers
and functions. If the Pilgrims had borrowed a ceremonial or
an official method from any English or other foreign custom,
no matter what might be the name of the officer associated
with them, they might be said to have followed some pre-
existing type. But the constable was an officer made neces-
sary by new conditions growing out of the gradual develop-
ment of the colony. The number of settlers had increased,
and a demand arose for increased efforts to preserve the
peace. The footpaths of the settlement became cart-ways,
and needed repair. The freemen constituting the General
Court became scattered, and some one must be delegated to
warn them of its meetings. New settlements were effected
in Duxbury and Scituate, and needed peace-officers and
pound-keepers within their borders. The General Court
needed a messenger, rates and fines must be collected, and
executions served. To meet these wants, arising naturally in
the evolution of government, the office of constable was
established, bearing little or no resemblance to any office
ever before bearing the name except in Massachusetts, and
receiving the best appellation which the vocabulary afforded.
Until 1638 the constable for Plymouth was the messenger of
the court, the prototype of the sergeant-at-arms of the
Massachusetts Legislature. His duty was to attend the
General Courts and the Courts of Assistants, to act as keeper
of the jail, to execute punishment, to give warning of such
marriages as shall be approved by aut'bority, to seal weights
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and measures, and measure out such land as shall be ordered
by the governor or government. In addition to the officers
already enumerated, the laws provided for the annual choice
of a treasurer, secretary, coroner, and assessors of rates, and,
in 1634, persons were chosen to lay out highways. It is
probable that the colony treasurer included all the towns
within the sphere of his duties, as no town-treasurer was
chosen in Plymouth until 1695. Collectors of excise were
chosen in Plymouth, Duxbury, and Marshfield as early as
1646, and in some towns collectors of ministers’ rates as early
as 1670, but these offices were short-lived, and were super-
seded by others.

In 1639 an important change was effected in the govern-
ment. At that time Duxbury, Scituate, Sandwich, Yarmouth,
Taunton, and Barnstable had been incorporated, and it was
found inconvenient for the whole body of freemen to attend
the General Court at Plymouth. Since the first settlement
in 1620, the grand idea of popular government had been ever
uppermost in the mind of the Pilgrims. In this respect there
was a wide difference between them and their neighbors of
the Massachusetts colony. From the first the governor and
assistants of Plymouth were chosen by the people, and the
people were the law-making power. In Massachusetts at
first the people chose the assistants, the assistants the gov-
ernor, and the governor and assistants enacted the laws.
Shortly after it was provided that the people should choose
the governor as well as the assistants, and this was the first
step in Massachusetts towards a full recognition of pupular
rights. At a subsequent period a General Court was estab-
lished, and the governments of the two colonies became
homogeneous. In 1639 the General Court of freemen, having
become unwieldy in -numbers and inconvenient for the at-
tendance of the entire body, was made a court of delegates,
chosen by the freemen of the various towns in the colony
precisely as the representatives of the Legislature were chosen
at a later day. The recent departure from this system in the
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establishment of representative districts was an unwarrant-
able disregard of a principle which secured, what now is lost,
the right of every town to a voice in the enactment of laws
affecting its interests and welfare. The text of the law lying
at the foundation of our representative system is worthy
of record in this narrative : —

* Whereas complaint was made that the ffreemen were put to many
inconveniences and great expenses by their continuall attendance at the
Courts, It is therefore enncted by the Court for the ease of the severall
colonies and Townes within the Government That every Towne shall
make choyce of two of their ffreemen and the Towne of Plymouth of
foure to be Committees or Deputies to joyne with the Bench to enact and
make all such lawes and ordinances as shal be judged to be good and
wholesome for the whole Provided that the lawes they doe enact shal be
ppounded one Court to be considered upon untill the next Court, and
then to be confirmed if they shal be approoved of (except the case
require present confirmacon) And if any act shal be confirmed by the
Bench and Committees which upon further deliberacon shall prove pre-
judicial to the whole That the fireemen at the next elecon Court after
meeting together may repeale the same and enact any other usefull for
the whole and that every Township shall beare their Committees charges
and that such as are not fireemen but have taken the Oath of fidelitie
and are masters of famylies and Inhabitants of the said Townes as they
are to beare their part in the charges of their Committees so to have a
vote in the choyce of them, provided they choose them only of the ffree-
men of the said Towne whereof they are; but if any such Committees
shall be insufficient or troublesome that then the Bench and thother
Committees may dismisse them and the Towne to choose other flreemen
in their place.”

The General Court thus established had only the power to
enact laws, and even those the freemen might repeal on the
next election day. The election of officers still rested with
the people, and the first Tuesday in June was declared the
annual election day. The provision in the above law that
each town should bear the expense of its representatives, and
that the General Court should have the power to expel such of
its members as were inefficient or troublesome, must have
had the wholesome effect of securing for the public service
the most competent men. The provision that a law should
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lie over from one court to the next before its consideration
and enactment, might be adopted to-day as a means of
securing to the State better and more stable laws. Our
futhers seem to have foreseen the evils of that fickle legisla-
tion which now encumbers our statute-book with laws often
repealed in the year after their passage, and which nothing
but a two-thirds’ vote or the approval of two Legislatures, or
the provision in the quoted law of the Pilgrims can effectually
correct.

After 1633, in which year the office of constable was estah-
lished for Plymouth, Duxbury, and Scituate, enactments
relating to town officers applied to all towns which might at
the time have heen incorporated in the colony. Plymouth
had no formal incorporation, and was at first the colony itself.
As new towns were created the government of Plymouth,
including the governor, deputy-governor, assistants, general
court, coroner, treasurer, secretary or clerk, and assessors of
rates, became the government of the whole colony, which
included the various towns within its limits, and Plymouth
took on the form and character of a town. Its first recogni-
tion as a town was in 1633, when Joshua Pratt was chosen to
act as its constable, but at that time its limits were undefined.
The first entries in the town records bear no legible date, and
define the private marks on the cattle belonging to the inhab-
itants. The first dated entry is that of “the last day of
March 1637,” when it was * concluded that Nicholas Snow
should repair the herring ware and divide the herrings.”
The next entry is as follows : —

“At a meeting of the townsmen of New Plymouth
held at the governor’s house, July 16, 1638, all the
inhabitants from Jones River to the Eel River being thereto
(warned) to consider of the disposition of the stock given
by ‘Mr. James Sherley of London merchant to the people
of Plymouth, who had plainly declared by several letters
in his own handwriting that his intent therein was wholly
to the poor of the town of Plymouth,” it was decided that
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for the purposes under consideration, the town should be
considered as extending ““from the land of Wm Pontus and
John Dunham on the south to the outside of New Street on
the north.” The lands of Pontus and Dunham were in the
neighborhood of the present farm of Mr. Thomas O. Jack-
son, and New Street is what is now North. These limits
undoubtedly bounded the settlement at the time of the gift
of Mr. Sherley in 1624, and the vote only intended to con-
strue strictly the words of the gift, and without establishing
any boundaries to the town, as it existed at the time of its
passage, to limit the beneficiaries to those who would have
been entitled to the gift at the time it was made.

In 1640 it was enacted and concluded by the Court that
the bounds of Plymouth towneship shall extend southward
to the bounds of Sandwich towneship, and northward to the
little brook running from Stephen Tracy’s to another little
brook falling into Blackwater from the commons left to Dux-
borrow and the neighborhood thereahouts, and westward
cight miles up into the land from any part of the bay or sea;
always provided that the bounds shall extend so far up into
the woodlands as to enclude the South Meddowes towards
Aggawam, lately discovered and the convenyant uplands
thercabouts.” These limits included the present townships
of Plymouth, Kingston, Plympton, Carver, and a part of
Halifax. The foundation of the earliest towns was a church.
Plymouth itself was settled by a church, and its earliest gov-
ernment was doubtless chiefly ecclesiastical, having little to
record on its book of civil law. A new church was formed
in Duxbhury in 1632; at a later day another in Marshfield ;
and in 1634 a third in Scituate. These churches were the
frames on and around which the towns were built, and the
incorporation of Duxbury, Marshfield, and Scituate followed
in 1637-1640, and 1636, respectively. In some respects
the churches and the towns were identical. The towns
settled the ministers and paid their salaries, and the treas-
urers of the towns collected the parish tax. The original



82 PLYMOUTH COLONY.

church of the town formed the territorial parish, and every
inhabitant was born into, and was included within its fold.
Until 1834 every inhabitant was assumed by law to be a
member of the territorial parish, and paid his parish tax to
the treasurer of the town until he notified the parish com-
mittee in writing that he had attached himself to another.
Subsequent to the settlement of the earlier towns by the
establishment of a church, companies were formed from time
to time which received grants of land from the colony court,
and became the “purchasers,” or * proprietors,” or founders
of towns. These grants conveyed, however, nothing more
than a pre-emption right, and were not to take effect until
the Indians had released their rights and titles by a formal
sale. The *proprietors” organized as an association, sold
lands to settlers, appointed a clerk, and kept full records of
their doings, and, next to the patent of the governor and
council for New England, the Indian deeds, and the colony
grant, these records lie at the foundation of the land titles of
many of the towns in the old colony.

Purchases of land from the Indians required the approval
of the court. The determination to deal fairly and justly
with the natural owners of the soil, and the fear that they
might be defrauded, led the court in 1643 to pass the follow-
ing act, which is worthy of record in this narrative : —

‘* Whereas it is holden very unlawfull and of dangerous consequence
and it hath beene the constant custome from our first begining That no
pson or psons have or ever did purchase, rent or hire any lands, herbage,
wood or tymber of the Natives but by the Majestrates consent. It is
thercfore enacted by the Court that if any pson or psons do hereafter
purchase rent or hyre any lands, herbage, wood or tymber of any of the
Natives in any place within this Government without the consent and
assent of the Court Every such pson or psons shall forfeit five pounds for
every acre which shall be so purchased hyred rented and taken And

for wood and tymber to pay five tymes the value thereof to be leyved to
the Colonies use.”

Lest this law might be misinterpreted and evaded, it was
enacted in 1660 that “in reference unto the law prohibiting
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buying or hiering land of the Indians directly or Indirectly
bearing date 1643 the Court Interpretts those words alsoe to
comprehend under the same penaltie a prohibition of any
mans receiveing any lands under pretence of any gift from
the Indians without the approbation of the Court.” And
indeed it may be stated here that notwithstanding the title
which the Pilgrims acquired under their various patents there
is not a foot of territory within the limits of the old colony
to which they did not secure the right from the Indians by
purchase or treaty, or by conquest in Phillip’s war.

After the grants of land and the confirmation of title by the
Indians, an act of incorporation was granted by the court and
the towns came into being. Sandwich, Barnstable, Yarmouth,
and Taunton were incorporated in 1639 ; Rehoboth, 1645 ;
Eastham, 1646; Bridgewater, 1656; Dartmouth, 1664 ;
Swansea, 1667 ; Middleboro’, 1669 ; Bristol, 1681 ; Little
Compton, 1682; Freetown, 1683 ; Falmouth, 1686; and
these, with Duxbury, Marshfield, and Scituate, complete the
list of towns within the limits of the old colony incorporated
before the union in 1692.

The circumstances of their incorporation may be learned
from their respective histories. This narrative is chiefly
concerned with the development and growth of their govern-
ment and of the various offices found necessary from time to
time for the proper administration of their affairs. In 1640
the duties of constable having multiplied, and the highways
baving largely increased in number and extent, a distinct
board of road surveyors began to he chosen. Not long after
the rates were apportioned among the towns, and each town
had its assessors. In 1641 it was provided by the court that
each town should make competent provision for the support
of its poor, and in 1683 it was enacted that the selectmen
should act as overseers of the poor in their respective towns.
In 1646 the court passed a law requiring each town to appoint
a clerk, whose duty it should be to keep a register of the
day and year of the marriage, birth, and burial of every man,
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woman, and child within the township. And so the town
governments grew, but were by no means complete. Their
functions and powers were exercised by appropriate depart-
ments, but there still seemed to be a necessity for a super-
intending head, which should have such a jurisdiction and
care over the general interests and welfare of the towns as the
colonial government with its increasing duties could no longer
exercise. This superintending head was found in the ** select-
men,” and with their establishment the town governments in
the old colony were finally moulded into the form they wear
to-day, with such changes as have become necessary to
accommodate them to the progress of society and the chang-
ing conditions of the people. Precisely in what year it was
provided by the court that a board of selectmen should he
chosen it is difficult to determine. The book of colony laws
hears the dates for the most part of the three revisions of the
statutes in 1636-1658, and 1671, thus attaching to the laws
the dates of their revision and not of their passage. The law
providing for selectmen is found in the revision of 1671, and
as the first election of those officers in the towns then incor-
porated took place in 1666, it is probable that the year 1665
was the date of its passage. In 1649, however, the inhabit-
ants of the town of Plymouth anticipated the law by the
choice of “seven discreet men whose duty it was to act in
behalf of the town in disposing of lands; to make inquiry
into the state and condition of the poor, to provide for their
comfortable support and to find them employment ; to direct
to the proper means of relief for the aged and decrepid ; and
to attend to the affairs of the town generally.” The law
which followed in 1665 —

«Provided that in every Towne of this Jurisdiction there be three or
five Celectmen chosen by the Townsmen out of the freemen such as shal
be approved by the Court; for the hetter managing of the afaires of the
respective Townships; and that the Celect men in every Towne or the
major parte of them are heerby Impowered to heare and determine all
debtes and differences arising between pson and pson within theire
respective Townshipes not exceeding forty shillings; as also they are
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heerby Impowered to heare and determine all Differences arising
betwixt any Indians and the English of their respective Townshipes
about damage done in corne by the cowes swine or any other beastes
belonging to the Inhabitants of the said respective Townshipes; and that
the determination of the abovesaid Differencies not being satisfied as was
agreed, the party wronged to repaire to some Magistrate for a warrant
to recover such award by distraint; It is further enacted by the Court
That the said Celect men in every Township approved by the Court or
any of them shall have power to give forth sumons in his Majesties name
to require any pson complained of to Attend the hearing of the case and
to sumon witnesses to give Testimony upon that account and to deter-
mine of the controversyes according to legall evidence; and that the
psons complaining shall serve the sumons themselves upon the psons
complained against; and in the case of their non appearance to proceed
on notwithstanding in the hearing and determination of such controver-
syes as comes before them; and to have twelve pence apiece for every
award they agree upon.”

The origin of the title “Selectmen” it is difficult to
determine. It may possibly be referred to the tun-gerefa of
the old Anglo-Saxon township, who, with “the four best
men,” was the legal representatives of the community or to
the * probi homines” of more ancient times. The prefix
*“select ” would seem to indicate the best, the most approved,
but, as in the Massachusetts Colony, they were called, as early
as 1642, “selected townsmen,” it is probable that without
reference to any historic type they were merely the men
appointed, chosen, selected from the townsmen, to have charge
of town affairs.

At a later period of the colony the office of Tithingman
seems to have been established, but its precise functions have
never been satisfactorily defined. It is first mentioned in the
laws of 1682, * with reference to the Indians for their better
regulateing and that they may be brought to live orderly,
soberly and diligetnly.”

«« First it is enacted by this Court and the authoritie thereof in each
Towne of this Jurisdiction where Indians live; some one able discreet
man be appointed by the Court of assistants from time to time as often
as need shzll require to take the oversight and government of the Indians
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in the said Towne according to such lawes orders and instructions as are
or shall be made and given by the General Court.

It is ordered by the Court that the said overseer with the Tithingmen
in that Towne shall have power to heare and determine all causes that may
happen betwixt Indian and Indian Capitalls and titles unto lands onely
excepted alwaies allowing liberty of appeale to any pty greived att theire
Judgment to the Court of Assistants.

It is enacted by the Court; that the said overseer shall have power by
warrant under his hand to command any English Constable in his Town-
ship and all Indian Constables whatsoever to arrest attach summons and
serve executions on the body or goods of any of the Indians for any
matter or cause that may in his Court be heard and detemined;

That in each towne where Indians doe reside every tenth Indian shal
be chosen by the Court of Assistants or said overseer yeerly whoe shall
take the inspection care and oversight of his nine men and present theire
faults and misdemenors to the overseer which said overseer shall keepa
list of the names of the said Tithingmen and those they shall have the
charge of and the said Tithingmen shall be joyned to the overseers in
the administration of Justice and in hearing and determining of causes,
and in case the tythingmen do not agree with the overseer in any case that
may come before them in judgment then the said overseer shall have
negative voyce and such case shall be removed to be determined by the
Court of Assistants.

That the overseer and tithyng men shall appoint Constables of the
Indians yeerly who shall attend their Courts and the said Constables shall
obey all the warrants of the overseer on such penalty as the Court of
Assistants shall inflict.”

The above is the only reference in the laws of the Plymouth
Colony to an office which afterwards played an interesting
part in the provincial history of Massachusetts. Many of the
present generation have the impression that tithingmen were
the collectors of tithes or tenths, which in ancient times were
paid either voluntarily, or under enforcement, for the main-
tenance of worship, or the support of the poor. The origin
of the name is to be found, however, in tenths of population,
and not in tenths of estates, in * tithing” and not in “ tithes.”
A Saxon tithing consisted of ten families, and ten tithings
made up the “hundred.” In the old Colony though the
“hundred” was not revived, it was found desirable in the
management of the Indians to make their "inspection and
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government as rigid as possible, and consequently the number
of families under the oversight of one man was placed at the
convenient number of ten, and the officer in charge was
naturally called a tithing or tenth man. It was an old name
applied to a new office, created to meet new conditions and
exigencies in the life of the colony. So far as the Plymouth
Colony was concerned it was an office established solely for
the government of the Indians, and had no connection either
with the general government of its towns, or, as in later times,
with their ecclesiastical affairs. They were Indians appointed
by the Court of Assistants, and not chosen by the people in
their town meetings; and in addition to their ordinary
police duties, they performed the functionsof a judiciary, and,
in connection with the Indian overseer, also appointed by the
Court of Assistants, constituted a petty court, in which
Indian cases were tried, subject to an appeal by the overseer
to a higher court. ,

After the union of the colonies a law was passed, in 1692,
by the General Court of Massachusetts requiring tithingmen
to be chosen in every town, and their duties were specified as
follows : —

¢« All and every person and persons whatever shall, on the Lord’s day,
carefully apply themselves to duties of religion and piety publicly and
privately, and no tradesman, artificer, laborer, or other person whatever
shall upon the land or otherwise do or exercise any labor, business, or
work of their ordinary callings, nor engage in any game, sport, play, or
recreation on the Lord’s day, or any part thereof (works of necessity and
charity only excepted) upon penalty that every person so offending shall
forfeit five shillings.

No traveller, drover, horse courser, wagoner, butcher, higler, or any
of their servants shall travel on that day, or any part thereof except by
some adversity they were belated and forced to lodge in the woods,
- wilderness, or highways the night before, and in such case to travel no
farther than the next inn, or place of shelter, upon the penalty of twenty
shillings. .

No vintner, innholder, or other person keeping any public house of
entertainment shall encourage, or suffer any of the inhabitants of the

respective towns where they dwell, or others not being strangers or
lodgers in such houses to abide or remain in their houses, yards, orchards,
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or fields drinking or idly spending their time on Saturday night after the
san is set, or on the Lord's day, or the evening following.

All and every justice of the peace, constable, and tithingman are
requlrod to take care that this act, in all the particulars thereof, be duly
observed, as also to restrain all persons from swimming in the water,
and unnecessary and unseasonable walking in the streets or fields.”

In accordance with this law tithingmen were chosen in
Plymouth in 1694, and formed for the first time a part of the
municipal government. In 1698 their powers and duties
were enlarged by the following law : —

“They shall have the power, and it shall be their duty to carefully
inspect all licensed houses, and to inform of all disorders or misdemean-
ors which they shall discover, or know to be committed in them, or any
of them, to a justice of the peace, or sessions of the peace within the same
county, as also of all such as shall sell by retail without license, and
other disorders or misdemeanors committed in any such house; and in
like manner to prevent or inform of all idle or disorderly persons, pro-
fane swearers, or cursers, Sabbath breakers, and the like offenders, to the
intent such offences or misdemeanors may be duly punished and dis-
couraged; every of which tithingman shall be sworn before & justice of
the peace, or at the sessions of the peace, to the faithful discharge of his
office, which tithingmen shall have a black staff two feet in length tipped
at one end with brass, and provided by the Selectmen at the expense of
the town.”

After a lapse of years, without any apparent change in the
law, the office gradually lapsed into that of a sort of eccle-
siastical constable, and its jurisdiction and powers were
limited to Saturday evening and the Sabbath. They con-
tinued, however, to be chosen by towns at their annamal
meetings, and a record of their election is to be found on the
Plymouth books as late as 1835. It is probable that the
gradually changing sentiment of the people with regard to
the observance of the Sabbath was aided by the subdivision
of the old territorial parish in bringing about the abolition
of the office. Persons still living remember, however, those
Sunday constables whom they avoided in the illicit Sabbath-
walks of their youth, and whose rods they felt if asleep, or
guilty of indecorous conduct in church. Professor Adams
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of Johns Hopkins University, in an intelligent discussion of
the origin and nature of the office says, that in some towns
the tithingman’s rod had a squirrel’s tail at one end for the
purpose of awaking women sleeping in church, and a deer’s
foot at the other, to be applied to the heads of the sterner
sex. A lady in Plymouth has heard her father say that
when ten years of age he was sent by his mother with the
family foot-stove to the church one Sunday morning, and
told to go to a friend’s house before coming home and borrow
a book. On his way he met Joshua Thomas, afterwards for
many years judge of Probate for Plymouth County, then one
of the tithingmen, who arrested him, with the threat of pun-
ishing him for being in the streets by compelling him to sit on
the pulpit stairs during the morning service. In excusing
himself he said that he was on an errand for his mother to
borrow a book, but the officer was inexorable until he learned
that the book was the life of Abel, when he at once relented,
and sent the boy on his way. The office has, during the last
forty years, been unknown in New England towns, and with
the hog constable, or hogreeve, has disappeared. The latter
office, established 1705, and rendered necessary by the large
number of swine permitted, by the custom of the times, to
wander through the streets, was continued up to a very
recent date, but much longer than the exigency of the case
required. In its later years it was wholly a sinecure, and
usually filled in the humors of a town-meeting by the latest
or most conspicuous bridegroom in the village. Those who
express surprise that the necessity for such an office should
have existed in New England towns within the present
century, will scarcely credit the statement, that within
twenty-five years it would have been no sinecure in the
largest city of the Union.

In closing this chapter of our narrative, it will not be out
of place to refer to the records of the colony and town from
which much of its material has been culled. The records of
the Plymouth Colony consist of eighteen manuscript
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volumes. Six of these contain all the proceedings of the
General Court and of the Court of Assistants, and cover a
period extending from 1633 to 1691, with the exception of the
time between October, 1686, and June, 1689, covered by the
administration of Andros. Until January, 1637, they were
kept by the governors of the colony, and are chiefly in the
handwriting of William Bradford, Edward Winslow, and
Thomas Prence. In 1638 Nathaniel Souther was chosen
secretary or clerk, and from that time to 1645 they were
kept by him, and are in his handwriting. In 1645 Nathaniel
Morton was chosen secretary, and kept the records until his
death, in 1685. His successor, Nathaniel Clark, followed in
the office by Samuel Sprague, completed the six volumes of
the Court Records of the old colony. Six more of the
eighteen manuscript volumes contain a record of deeds of
estates after 1626. The first volume opens with a rough plan
of “the meersteads and garden plots of those which came
first layd out 1620 ; the Falles of their grounds which came
first over in the May-Floure according as their lotes were cast
1623 ; the fales of their grounds which came in the Fortune
according as their Lots were cast 1623 ; and the fales of their
grounds which came over in the shipe called the Anne accord-
ing as their lots were cast 1623.” These opening entries were
made by Governor Bradford in 1627 when the record of deeds
was begun, and having been probably made from memory may
contain some errors. The deeds as well as the court pro-
ceedings were recorded for the most part by the governors
and secretaries of the colony. Four more of the eighteen
contain a record of wills and inventories, and were written by
the same hands. One more contains the judicial acts of the
General Court and Court of Assistants, from 1636 to 1692,
in the handwriting of the different secretaries; the treasurer’s
accounts from 1658 to 1686 by various bands, and a record
of births, deaths, and marriages, in the several towns of the
colony as they were returned by the town clerks, subsequent
to 1647. The pages containing the records before that date
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have been destroyed. The last volume is the book of colony
laws, from 1623 to 1682, and is chiefly in the handwriting of
Winslow, Souther, and Morton. Of these volumes, nine,
including the six of the Court Records, the first volume of
dceds, the volume of judicial acts, births, deaths, and
marriages, and the volume of laws have been copied and
published by order of the General Court, together with the
“acts of the commissioners of the united colonies of New
England,” in two volumes, which, though not strictly records
of the old colony, relate to proceedings in which that colony
had an interest and performed its part. It is very desirable
that theremaining five volumes of deeds, and the four volumes
of wills and inventories, written in a hand difficult for an
untrained eye to decipher, should be added to the published
list. The former contain the records of purchases of land
from the Indians, which really lie at the foundation of nearly
all our titles, and the latter open a field for research into the
customs and ways of living, in the early days of the colony,
which has never been satisfactorily explored. The original
records are kept in the Plymouth Registry of Deeds. At
the time of the union of the colonies, in 1692, they were left
in the hands of Samuel Spmgue, the last secretary, who
retained them until his death, jn September, 1710. Immedi-
ately after his death, in the same month, the general quarter
sessions of the peace, within the county of Plymouth,
ordered Nathaniel Thomas to take them into his care and
custody, until further orders should be given concerning them.
In November following, the Justices of the Peace for the
counties of Plymouth, Barnstable, and Bristol, petitioned the
General Court to have them “ kept and lodged in the town of
Plymouth, which was the head town of the said Colony of
Plymouth and where the said Records were wont to be kept.”
On this petition it was ordered, *that the Bookes, Records
and files of the General Court of the late Colony of New
Plymouth be committed to the custody of the Clerk of the
Inferiour Court of the County of Plymouth for the time
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being he dwelling in Plymouth, a perfect schedule thereof
being made, with an Indent to be passed for the same to the
Justices of the said Court. And that the clerk be Impowred
to Transcribe and Attest Copys of the said Records for any
that shall desire the same upon paying the Established Fees.”

The records of the town of Plymouth up to the present
generation consist of ten volumes, six containing the pro-
ceedings of the town at its various meetings, and four devoted
to a record of the births, deaths, and marriages. = During the
present generation, in accordance with provisions of law, the
entries of births and deaths and marriages are made in sep-
arate books. The record of the proceedings of town meet-
ings begun in 1638, and was kept until 1645, by Nathaniel
Souther, who, as secretary of the colony, acted also as clerk
of the town. From 1645 to 1679 they were kept by Na-
thaniel Morton, the successor of Nathaniel Souther in the
office of secretary. In 1679 Mr. Morton was formally
chosen town clerk, in accordance with the law of 1646,
which had apparently never been complied with, and from
that time to 1685, the year of his death, he continued to
keep the records. At the time of his election it was voted
“that all acts, orders, grants of land, and all other particu-
lars entered in our town book heretofore, shall be authentic
and good in law as if they had been entered by a clerk under
oath.” This vote illustrates the crude methods of the early
colonial times, when a town by its vote declared its own acts,
done in violation of law, legal and valid. From 1685 to
1723 Thomas Faunce, the worthy elder of the church, held
the office of town clerk, and kept the records. The volumes
containing the births, deaths, and marriages, though opened
by Mr. Faunce in 1685, contain entries as early as 1662.
Mr. Souther and Mr. Morton, his predecessors, were con-
tent, as secretaries of the colony, with the records made by
them in the colonial books, and doubtless saw no necessity
for duplicating them in the hooks of the town. Mr. Faunce,
acting only as town clerk, opened a distinct book of records,
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and added such entries as far back as 1662 as he might have
found on memoranda kept by Mr. Morton. Thus the rec-
ords of the town, supplemented by the records of the colony,
make up a substantially correct, though somewhat incomplete
list of the births, deaths, and marriages during the colonial
period. These are still further supplemented by the records
of the first church, which cannot with safety be overlooked
by either the genealogist or historian.
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‘ CHAPTER 1IV.
Church History. — History of Schools. — Fire Department.

In such a history of the churches of Plymouth as it is
possible to include in our narrative, nothing more than a
passing allusion can be made to the English root from which
they sprang. The story of the little band of non-conformists,
meeting Sabbath after Sabbath in the Manor House at
Scrooby, is a familiar one. Side by side with ‘that simple
faith, enduring courage and fidelity to conscience, which its
narration depicts, as the prominent features of the Pilgrim
character, there is also disclosed a vein of charity and love,
illuminating the whole like the rays of light in a picture,
which charm the eye and touch the heart with their warmth
and feeling. A community of men and women permeated by
the spirit of Christian liberality displayed by their pastor,
Robinson, in his farewell sermon, had no room in their hearts
for that bigotry, the father of persecution, with which they
have been freely charged. “Brethren,” said he, “we are now
quickly to part from one another, and whether I may ever
live to see your faces on earth any more, the God of heaven
only knows ; but whether the Lord hath appointed that or
not, I charge you before God and His blessed angels that you
follow me no farther than you have seen me follow the Lord
Jesus Christ. If God reveal anything to you by any other
instrument of His be as ready to receive it as ever you were
to receive any truth by my ministry; for I am fully per-
suaded, I am very confident, that the Lord has more truth
yet to break forth out of His holy word. For my part I
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cannot sufficiently bewail the condition of the Reformed
Churches, who are come to a period in religion, and will go
no farther than the instruments of their reformation. The
Lutheran cannot be drawn to go beyond what Luther saw ;
whatever part of His will was good, God has revealed to
Calvin, they will rather die than embrace it; and the Cal-
vinists, you see, stick fast where they were left by that great
man of God, who yet saw not all things.” This was the
spirit which characterized the Plymouth Colonists, chastened
and purified as they had been by the fires of persecution and
the hardships of exile, until overrun by the narrower Puritan
spirit of Massachusetts Bay, the harshness and severity of
which, however, it served to mitigate and soften.

Before leaving Holland William Brewster was appointed
ruling Elder of the church, and during the earlier years of
the Plymouth settiement public worship was conducted under
his ministrations. Robinson was not permitted to join his
people, the hope being entertained by those in authority in
England that without their pastor they might fall back into
the forms and faith of the Established Church. It is possible,
too, that Brewster, to whom the publication of interdicted
books had been traced, was not allowed to bring his printing-
press with him, lest New England might become the fountain
and source of streams of dangerous doctrine. Robinson,
being still considered the pastor of the Plymouth Church,
was represented until his death, in 1625, by Brewster, who
acted afterwards in his capacity as Elder until 1629, when
Ralph Smith, who had come over with Higginson in the
Talbot in that year, became the first settled minister. In
1624 the adventurers in London, however, had sent over in
the Ann with Edward Winslow, on his return from a short
visit to England, a Mr. John Lyford, to serve as the minister
of the colony. He was soon found to be an unfit man for the
position, and was summarily dismissed. In 1628 a Mr.
Rogers was sent from England, but as stated by Bradford, it
was found “on trial that he was crazed in his braine, so they
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were forced to be at further charge to send him back again
the next year.” Mr. Smith was a graduate of the University
of Cambridge in 1613, and a man of learning. He was by no
means, however, as far advanced as the Pilgrims in the
movement of separation from the English Church, and after
a ministry of seven years, left their Church in 1636, though
he remained in Plymouth several years afterwards, engaged
in a controversy with Samuel Gorton, an active religious dis-
turber, who, after a short residence in Plymouth, removed to
Rhode Island.

Up to the time of the close of the ministry of Mr. Smith
it is probable that the meeting-house erected, in 1622, on
Burial (then Fort Hill), and which, with guns mounted on
its top, served the purpose of a fortress as well as church,
continued to be used as a place of public worship. It is
probable that occasionally the Common-house, at the foot of
Leyden Street, was used for worship, and tradition states
that in this house Robert Cushman preached the sermon
during his short visit in the autumn of 1621, published in
London in 1622, which enjoys the distinction of having been
the first sermon preached in New England, and being the corner-
stone of American literature. In 1637 the first church was
erected, which stood on the spot of ground now covered by
the tower of Odd Fellows’ Hall, and the store of Hatch &
Shaw. Mr. Smith, while living in Plymouth, occupied a
house standing on a lot south of the present Unitarian
Meeting-house, nearly on the site now occupied by Charles
P. Harlow. He had lands also granted to him by the court
near New Fields, which were appurtenant to his homestead,
and intended with that to be occupied by him during his
ministry. During the three years of the service of Mr.
Smith, from 1631 to 1634, Roger Williams officiated as his
assistant, but finding the atmosphere of Plymouth too liberal
for the display of his rigid policy, asked and received in the
latter year his dismission, and went to Salem. Mr. Williams
was born in Wales between 1599 and 1603, and, under the
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patronage of Sir Edward Coke, was elected a scholar in
Sutton’s Hospital (now the Charter House), in 1621, and
was matriculated in Pembroke College, Cambridge, in
1625, where he took the degree of Buchelor of Arts in 1627.
He came from Bristol to Boston in the ship Lyon in 1631,
and his arrival is noted by Winthrop as that of a “godly
minister.” The fiction of his persecution by the Pilgrims has
been so often repeated that it is difficult now to substitute
the true story that the Christian charity, which tolerated in
the Plymouth Colony even open adherents to the English
Church, offended his bigoted spirit, and drove him to more
congenial climes.

In 1635, about the time of the close of the ministry of
Mr. Smith, John Norton, an eminent divine, landed at
Plymouth from the ship Hopewell, and was earnestly solicited
to settle as its minister. After preaching a few months he
removed to Ipswich and was there ordained. Mr. Norton
was born in Starford and bred at Peter House in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, where he received his degree in 1624.
After the death of John Cotton he was called to Boston as
his successor in the First Church, and died in 1663. After
the departure of Mr. Norton, John Rayner, a graduate of
Magdalen College, Cambridge, was settled and continued his
ministry until 1654. He occupied the house previously
occupied by Mr. Smith, deeds of which are to be found in
the old colony records, under date of 1641, from Mr. Smith
to John Doane, the agent of the church, and from Mr. Doane
to Mr. Rayner. The record of title of this estate up to the
present time is unbroken. John Rayner, son of the minister,
a graduate of Harvard in 1663, conveyed it in 1667 to George
Bonum, whose succeeding grantees will be found in the
chapter containing titles of estates. From 1638 to 1641
Charles Chauncy was associated with Mr. Rayner in the
ministry, having arrived at Plymouth from England in
December, 1637. Mr. Chauncy was born at Yardly, about
thirty miles from London, and baptized in 1592. He was
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bred at Westminster School, and took his degree at Cam-
bridge in 1613. He began a clericul life at Marston St.
Lawrence, and held the vicarage of Ware from 1627 to 1634.
For non-conformity in non-essentials he was driven from this
valuable living by Archbishop Laud, and came to New
England. He married Catherine, daughter of Robert Eyre,
who, accompanied by her daughter Sarah, and three sons,
Isaac, Ichabod, and Barnabas, came to America with her
husband. Two sons, Elnathan and Nathaniel, twins, were
born in Plymouth. After three years’ service Mr. Chauncy
removed to Scituate, where he closed his ministry in 1654 to
take the position of President of Harvard College. In this
post he died in 1672, at the age of seventy-nine. In Scituate a
son, Israel, and a daughter, Hannah, were born, and in various
years, from 1651 to 1661, his six sons were graduated at
Harvard.

Up to this time three churches had been formed out of the
parent church, those in Duxbury and Marshfield in 1632, and
that of Eastham in 1644. After the departure of Mr.
Reyner there was no settled minister in Plymouth until the
arrival of John Cotton, in 1667. During the interval the
pulpit was supplied by James Williams and William Brims-
mead, the latter a native of Dorchester and a graduate of
Harvard, in the class of 1654. Mr. Brimsmead preached
five years in Plymouth, from 1660 to 1665, and removed to
Marlboro, where he was ordained in 1666 and died in 1701.
In 1667 John Cotton, a former pastor at Weathersfield, a
graduate of Harvard in the class of 1657, and son of John
Cotton, of Boston, was settled, and continued his ministry
until 1697. During his term of service the old church was
taken down, in 1683, and a new one built on substantially the
site of the present Unitarian Church. No drawing of this
church has been preserved, but it is described as
having been forty-five feet by forty on the floor, sixteen feet
in the walls, unceiled, with a Gothic roof, diamond glass
windows, and a small cupola and bell. Mr. Cotton lived,
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while in Plymouth, in the parsonage house, which stood on tke
spot of ground on the north side of Leyden Street, now
occupied by LeBaron’s alley and the easterly part of the
house of Isaac Brewster. This estate was granted condition-
ally to Mr. Cotton by the town in 1673, and afterwards in
1680, without conditions or restrictions, and was finally sold
by his heirs after his death. Mr. Cotton left Plymouth in
1697, and died in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1699. In
1696 the church in Plympton was formed under the pastorate
of Isaac Cushman, and this was the fourth offshoot from the
old church.

In 1699 Ephraim Little, of Marshfield, a graduate of the
Harvard class of 1695, was settled, and continued his ministry
till his death, on the 23d of November, 1723. Mr. Little
engaged largely in the purchase and sale of real estate, and
occupied several houses during his residence in Plymouth.
Among them was a house standing on the site of the Burgess
house, at the corner of Training Green, and one which stood
on what is now the garden of Albert C. Chandler, on Court
Street. He was the first minister who died in Plymouth,
and his gravestone may be found on Burial Hill by the side
of that of Rev. James H. Bugbee. In 1717, during the
pastorate of Mr. Little, the Jones River parish was set off,
and was the fifth church springing from the Pilgrim Church.
The first minister of this new society was Joseph Stacy, a
graduate of Harvard in 1719, who was ordained November
3, 1720. On the 29th of July, 1724, Nathaniel Leonard
of Norton, a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1719, was
ordained as the successor of Mr. Little, and continued his
pastorate till 1755, when on account of failing health he asked
his dismission, and returned to Norton. In 1731 a church
was formed at Manomet Ponds, which, in 1747, settled Jona-
than Ellis as its pastor, a graduate of Harvard in 1737.
This was the sixth scion of the parent stock, but, in conse-
quence of the incorporation of new towns where others were
located, became the Second Church of Plymouth. Following
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the career of this church, before proceeding with the history
of the parent church, Mr. Ellis was succeeded by Elijah -
Packard, of Bridgewater, a graduate of Harvard in the class
of 1750. Mr. Packard continued his ministry till 1756, and
after an interval of thirteen years, was succeeded, in 1770,
by Rev. Ivory Hovey, a graduate of Harvard in the class of
1735, who had been previously settled in Rochester, from
1740 to 1769. The successor of Mr. Hovey was ‘Seth Stet-
son, who was ordained July 18, 1804. At that time the
church stood at the fork of the roads opposite the present
church, on the westerly side of the main road. The original
church, built in 1737, stood on an old road leading from what
is now the Taylor estate to the Brook neighborhood, and the
ancient burying ground may be found near the estate of Israel
Clark. The present church was built in 1826. Mr. Stetson
was succeeded by Harvey Bushnell, in 1821, who again was
succeeded hy Moses Partridge, in 1824. Mr. Partridge died
in the same year, and was succeeded by Joshua Barret,
in 1826, who was followed by Gaius Conant. Mr. Conant
was succeeded by John Dwight, and Mr. Dwight by J. L.
Arms. Charles Greenwood, Daniel H. Bahcock, John M.
Lord, Sylvester Holmes, S. W. Cozzens, S. W. Powell,
Asa Mann, and T. S. Robie, the last of whom is the present
incumbent, complete the list of those who have been engaged
in the ministry of this church.

Mr. Leonard, during his residence in Plymouth, occupied
for a time a house standing on the corner of Court Square,
on the site of the Russell House, and afterwards the house on
Leyden Street, now owned by Louisa S. Jackson, which he
built. In 1744, during his pastorate, a portion of his society,
dissatisfied with the peculiar revival practices encouraged by
him, drew off and formed a new society. A church was
built on the north side of Middle Street, precisely on the site
of Spooner’s Alley, and Thomas Frink, of Rutland, Vermont,
was installed its pastor. Mr. Frink was a Harvard graduate
in the class of 1722, and remained in his pastorate four years.
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In 1749, he was succeeded by Jacob Bacon, of Keene, New
Hampshire, of the Harvard class of 1731. Mr. Bacon con-
tinued his services till 1776, when after preaching in what is
now Carver eighteen months, he went to Rowley, where he
died, in 1787, at the age of eighty-one. In a few years after
the departure of Mr. Bacon, the church was abandoned and
the society returned to the organization from which it sprang.
In the same year in which the church in Middle Street was
built, the old society took down the church in Town Square
and erected a new one on the same site.

The successor of Mr. Leonard in the First Church was
Chandler Robbins of Branford, Connecticut, a graduate at
Yale, who was ordained on the 30th of January, 1760. The
parsonage house, now owned and occupied by H. W. Weston,
was built by the church in anticipation of the advent of Mr.
Robbins, and was occupied by him until 1788, when he built
the house on the opposite side of the street, now owned and
occupied by James M. Atwood, and occupied it until his death,
in 1799. In 1794, during his pastorate, a movement was
made to form a new society which, frustrated for a time, was
renewed in 1801, the year of the settlement of James Kendall
of Sterling, as the successor of Mr. Robbins, and resulted in
the formation on the 30th of March, 1802, of the Third Con-
gregational Society of Plymouth, under an act of incorpora-
tion of that date. Before erecting a church this society
petitioned the town for permission to build on Training Green,
and the report of the committee, to whom the petition was
referred illustrates the toleration in earlier times of different
shades of belief within the limits of the same church organi-
zation. The committee say “that part of the commission,
which relates to the sale of Training Green and purchasing a
new training field, your committee, after having fully discussed
the subject, consider as inexpedient at this time. To comply
with the request of the applicants by granting a lot on Train-
ing Green, for the purpose mentioned, would, in the opinion
of your committee, not only preclude the town under what-
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ever circumstances it may be from opposing the prosecution
of that object, but would sanction the separation of a small
number of persons on principles that do not appear to be sub-
stantial and well founded. If religious societies are to be
split up into divisions, merely for a variance of sentiment in
certain polemic speculations, about which the greatest and
best men in all ages of the Christian church have differed, each
Christian must consecrate his own dwelling as his sanctuary,
for scarcely two of the best-informed Christians can be found
precisely to agree on every controverted point.”

In 1802 the Third Society built their church on the westerly
side of the Green, and on the 12th of -May, in that year,
settled Adoniram Judson as their pastor. Mr. Judson was
succeeded in 1818 by William T. Torrey, whose pastorate
continued four years. Mr. Torrey was succeeded in 1824 by
Frederick Freeman, whose pastorate closed in 1833. Mr.
Freeman was followed by Thomas Boutelle, who was again
followed, in 1837, by Robert B. Hall. During the term of
Mr. Hall, in 1840, the present church was built and dedicated
under the name of “ The Church of the Pilgrimage,” and a
new society formed, called the Society of the Pilgrimage,
which name the Third Congregational Church now bears.
In 1844 Mr. Hall was succeeded by Charles S. Porter, who
continued his pastorate till 1855, when he was followed by
Joseph B. Johnson. The pastorate of Mr. Johnson termi-
nated in two years, and he was succeeded by Nathaniel B.
Blanchard, who remained until 1860. In 1861 P. C. Head-
ley assumed the supply of the pulpit for a few months, and
was followed by W. W. Woodworth, whose services extended
to March, 1864. In the autumn of that year, David Bremner
was installed and remained four years. In 1870 George A.
Tewsbury was installed and still remains the faithful and
beloved pastor of the church.

The Third Congregational Church may be said to have been
the parent of three children, the Eel River Church, organized
in 1814, of which Benjamin Whitmore was the first minister ;
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the Robinson Church organized in 1830, and the Episcopal
Church established in 1844. Perhaps, however, the latter is
an offshoot from the Third Church in no other sense than that
Robert B. Hall, the former minister of that church, and a few
of its members, made up the principal part of the new organ-
ization. The first introduction of the Episcopal service into
Plymouth was in 1755, when, on the 6th of January, the feast
of the Epiphany, E. Thompson, under the auspices of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, held a service in
what is now the Town House, and the High Sheriff, the Chief
Magistrates, and about three hundred citizens attended. The
next occasion of a service was about 1832, when George W.
Freeman, brother of Frederick Freeman then the minister of
the Third Church, afterwards missionary bishop of Arkansas
and Texas, preached. On the 18th of August, 1844, Theo-
dore W. Snow held a service in Leyden Hall, and on the
15th of November, in that year, a society was formed at the
house of Robert B. Hall, and on the 13th of April, 1846,
Mr. Snow was chosen the Rector. On the 3d of October,
1846, the church in Russell Street was consecrated, and since
that time Mr. Snow, Samuel Clark, Thomas L. Franklin,
Benjamin F. Cooley, G. W. E. Fisse, Benjamin B. Babbit,
Robert B. Hall, William H. Brooks, John Downey, James
A. Sanderson, and J. E. Wilkinson have been its ministers.
The church at Eel River, which during the ministry of Mr.
Whitmore was divided, is now reunited and enjoying a season
of prosperity under the care of Rev. H. B. Jones. The Rob-
inson church organized, as above stated, in 1830, survived the
pastorate of Charles I. Warren, Lucius Clark, John Avery,
and Cyrus Mann, and after its final dissolution its church, built
in 1830, was sold in 1852 to the Methodist Episcopal Society,
which now occupies it. '

Returning now to the First Church, from whose history the
writer has digressed in the above sketches of its offshoots,
James Kendall, of Sterling, was ordained as the successor of
Mr. Robbins on the 1st of January, 1800, and continued in
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the pastorate until his death, in 1859. Mr. Kendall was a
graduate of Harvard in 1796, and a tutor in the college at the
time of his invitation to settle in Plymouth. He occupied the
parsonage house on Leyden Street during his entire term of
service, and was its last occupant under the ownership of the
church. In 1838 George W. Briggs, a graduate at Brown
University, became colleague pastor with Dr. Kendall, and
remained in Plymouth until 1852. Mr. Briggs was succeeded
by William H. Myrick in 1853, and Mr. Mynick in turn by
George S. Ball of Upton. Mr. Ball was followed by Edward
H. Hall of Providence, a graduate of Harvard in the class of
1851, and Mr. Hall by Frederick N. Knapp of the Harvard
class of 1843. In 1878 Edmund Q. S. Osgood of Cohasset, of
the Harvard class of 1875, was ordained, and is still the pastor
of the church. In 1831 the church of this society built in 1744
was taken down and the present one built on the old site.

The Baptist Society of Plymouth was organized at the
house of Heman Churchill, on the 9th of June, 1809. TUntil
its church in Spring Street was buiit, in 1822, its meetings
were held chiefly at Old Colony Hall, in Market Street. Its
first minister, Lewis Leonard, of Middleboro’, was suc-
ceeded, in 1818, by Adoniram Judson, who had then left the
pulpit of the. Third Church, and Mr. Judson, in turn, by
Stephen S. Nelson, in 1820. Benjamin C. Grafton followed
in 1823, and was succeeded, in 1829, by Thomas Conant.
In 1835 Elisha Cushman was settled, and was succeeded, in
1838, by Horatio N. Loring, who left in 1839. Joseph M.
Driver came next in order, and was followed, in 1842, by Ira
Person. Adiel Harvey followed Mr. Person in 1845, whose
pastorate continued till 1855. In 1856 B. A. Edwards, in
1861 C. C. Williams, in 1862 R. A. Patterson, in 1863 E.
Humphrey, in 1868 R. B. Moody, in 1875 B. P. Byram, and
in 1880 H. W. Coffin, the present incumbent, complete the
list of ministers of this society. In 1861 the church on
Spring Street, built in 1822, was burned, and in 1865 the
present commodious church was built.
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The Plymouth branch of the Methodist Episcopal Church
was organized December 4, 1842, by Frederick Upham, pre-
siding elder, who appointed E. B. Bradford, of Duxbury,
preacher in charge, until a preacher could be appointed by
the Conference. For some years the meetings of the church
were held in Old Colony Hall, the rooms over Bramhall’s
shoe-store, and in the building now occupied by the high
school. In 1843 Plymouth was made a mission station, and
Nelson Goodrich appointed preacher in charge. Mr. Good-
rich remained until 1845, but for want of a suitable place of
worship no preacher was again appointed until 1852, when
Lorenzo White was sent to Plymouth by the Conference, the
society having bought, in that year, the church of the Rob-
inson society. Since that time the various preachers assigned
by the Conference to Plymouth have been Moses Chase,
William Kellen, Carlos Banning, Edward H. Hatfield, E. K.
Colby, Robert Clark, Thomas Sleeper, Franklin Gavett,
George F. Pool, Henry F. Martin, William Liversey, T. M.
House, A. W. Mills, George A. Morse, John W. Malcom,
James O. Thompson, F. A. Crafts, J. H. Allen, and the
present incumbent, Walter J. Yates.

The Universalist Socicty was formed on the 10th of March,
1822. In August, 1824, Massena Ballou was engaged to
preach for six months, and in 1826 the society was incorpo-
rated. William Morse followed Mr. Ballou in 1825, and in
1826, after the erection in that year of their church in Ley-
den Street, Juames H. Bughee was ordained, and continued
his pastorate until his death, in 1834. Albert Case succeeded
Mr. Bugbee, and was followed by Russell Tomlinson, who
resigned his pastorate in 1867. In 1869 A. Bosserman took
charge of the pulpit, and was followed, in 1872, by Alpheus
8. Nickerson. In 1874 George L. Smith was engaged to
preach, and was succeeded by A. H. Sweetser in 1877,
who was followed by the present pastor, W. W. Hayward.

In 1825 the “Christian Society ” was formed, and in 1827
the church was built by them on Pleasant Street, which they
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now occupy. Their first minister was Joshua V. Himes, of
New Bedford, who was followed by Timothy Cole, George
W. Kelton, and Elders Baker, Sanborn, and Goodwin. In
1843 the Second Advent Society organized in that year, joined
with the Christian Society, and for a timic held Sunday ser-
vices with them under the pastoral care of II. L. Hastings.
After the lapse of two or three years the Advent Society
retired to Odd Fellows’ Hall in High Street, where they
remained until about the year 1868, for a part of the time
under the pastorate of George A. Brown. In 1868, or about
that time, they reunited with the Christians, and have con-
tinued in the occupation of the church on Pleasant Street,
under the name of the * Christian Society.”

The African Methodist Society was organized in 1866, and
until 1871 occupied a building fitted up for a chapel near the
grounds of the Plymouth Mills. In the latter year they
purchased and converted into a church the gymnasium build-
ing near the reservoir, and have occupied it since that time.
Their ministers have been William Johnson, Else-
more, Ebenezer Ruby, Francis, Joshua Hale, D. N.
Mason, E. P. Greenwich, Israel Derrick, Isaac Emery, Jere-
miah B. Hill, and the present incumbent, Henry Buckner.

It only remains to mention, besides the society worship-
ping in the church near the Russell Mills in Eel River,
organized by William Faunce, the Catholic Society, whose
church on Court Street was erected in 1874. This society,
organized and presided over until his death, in 1879, by
James C. Murphy, and afterwards by D. B. Kennedy,
assisted by John D. Colbert, is now under the charge of
Father P. J. Halley.

Next to the church, the most important feature in the life
of Plymouth has been its schools. While the Pilgrims lived
in Holland, poor in worldly goods, and surrounded by a
people with customs and language foreign to their own, they
were necessarily charged with the education of their children.
Though William Bradford pursued in Leyden the trade of




HISTORY OF SCHOOLS. 107

fustian-maker, or cotton-weaver, Robert Cushman and Wil-
liam White that of wool-carder, Samuel Fuller that of say or
silk-maker, and Edward Winslow and William Brewster that
of printer, they were all undoubtedly men of education and
learning, who had, in their voluntary exile, adopted occupa-~
tions in strong contrast with the positions and professions
abandoned in their English homes. The practice of family
education they brought with them to the New World, and
kept up with conscientious fidelity, until the growth of the
colony, and the introduction of new elements into its compo-
sition, rendered the establishment of public schools indis-
pensable to its welfare and safety. The fact that William
Bradford, 2d, and Josiah Winslow, both of whom reached
high military and civil honors in the colony, Thomas Cush-
man, who became a learned elder of the church, and Samuel
Fuller, Jr., Nathaniel Southworth, and Thomas Southworth,
were reared under parental education alone, is a proof of its
high character, and of the attainments of the fathers and
guardians by whom it was conducted. .

The first allusion in the Old Colony records to schools is
under date of 1635, when it was ordered by the Court, “that
Benjamin Eaton, with his mother’s consent, is put to Bridget
Fuller, being to keep him at school two years, and employ
him after in such service as she saw gdod, and he shall be
fit for.”

Benjamin Eaton was a boy eight years of age, the son of
Francis Eaton, who died in 1633. Ilis mother married Francis
Billington in 1634, and it seems probable that after her sec-
ond marriage the court assumed the guardianship of the boy,
and undertook the responsibility of securing for him proper
training and instruction. The fact that no further allusion to
schools is made in the records until 1663 has been accepted
by some as a proof that none were established in the colony
until that date. To substantiate such an idea, either the
order of court concerning Benjamin Eaton must be over-
looked, or the words “keep him at school two years” must
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be construed to mean “that he must be instructed in the
fumily,” and not sent to a school taught by a regular teacher.
It is probable that, bhefore the date referred to, private
schools were taught with quite as efficient teachers as the first
public schools of a later day, and supported entirely by pay-
ment for instruction, instead of in part, as was the case with
the later public schools in the colony.

In 1663 “it was proposed by the court unto the several
townships in this jurisdiction, as a thing that they ought to
take into their serious consideration, that some course may be
taken that in every town there may be a schoolmaster set up
to train up children to reading and writing.”

At that time there were twelve incorporated towns in the
colony, — Plymouth, Duxbury, Scituate, Sandwich, Marsh-
field, Barnstable, Yarmouth, Taunton, Rehoboth, Eastham,
Bridgewater, and Middleboro, and it may be assumed
that there was no public school in either. No action, how-
ever, was taken under this proposition, and in 1670 the court
made a grant “of all such profits as might or should annually
accrue to the colony from time to timne for fishing with nets
or seines at Cape Cod for mackerel, bass, or herrings, to be
improved for and towards a free school in some town in this
Jurisdiction, provided a beginning were made within one year
of the grant.”

In August, 1671, John Morton, son of John Morton, of
Middleborough, and nephew of Secretary Nathaniel Morton,
who was born and had been reared in the colony, repeated
an offer previously made, to “erect and keep a school for the
teaching of the children and youth of the town to read and
write and cast accounts.”

On the 20th of May, 1672, the town “did agree and unan-
imously vote and conclude that their lands at Sipican and
Agawam, and places adjacent, the profits and benefits thereof,
shall be improved and employed for and towards the main-
tenance of a free school now begun or erected at Plymouth,
and that the profits and benefits thereof shall no way he
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estranged from the said use, so long as there shall be occasion
to use it for that end and in that behalf.”

After a short term of service Mr. Morton was succeeded
by Ammi Ruhamah Corlet, who was a graduate of Harvard
in the class of 1670. Elijah Corlet, father of Ammi, was
bred at Lincoln College, Oxford, and followed the profession
of teacher in Cambridge and other places from 1641 until
1687, the year of his death. This school, first taught by
Mr. Morton, though in later years partly supported by a
price of tuition, is believed to have been the first absolutely
free public school established in New England. In 1673 it
was ordered by the court “that the charge of this free school,
which is thirty-three pounds a year, shall be defrayed by the
treasurer of the profits arising by the fishing of the Cape,
until such time as the minds of the freemen be known
concerning it which will be returned to the next court of
election.”

In 1674 it was voted by the town that * whereas at a town
meeting May 20, 1672, the profits and benefits of the lands
at Sipican and Agawam and places adjucent were given
towards the maintenance and encouragement of the free
school at Plymouth, the town declares that their grant was
only of the lands there and thereabouts which were pur-
chased by the town of the Indians before the said May 20,
1672, and they do desire and authorize Capt. Bradford the
Selectmen William Clark and Joseph Warren to do their
utmost to improve the said lands for the attaining of the
ends propounded, namely that their children be perfected in
reading, when they are entered the Bible, and also that they
be taught to write and cypher and that which the country
expects from the said school.”

After the term of Mr. Corlet had expired, Moses Hale, a
son of John Hale of Newbury, and a graduate of Harvard in
the class of 1699, taught the Plymouth school for a year or
more, and was succeeded by John Dyer, who kept it a few
months during a temporary vacancy. Mr. Dyer was a Ply-
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mouth man, who afterwards filled with acceptance the offices
of assessor, selectman, and town clerk, in which latter office
he was the immediate successor of Elder Faunce. At the
time of the advent of Mr. Hale it is probable that the
receipts from fisheries and the sale of lands were insufficient
to defray the expenses of the school, and the following vote
was passed by the town on the 3d of July, 1699 : *“ That the
Selectmen shall take care to provide a schoolmaster for the
town with all convenient speed, and shall settle him as near
the centre of the town as may be with conveniency, and
that every scholar that comes to write and cypher and learn
Latin shall pay three pence per week, and if to read three half-
pence per week, to be paid by their masters or parents, and
what shall remain due to said school to be levied by rate on
the whole inhabitants in their just and equal proportion.”

It had previously been voted “that the upper society
(which was probably in the westerly part of the town) should
have the master one quarter, Eel River another, and that in
the next he should be settled no farther south than John
Gray’s,” which was at Rocky Nook. In 1704 the school was
again free, and it was voted that there should be a rate upon
the inhabitants of the town to defray its expenses.

After Mr. Dyer, Josiah Cotton was engaged to teach the
school for a term of seven years, and during his administra-
tion the first school-house was built. Up to that time the
school had been kept by teachers, who had apparently, as
indicated by the records, supplied their own room, receiving
during a portion of the time a fixed salary, and during the
remainder a price agreed upon for each scholar, the deficiency
in the amount guaranteed being made up by the town. In1705
a number of persons became bound to pay twenty pounds
per annum for seven years to support a school, provided it be
settled within forty rods of the old meeting-house, and a
school-house was built by subscription. In the next yearthe
town voted to buy the school-house for the town use, and
chose “Lieut. Nathaniel Morton and John Watson to tuke an
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account of the charge relating to the building of said house,
of them that had erected it, that the money might be paid
them partly the summer following.”

This school-house was built on a lot on the south side of
the present Unitarian Church, near the entrance of what is
now known as Cooper’s Alley.

In 1701 the town voted that the interest of money arising
from the sale of lands should constitute an inalienable and
perpetual school fund. In 1712 this fund had increased to
such an extent that an amount of only ten pounds was needed
to defray the expenses of the school. What became of this
fund it is difficult to learn, but, as it was stated in a report in
1756 on the financial affairs of the town, that it had sometimes
been suffered to mingle with other town expenditures, it is
quite probable that it was finally absorbed by the general
wants of the town.

Josiah Cotton, who succeeded Mr. Hale as above stated,
was the son of John Cotton, for many years the minister of
the First Church in Plymouth. He graduated from Harvard in
1698 and became a man of learning and usefulness. He was
for many years Clerk of the Courts and Register of Decds,
and for a time a preacher to the Indian tribes of Pembroke,
Manomet, and Herring Pond, with a salary of twenty pounds,
under the commissioners for propogating the gospel among
the heathen. He perfected himself in the Indian language, a
grammar of which he wrote, and his sermons to the Indians
were delivered in their own tongue. He died in 1756 at the
age of seventy-six.

John Denison, a son of John Denison of Ipswich, and &
graduate of Harvard in the class of 1710, succeeded Mr.
Cotton, and was followed not long after by John Angier, who
was afterwards the minister of East Bridgewater. Mr.
Angier was the son of Samuel Angier of Rehoboth, who
married Hannah, daughter of President Oakes of Harvard,
and graduated at Harvard in 1720. His son Oakes Angier
became an eminent lav;vyer, and was a member of the Old
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Colony Club. While Mr. Angier was in Plymouth there were
for a time three schools in the town, that in the centre, taught
by him, and two at Rocky Nook and Wellingsly, for the
establishment of each of which the sum of twenty pounds
was appropriated in 1714. Mr. Angier was succeeded by
John Sparhawk of Cambridge, who, after finishing his carcer
as teacher, settled in Plymouth as attorney-at-law and prac-
tised in the courts many years. He bought in 1734 the house
on Court Street now owned and occupied by Albert C. Chand-
ler, which he occupied until his death. In 1744 he wasa
volunteer in the expedition fitted out for the relief of Anna-
polis in Nova Scotia, then threatened by the French under
Duvivier, and, returning wounded and sick, died in 1748.

Mr. Sparhawk was succeeded in the Central School by Ed-
ward Eels, son of Nathaniel Eels of Scituate, and a graduate of
Harvard in the class of 1733. He afterwards studied for the
ministry and settled in Middletown, Connecticut. Ebenezer
Bridge followed Mr. Eels, of whom little is known, except
that he was a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1736, and
afterwards settled as the minister of Chelmsford. Mr. Bridge
was followed by Ezra Whitmarsh, a graduate of Harvard in

1733, who had been for many years a preacher and school-
master, and came to Plymouth in 1738, at a salary of one
hundred pounds per year to teach school and assist Rev. Mr.
Leonard in his ministerial duties. He came from Weymouth,
where he finally returned and became the proprietor of a well-
known tavern having the sign of the three hearts. In 1741
Enoch Ward of Littleton, a graduate of Harvard in 1736,
took the school, and was followed by Samuel Gardner, the
son of the minister of Stowe, who was also a graduate of
Harvard in the class of 1746, and who afterwards settled as
a physician in Dorchester.

In 1747 it was voted by the town to have three permanent
schools, one in the centre and the others at Eel River and
Manomet Ponds. In that year Ward Brown of Haverhill, a
Harvard graduate ot 1748, assumed the charge of the Central
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School, and was followed by Thomas Foster, a native of Ply-
mouth, and son of Deacon John Foster, who afterwards
adhered to the loyal cause, and died, in 1777, at the age of
seventy-four. Mr. Foster, who was a graduate of Harvard in
1745, was succeeded by Mathew Cushing of Hingham, a Har-
vard graduate of 1739, who afterwards moved to New York,
and was followed by Charles Cushing, a graduate of Harvard
in 1755, and clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court. Joseph
Stockbridge of Hanover, also of the Harvard class of 1755,
succeeded Mr. Cushing, and after an early death was followed
by Nathaniel Lothrop, son of Isaac Lothrop of Plymouth,
and a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1756. In 1765
Dr. Lothrop was suceeded by Perez Forbes of Bridgewater,
afterwards minister of Raynham, and finally a professor in
Brown University.

In 1765 it was voted to build a new grammar school-
house, and a committee, consisting of John Torrey, Thomas
Mayhew, Elkanah Watson, John Russell, and John Cotton,
chosen to select a situation, reported in favor of the lot on the
northerly side of the Unitarian Church, which was long
afterwards identified with the High School. The building
was at once erected, and the old house on the other side of
the church abandoned. Mr. Forbes was the first teacher
in the new structure, and was succeeded, in 1767, by John
Barrows, of Attleboro, who, after teaching two years, was
displaced by the committee, and followed by Alexander
Scammel, in 1769, a graduate of Ilarvard in that year. The
fricnds of Mr. Barrows, indignant at his removal, endeavored
to have him reinstated, but as Mr. Scammel was unwilling to
release the committee from their engagement except on the
payment of four pounds it was finally thought hest to ac-
quiesce in the new arrangement. Mr. Scammel was a native of
Mendon, and after teaching two years in Plymouth removed
to Portsmouth, where he carried on the business of surveyor.
In August, 1772, he served in some capacity on board the
armed sloop Lord Chatham, bound from the Piscataqua River
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to Boston, with plans, reports, and dispatches for the lords of
the treasury. In 1775 he was brigade major of the State
of New Hampshire, and during the revolution was appointed
colonel of the Third New Hampshire regiment. He afterwards
rose to the rank of adjutant-general of the American army,
and at the siege of Yorktown, on the 30th of September,
1781, received a wound from the effects of which he died in
the following month, while a prisoner in Williamsburg,
Virginia. A monumental tablet was erected over his grave,
bearing the inscription appropriately selected from Hum-
phrey : —
* Which conquering armies, from their toils returned,
Reared to his glory, while his fate they mourned.”

It is somewhat singular that Peleg Wadsworth, a classmate
of Scammel at Harvard, should have been a teacher of a
private school in Plymouth at the same time, and should have
afterwards shared with him the experiences of revolutionary
service, and an almost simultaneous capture by the British,
though in a widely distant field of action. '

The appropriation for schools in 1770 was, for the
grammar school, sixty pounds; the school at Eel River,
sixteen pounds, thirteen shillings, and four pence; and the
school at Manomet, sixteen pounds. In 1774 Joseph
Crocker, a Harvard graduate of that year, taught the gram-
mar school, followed, in 1776, by Ezra Ripley, of the Harvard
class of 1776, and in 1781 by Bartlett LeBaron, son of
Lazarus LeBaron, of Plymouth, and a Harvard graduate in
the class of 1766. Timothy Healy and Joseph and Eleazer
Tufts and Nahum Mitchell of Bridgewater, of the Harvard
class of 1789, followed immediately after, and their terms of
service closed the century. In 1793 a committee was chosen
to consider the subject of a female school, and their report in

its favor, after a prolonged discussion and violent opposition
in town meeting, was adopted. One opponent of the scheme
lamented the prospect of this new departure from long-
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established methods, declaring that the world would come to
a pretty pass, as he termed it, when wives and daughters
would look over the shoulders of their husbands and fathers
and offer to correct, as they wrote, such errors in spelling as
they might commit. In that year there were nine schools in
the town, the central grammar school and eight district
schools in the various sections of Northtown, West district,
Wellingsley, Eel River, Manomet, Cedarville, and Ellisville.
The appropriation for the whole was one hundred and fifteen
pounds, of which fifty-nine were for the support of the
grammar and fifteen for the support of the female school.
The female school was kept by the teacher of the grammar
school for six months in the year, one hour in the forenoon
and one in the afternoon, at the close of the regular daily
sossions. In 1798 a school at Half-way Ponds and one at
South Ponds had been added to the list, making ten in all,
for which, with a population of thirty-five hundred, an
appropriation of eight hundred and fifteen dollars was made.
In the year 1800 the town voted to apply the proceeds of
the sale of Indian lands to the support of schools, but the
records are silent concerning the amount realized from that
source. In 1802 the proceeds of the sale of herrings in
Town Brook were applied to the same object, and continued
to be so applied until the fishing right was abandoned to the
proprietors of the iron works, in 1821. In the same year
Rev. Martin Parris was engaged to teach the Central School,
and having bought of Nathaniel Lewis the house on Court
Street, now known as the Bank house, made it his residence,
The next year, however, he sold it to the Plymouth bank,
then recently organized, and occupied a leased house during
the remainder of his residence in Plymouth. Immediately
after Mr. Parris, the school was taught by Nathaniel Brad-
street, of Newburyport, of the Harvard class of 1795, and
Benjamin Shurtleff, of Carver, who, though not a graduate
of Harvard, afterwards received an honorary degree. Both
of them were students in medicine with Dr. James Thacher,
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and both were married in Plymouth — Mr. Bradstreet to Anna,
daughter of William Crombie, and Mr. Shurtleff to Sally,
daughter of Ichabod Shaw. Mr. Bradstreet settled as a
physician in his native place, and Dr. Shurtleft’ acquired
eminence in his profession in Boston, where his son, Nathaniel
Bradstreet Shurtleff, named after his friend, succeeded him.

The next teacher of the Central School was probably
Alexander Parris, of Pembroke, who was succeeded by
Thomas Witherell, a son of Thomas Witherell of Plymouth,
who afterwards removed to Oakham, and finally to Ware,
where he died. After Mr. Witherell, Moses Webster taught
for a time, and was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Shaw, who was
followed in turn by Benjamin and Thomas Drew. The
Messrs. Drew taught the school together, Benjamin having
charge of the lower grade on the main floor of the school-
house, and Thomas the higher grade on the platform, at the
northerly end of the school-room. This was the first step
towards the establishment of what became, in 1826, a High
School. Addison Brown, of Harvard, 1826, George W.
Hosmer of the same class, and Horaco H. Rolfe were the
first teachers of the High School under the new dispensation, -
followed by Josiah Moore and Charles Field, who died in
1838. Mr. Hosmer afterwards married Hannah, daughter
of Rev. James Kendall of Plymouth, and was settled as a
Unitarian minister in Buffalo for many years, from which
" place, after a second settlement of a few years in Newton, he
removed to Salem, where he recently died. Mr. Rolfe
married Mary T., daughter of James Marcy, of Plymouth,
and died in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1831.

In 1830 the appropriation for schools was twenty-six
hundred and twenty-five dollars. About this time the school
came into the hands of Samuel R. Townsend, who is now
living, in the practice of law, in Taunton. Mr. Townsend was
succeeded by Isaac N. Stoddard, then a recent graduate of
Ambherst, who, with the exception of an interval of a year or
two, during which he taught school in New Bedford, con-
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tinued his connection with the school until the spring of
1841. During the administration of Mr. Stoddard the ap-
propriation for schools bad reached the sum of thirty-five
hundred dollars. In addition to the High School for boys,
a High School for girls was established by the town in 1836,
and was kept in the lower room of Pilgrim Hall until 1840,
by Mary Adams, of Newburyport. In that year the school-
house on Russell Street was built, and both of the High
Schools were moved to that building.

Miss Adams was succeeded in the management of the
Girls’ School by Frances Greigg, Almira Seymour, Mary E.
Kendall, and Dorcas Maxwell, who, together, covered the
time until the present High School for both boys and girls
was established in 1850. At the time of the establishment
of the Girls’ High School, in 1836, intermediate girls’ schools
were also organized, which became mixed schools at the
time of the union of the two High Schools. During the
interval which occurred between the terms of service of Mr.
Stoddard, the school was taught by Leonard Bliss of Reho-
both, William H. Lord, LeBaron Russell of Plymouth of the
Harvard class of 1832, and Robert Bartlett of Plymouth,
of the Harvard class of 1836. Mr. Bliss went from Plymouth
to Louisville, Kentucky, where he became editor of the
Louisville Journal, and was killed in his office by an offended
reader of his paper. He was the author of a history of Reho-
both, which is a valuable contribution to historical literature. .
Mr. Lord, as is well known, married Persis, daughter of Rev.
James Kendall, and was afterwards settled over the Unitarian
Church of Southboro. Mr. Bartlett became tutor in Latin at
Harvard, and died in 1844, and Mr. Russell has been long a
resident of Boston.

Mr. Stoddard was succeeded in 1841 by Charles Clapp,
afterwards editor of the Quincy Patriot, Jenks, and .
Philip C. Knapp, and they in turn were followed by John
Brooks Beal of Scituate, Thomas A. Watson, and Samuel
Sewell Greely, the latter of the Harvard class of 1844.
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William H. Spear came next in order, who was followed by
J. W. Hunt, who has since continued in the profession of
teacher, and is now conducting with success a private school
in Washington. During the administration of Mr. Hunt the
present High School-house at the Green was bought, and
since 1850 has been occupied by a boys’ and girls’ Iigh
School, which in its methods and scope of instruction has
more than met the requirements of the laws of the Common-
wealth. Before the establishment of this school the school
appropriation had reached, in 1849, the sum of seven thousand
dollars. In 1850 and 1852 laws were passed by the Legis-
lature providing for the abolition of the district school sys-
tem, and on the 14th of March, 1853, the town voted to con-
solidate the districts into one, and chose a committee to ap-
praise the school property with the view to its possession by
the town in accordance with the terms of the statute. The
lands and buildings and other property belonging to the dis-
tricts were valued at $13,269.25, and paid for by the town
by the remission of taxes to the inhabitants of the various
districts. In the same year Adicl Harvey was chosen Super- -
intendent of Schools, and the method of grading the schools
was adopted, which with some changes has since prevailed.
Mr. Harvey remained in office until 1859, when Charles
Burton, the present efficient superintendent, was chosen.

Mr. Hunt, the last teacher referred to, was succeeded by
Frank Crosby, and Mr. Crosby in turn by Edward P. Bates.
Admiral P. Stone came next in order, in the year 1855, and
remained about five years, when he was enticed to wider
and more remunerative fields. George L. Baxter of the
Harvard class of 1863, and Theodore P. Adams and Joseph
L. Sanborn of the Harvard class of 1867, were afterwards
tfollowed by Henry Dame and George W. Minns of the
[Tarvard class of 1836, and Gilman C. Fisher, who retired
after a short term of service, and was succeeded by Mr.
Burton, who is still at the head of the school, combining the
duties of teacher and general superintendent. Since the
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